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wall proniſh 104 yet ſeven time: jor your ſs. And 
| 1 will bring a ſword wprn you, that ſhall avenge 
| *he quarrel of my Coveant. 

| Ifa. 48. 18. Oh that thou hadjt hearkened to my Com- 
| mandment: * then had thy peace been a; a River, 
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To all ſuch as are moſt immedis 
ately and particularly concerned 
in the following Treatiſe, of 
what Rank or Quality ſoever 
they be. 


Gentlemen, 

'WO of the greateſt, faithful- 

leſt, and molt intimate Friends 

in the World, Reaſon and Conſcience, 

command me here in their Names, 

courteouſlly to ſalute and invite 
you 1n. 

They earneſtly deſire three or 
four Hours ſerious and private con» 
ference with you about ſome very 
important . Perſonal Concerns of 
yours, which cannot admit of deni- 
al, or long delay. And if you 
make any trifling exculcs, they hae 
commanded og inſtructed me here 
to aalwer them. 
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_ their Bufinefs with you wi 


The Epiſtle 
In cafc of abfolnte and- obftinate 
refuſal to hear them, they order me 
co tell you, If you will not talk 
with them now,they'll talk with you 
ſhortly whether you will or no. If 
you ſay, you are not now at leiſure, 
aving other buſineſs to do ; the 
both deſire you to conſider, Fiſt, 
You can have no Buſineſs in the 
World of equal importance with 
theirs. Secondly, That whatever 0- 
ther lawful Aﬀairs you are  ckeney. 
| no way 

obftru& , but greatly promote it. 
And Laff, Fhat a greater Perſon 
than any of you loſt his Life by 
_ up a Letter at Night, 
ying, To worrov iu 4 new Day, and 
it proved to him indeed Dies noviſſe- 
ms, his laft Day, he lofiog by that 
Negle® the only Opporttnity of It 


longer. | - 
'S you demand how your Reafon 
came to be bormd' up in this little 
Book,and ſay, T hat which is Reafon 


ro 


Deabratory. 
to this Author, may be folly and 
non-ſenſe to you; T am bid to refl 
you, you ate obliped firſt to read and 
compare, elſe your own Reaſon will 
preſently call 'it your own folly and 
e-Gaſe ſo to pronounce. Sound 
Reaſon is uniform, and like it felt 
all the World over. Irs true Laws 
and Dictates equally oblige one, as a- 
nother, in like cafes and circumſtan- 
CCS. 

If you ſay, there have been ſome 
Jars and Diſzults betwixt you, and 
yourReaſons and Conſctences ; you 
and they have fallen out ſo oft, that 
you have nogreat fancy tocome near 
them in private, for you expect no- 
thing but harſh and chideing Lan- 

from them, and therefore are 

in by continual Diverfroos and 

quick Succeſſtons of Buſineſs, to 

maintain your Peace, by keeping at 

as great adiſtance trom them as you 
Can. 


A 3 "Tis 


To a. cer _ 
” Warm dh PAL x , a 
”»= = , bf OI 
_ k Het 
Le OE fo. 
er a 2s Pts £7 
6 14 4 8 2 PER »_ 4 (5 
OE PAT Ms 4 A FF nh it's, 74 
of SR oe, red” Oo (B30 

i 'IN5 | og mnt en ND:. LO; 
, ; oy oh — RIES oa 
Ly FL VR MP2 
p —_— 4 


— 


The Epiſtle 

*Tis their deſire you ſhould here 
know, Firſt, That their debates 
with you will be as calm and friend- 
Iy,. as they are ſeaſonable and. ne- 
Fc Secondly, That they both 
Profets ( 


and you may believe them) 


they neither do, nor can deſign any 
thing but your good. Thirdly, That 
that Perſon is certainly in a very 
bad Caſe, that cannot endure to 
converſe with himſelf. Fourthly, 
That you herein deny a Civility to 
your own Reaſons and Conſcien- 
ces , . which you daily pay to Stran- 
gers and Inferiors, And -1in a 
Word, that they deſire a recon- 
ciliation with you, upon as fair 
and honourable terms, as can well 
be defired. And that this being 
done, they will both ſtick faith- 
fully by you in all the troubles 
and dangers of your Lives, and 
follow you as your inſeparable 
Friends, into any thing but Sin. 


It 


Dedjcatory. 


It you ſay, This is but a Whee- 
dle to draw you into a Book, that 
will make you melancholy, and 
perhaps mad. 

"Tis their Senſe and Judgment, 
that of all men living, you have 
leaſt reaſon to pretend the one or 
the other in this Caſe. For they 
are very conhdent you are now in 
the moſt Melancholy circumſtan- 
ces men can ordinarily be in on 
this ſide Hell. And.tor Madnels, 
they defire to know what you 
your ſelves would call that man, 
that is running with ſuch poſt- 
haſte to Hell ( as will not admit 
of two or three hours ſtop upon 
the Road) to prove himſelt to 
be no Mad-man, but in his right 
mind and wits? 

Moreover, they command me to 
inform you, Ir is their delire, that 
ſeeing their debates with you wall 
neither be tireſome nor impertinent, 
you will pleaſe to hear themour what 
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The Epiſtle, Bc. 
they have to ſay-to you; and then 
if you ſhall find cauſe to complain 
that your Pleas and Excuſes are not 
fairly drawn, or that you have new 
Matter to/furniſh a better Apology, 
they are both content you ſhall 
have your liberty to amend or add 
what you pleaſe; and if they be not 
able roretute them, they'll give you 
go further trouble or interruption in 
your courſe. 

This, Gentlemen, is what I have 
in charge to ſay to you in the Porch ; 
and now it you pleaſe, the Door is 
open ; you may be as private as you 
will. They'll attend you to your 
Bed-chamber or Cloſet ; and I hear- 
tily wiſh an happy iſſe to this friend- 
ly debate. 
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Containing the Tntroduftion, and 
State of the Caſe, ina Twelve 


Sections. 


ect. I. Eifon is Man's Dignity and 
Exceleacys And moat its 

roper Province. Page 1. 
Sect. I. Reaſon darkened by the Fall. p. 3. 
Sect. IL. Reaſon further corrupted by the cun- 
ning Applications of Lajts to the Aﬀedi- 
ONS. ibid. 
Sc. IV. Tibred Dog of Reaſon and Con- 
ſeience not wholly to be eradicated in the w4i- 
left. P. 4- 
Sect. V. To theſe the Scriptures often appeal. p.5. 
Se. VI. Appeals to theſe m Atherftical Times, 
an bopeful WA4y. 
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The Contents. 


Seq. VII. How Reaſonable that Men fhould 
attend to their enwen Reaſons and Conſciences, 
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Sc. VIII. Light of Reaſon and Conſcience 
aſſifted by the general Light of the Goſpel. 


P. 9. 

Sea. IX. What theſe two. fatthful Guides, 
Reaſon and Conſcience, aſſure all Men with 

: reſpett to themſelves. Pp. 10. 
Set. X. What with reſpe&t to the Community 
they belong to. P. 13, 
Sect. Xl. Reformation of prophane men this 
way, not abſolmtely impoſſible. p15. 
Sea. XIL What the Government may, and 
ought to do in order to it, and what bene- 
fit would accrue to them thereby, p. 16. 
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CAAP. Þ. 


Producing one Ditate or Maxim of 
Right Reaſon, generally allowed, 
in Seven Seftions. 


$:Q. I. y_ Natwre affeiis Liberty, 
and is captivated by Senſual 
Pleaſures. P. 19. - 
Sect. 


The Contents. 
Se. II. Reaſon may recover men from this 


why. P. 20. 
Sect. Ill. The Self- evident Diltates of Rea- 
ſon propounded. P. 21. 


Sea. IV. That good is to be choſen, and evil 
avoided, and that tbere are degrees of Good- 
neſs found in Pleaſures and Delights. p. 22. 

Sect. V. The Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God ad- 
mired in leaving Principles of Reaſon, and 
Notices of Conſcience in men after the Fall. 

. 24+ 

Sect. VI. The Wickedneſs of violating Fa. abu- 
feng theſe Notices and Principles. P. 26, 

Set. VN. How reaſonable it s that men 
ſhould conſult therr Reaſons and Conſciences. 

P. 29, 
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Giving the true cenſure of Reaſon 
and Conſcience, upon Prophane, 
Swearing, in Nine Sections. 


Sect. I. WO Ends for which God be(tow- 
ed the noble Faculty of Speech 


bon man. P. 31. 
re Sect. 


The Contents. 


Se. I. The Natwre and Grounds of Lawfid 
Oaths. P. 33- 
Se. III. The Contamely and Malignity of 
ey ane Ozths., P: 34 

V. What a dreadfid provocation t9 (5: 4, 
TH bazard to the Community, e TI 
Blaſphemy 1. 

Sea. V. Til Publick Fuftice lay bold an ( Off 
ders, the force of Reaſon tried wpon the. 
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Sect. VI. The Swearer's firit Plea from the 
: Lepor ond Ornament that Oathy gite to his 
Language, weighed and rejected by Rea(on. 


P- 41. 
Sec. VII. Hs ſecond Plea from provecations 
bymen, bafled by Reaſon. P. 43- 


Set. VII. His Third Plez, That Swearing is 
modiſh, and a Badge of Gentility, confuted 
and overthrown by Six Reaſons. Þ. 44. 

Sect. IX. The Laft Plea for Swearing from 

C fftomn, caft over the Bar of Reaſon. P. 53+ 
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Reaſon and Conſcience again conſul. 
ted about the Sin of Drunkenneſs, 
tn Five Sections, 


Sect. I. PHE Intimate and admirable love 
of Souls to their Bertres. P. 57. 

Se. Il. The Prudence of the Saul manifeſted 
m us government of the Boy. P. 59. 

SeQ. III. The detbroning of Reaſon by Drunken- 

neſs, the bigheft exaltation of folly. p. 61. 

Set. IV. The Moazs and Liments of a Drunk- 

ard's Body to bis Soul, repreſented in a pathe- 
tical Proſopopea. P« G3, 

Sect. V. The Drunkards Fir't Plea, from bus 
Natural Abilty. Pe 65. 

His Second Excuſe awd relief of bis anxi- 
os Cares. Pp. 70. 

His Therd Exenſe, from brr Delight and Plea- 
farre in Wine, 6c. P. 72. 


P. 75- 
His Fifth Excuſe, from pretended "—y ys to 
the King, 
His Sth Excuſe, from by plentsfml "Ela 


P- 75 
Chap. 
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CHAP. V. 


Containing | the Determination of 
Reaſon and Conftience about the 


Sin of Uncleanneſs, in Eight SeQi- 
Ons. 


Seca. I. OD bath male more abundant 
Proviſion for the delight of Ra- 
tonal, than of Brutal Beings, within the 


Pale of by Laws. p. 1. 
Set. II. Corrupt Nature hates God's Confine- 
ment r. P. 52, 
Sec. NI. Go1's Choice better than owr own, in 
F re Reſpects. P. 84. 
Sect. IV. What ſhould induce men t0 break 
out of Gods Incloſure. p. 87. 


Set. V. The Firft Inducoment from the Exam- 
ples of Great Ones, bafied by Reaſon. p. SS. 
Se. VI. The Second Inducement from preten- 
ded Ncrſſty, caſhier'd by Reafen. p. bg. 
Sect. VII The Third Inducement from the\ ab- 
fence of lawful Remedies ejetied by Reaſon. 
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Sect. VIH. The Foxrth Inducement pus the 
Commonneſs of tt, wholly ſhamnid and baf- 
led by Reaſon. Pe. 93. 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. Vs 


The Laſt Debate with Reaſon and 
Conſcience, about the bitter en- 
mity and ſpirit of Perſecution a- 
mong proteſſed Proteſtants, in 
Six Sections. 


Sed. I. AN naturally a ſoctable Crea- 
M ture, : p- 96 

Set. IL. The Intereſt of States and Churches, 
to make every Indrvidual 45 uſeful 45 may be 

to the whole, P. 98 
Sect. INI. The folly and miſery of the feuds and 
animoſities in the ſame Crvil and Religious 
Societies, ibid. 
Se. IV. Theſe Fexds preſages of National 
Miſery, P. 100 
Se. V. The true Riſe and Cauſe of this fixed 
Flitred, Pp. IOI 
Sect. VI. This true canſe politickly ſuppreſſed, 
and filenced. Hypocriſy pretended, and the 
Pretence bafled, P. 102 
The Second Pretence of their Sedition and Rebel- 


lion, bafled by Reaſon five ways] p. 106 
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SEConDd PART. 


Of the Poffibility, Nature and Ne- 
ceſfity of Convertion to God, un 
Tea Settions. 


Sect. 1: Onwiftion  ſappoſer, and Grace 
therein admmred. P. 121 
Sed. II. The Converſion of the welt finney pu/- 
fable, demonſtrated three ways. P. 125 
Sect. UL The Converſion of propbanc Perſons 
more probable than others, fixed on ther own 
Roghteowneſ s, Pp. I29 
Sc. IV. True Converſion frequuuly and fa- 
t ally miſtaken, Pp, 132 
Sect. V. The Nature of true Count fig to God 
= p-435 
Sch VI Opening ore COA lazard attending 
Canverfion, p. 136 
Se. VII. Demonſtrating ti  abſo! inte _— 
thorough Conterſcon, . F39 

Set. VIIE. Mc; may do» more than Fog fo- 
wards therr own Converſions Ana met theft 
things are, Py. 340 


- Sect. IX. Dyſc: aragements — of the 


way of Converſion, and the Suners way pe 


pared to Chriſt, Þe 142 
Set. X. Powerful Motite; perſwading to Con- 
perſton, P. 144 
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CHAP. 
The Introdutizon and State of the Cafe. 


SECT. 


aſon exalrs Man above all earth 
ings : "Tis his Dignity 
that God hath furniſhed him with Abi- 
liries of Mind to recolle&, animadverr, 
compare, infer, ponder and judge his own Aﬀti- 
Hereby he becomes not only capable of 
Moral Government by Humane Laws, which no 
| Creature beſide him is ; bur alſo of Spiritual Go- 
| vernment by Divine Laws ; and the bleſſed Fru- 
tions of God in Glory, which no other Species of 
| Creatures (Angels only excepted) have a ſubje- 
| Qive capacity for. | 
Right Realun by the Law of Nature (as an 
home-born Judge) arbitrares and determines all 
things within its proper Province, which Pro- 
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2 The Reaſonableneſs of 


_ vince is extended far and wide. All AdQtions | 
Natural, Moral and Civil are weighed at this | 
Beam and Standard : None are exempred but mat- | 
rers, of ſupernatural Revelation ; and yet even | 
theſe are not wholly a exempt | 

| 


_—_— 
from Right Reaſon. For though there be ſome | 
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| Myſteries in Religion above the ſphere and flight | L 
| ; of Reaſon, nds cen ho edn Rebeb | 8 
(1 that is urreaſonable, BN fr ri 

| And though theſe Myſteries be not 6f hatural | L 

inveſtigation, bur of ſupernatural Revelation; | 1 


yet Reaſon is convinced nothing can be more | Ic 
reaſonable, than that it take its place at the feer | tf! 
of Faith, which 15 but ro ſuffer it ſelf ro become | 
Pupil to an Omniſcient and Infallible Inſtruftor. | of 
The reſolution of our Reaſon into Faith, and 8 ar 
of Faith into God's Veraciry, are AQts highly be- | fal 
coming Reaſonable Beings in ſuch es as ve! 
theſe. on, 
It may not pry too nicely into unrevealed My- 
ſeries, demand the Reaſons, or examine 
Cauſes of them, (as bold and daring Secinian; do) | fon 
but it feels ir ſelf obliged to receive "ychoſbing in t 
both as poſſible and rrue which God hzth revealed, | 
counting his Revelation alone to be Reaſon ſuffi. me: 
cient, For the Yeracity of God takes out of Rea- | ter | 


ſons mourh all ObjeQtions againſt the trurh of nov 
in rhem, and his i hy Pewer ſilences all irs Scru- | the 


+. 
oy 
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[| i i to account | 

| with himſelf, as as others, for the reaſona- | 

bleneſs of his own Aftions; and thar AR which | * 

will not endure the reſt of ſound Reaſon, ir | Vail 
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Reaſon cannot juſtifie ir, 'ris beneath the rank and 


dignity of a Man to do ir. 
3 1'Þ+ 1M 


The Light of Reaſon was at firſt the bright 
Lamp or Candle of the Lord, till Sin like a Thi 
mſeed. if coun ro a ms ; whereby (compara- 
rively king) t 15 become a poor glimmering 
Light nga beſt of men, and almoſt ors extiit- 
guiſhed in ſome men. Fallen Man i become 
leſs rhan himſelf, and will never a& like himſelf, 
til he be fully reſtored ro himſelf. 

SanRtification indeed ſnuffs and trims the Lamp 
bf Reaſon ; bur there being few ſanRified Perſons 


| | among men, a double Miſery conſequently be- 


falls a very great part of Mankind : whoſe Con- 
verſarion ſpeaks them not only deſtitute of Religi- 
on, which bereaves them of the bleſſedneſs of 

World tocome ; but men almoſt entirely deſpoil- 
ed of the Benefirs and Bleſſings of their own Rea- 


dg) | fon, which makes them unha and miſerable 


eaſona- | 
t which | 
aſon, it : 
fan. If | 
Reaſon | 


[ 
i 


| in this World : Beaſts, rather Men, as the ſa- 
| cred Scriprure ſtiles chem : Unreaſonable men, 
' men fallen out with their own ficulties, who af- 


ter many a ſharp ogg with their Reaſon, are 
ow dragging it like a conquered Caprive, at 
the Chanor-wheels of their viRorious and trium- 


| phanr Luſts. 


SECT. IL 


'Tis ſcarce imaginable that ever Sin ſhould pre- 
vail fo far as it doth ro the very unmanning of 
abes. der acting er 
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own 
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Rerfon by cloſe and cunning Applications to 
their bewitched AﬀeCtions ; whereby thou 
cannot make jt a party, yet they make it by 
as a ſilent SpeRtator or Newer , whilſt they a& the 
Beaſt, yea, the Devil rather than the Man. 
We iirrle know how far unſanftified Reaſon 
this way be prevailed upon ro quir its Throne, 
and reſign its Seeprer into the hands of Luſt and 
appetite; yea, tw engage in the defence of their 
moſt abſurd Laws and Ditares. Ir only ſerves in 
ſome men to invent excuſes, pleas and ſpecious 
pretences, w juſhfic or exrenuate their beaſ?-like 
aQtions; rhe baſeſt ſervitude ir can be condemned 


ro 

If this will not do, ſenſual Luſts have anorher 
way to obtain their ſarisfation in deſpite of Rea - 
fon and Con ſcience,even by ſtopping their ears ro 
rhe voices of both, and puſhing on with 2 bru- 
ciſh oper, they ſuffer neither ro enjoy the op- 
portunty of a calm debate of theſe marrers with 
chem. 
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But ler men do what 4 will, 'tis next to an 
impoſſibiliry they ſhould ſo far ſubdue and de- 
ſtroy thoſe inbred Principles of Reaſon and Con- 
ſcience, bur that they will at one time or other 
give them ſame checks and oppoſitions in their 
profane courſes, eſpecially when they ſhall ger the 
oe mans ſomeeminent diftreſs,or ſpecial dan- 
ger ; which diſpoſes them ro lend an ear to their 
voices; and there be few men in the World, 
bur are ſometimes providenriall; caſt into ſuch ca- 
ſes and Conditions. k 
0 
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So that appeals to the Reaſon of rhe moſt pro- 
fligate wretches are not altogether vain and uſe- 
leſs. For if the caſe cannot be tryed and decided 
at the bar of Reaſon and Conſcience one time, it 
may with more advantage at another ; and haply 
Appeals to Reirſon may produce Reformation in 
ſore men, ſooner than Appeals to the Scriprures, 
or Principles of Faith ; eſp.cially wheerhe World 
15 fo notoriouſly drenched in prattical Atheiſm, 
that ſerious Religion becomesthe common ſubject 


of drollery amongſt multitudes of men. 


Yet it were hard and uncharicable ro imagine 
any man ſunk ſo deep into the mire of beſtiality 
and profanenefs, as nor (till ro retain ſome value 
and veneration for his own Reaſon, and as much 
as he abuſes ir, yet to refuſe the whole world in 
exchange for it; and to account it a greater mi- 
ſery to be utrecly deprived of it, than to have the 
hooks of an Horſe given him in exchange for his 
Hands and Feer. 


SCTHEZ. V. 


The Scriptures therefore do in many caſes ap- 
peal ro the Reaſon of Sinners, and deſign theur 
reformation by ſuch Appeals. For ir being a moſt 
ſhameful rhing for a man to be convicted at the 
bar of his own Reaſon, of aRting like a beaſt ra- 
ther than a man, every man is preſumed to be a- 
fraid and aſbamed of ſuch an Inditment. Such 
Miſcreants are the ſhame and ch of Huma- 
nity it ſelf. They are branded for bruits through- 
our the ſober world. Their company declined 
and ſhun'd by all wiſe and good men. He that 
hath no reaſon to juſtific his ations, may yer be 
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The Reaſenableneſs of 


fuppoſed to be owner of ſome ſtock of natura! 
a Tn = . 
rs Jaisbtook by divine direon , 
ro reform the trous Iraclnes, Iſs. 46. 8. he 
Mates the caſe arthe bar of their own Reaſon, and 
calls for 2 verdift upon it. The caſc was this; Whe- 
ther Idols Boving nor cnough to ſbew themſebuct 
Gods, theſr that p them mult net want wiſdom 
enough to | ms - 

hover men ing it ar aun to mind, O ye 
[oa err! g. d. be Gamns ber” Gor men a&t like 
bruitr, which er ne anmadyer fron. 


SECT. VL 


When things therefore are brought to ſuch an 
exigence, thar ruin or reformation is the only 
Choice men have ro make, and all religious im- 
preflions ſo oblirerated and worn our, that men 

y no reverence to them ; an Appeal to the Reaſon 
of men ſeems then to be an hopeful method of 
prevailing with them, to ſuffer a reformation ra- 
ther than 2 ruin. Nor that Iimagine the Typicks of 
Reaſon able to afford more I Arguments 
than thoſe of Religion do; bur that they who by 
their ignorance, and m_ prejudices againſt Re- 
ligion, have made t elves more uncapable 
of conviction that way, may haply feel the force 
of Reafon prevailing ſo far, ar leaſt, as ro put 
their outragiot$ luſts under ſome reſtraint, 

As for the Scriptures, and ſerious Religion be- 
en by them in the ſouls of men, they are per- 
ſtrangers to all, bur the names of theſe things: 

And even their very Names are gtown almoſt ri- 


dicu- 


themſeboes men ? Remember this, and 
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diculous with them roo. Bur Reaſon may con- 
vince and ſhame them. What force the Reaſon 
of man hath, even withour ſaving grace, to pro- 
duce Civility, Sobrjery, and orher l Verrues, 
is abundantly evident in the very Heathens, who 
by the only Light of Reaſon diſcovered ſo much 
odiouſneſs in Vice and Immorality , and ſuch a- 
miable beaury in Juſtice, Temperance, and the 
other Moral Verrues, that their praiſes for them 
are ſounded throughout the world. 

Now whatever unthinking men dream, to me 
i ivevident, that when Kingdoms and Common» 
wealths are overflowed with unreſtrained Vices 
and Immoralities ; when curfing and ſwearin 
becomes the common Language; Draaknach 
and Adultery the common praftices of the Inhabi- 
rants ; God will either away the filth of 
thoſe Nations by the Beſom of a general Reforma- 
rion, of he will ſweep away thew Inhabitants our 
of them with che Beſom of Deſtruftion. For if 
we have not excuſſed the Notien and Belief of a 
God, and that he animadverts the wickedneſs of 
men (which the very Heathens by the Light of 
Nature, ſaw and acknowledged) we may thereby 
eaſily be led to this Concluſion, rhat ſuch over- 
flowings of abomination do, and muſt certainly 
preſage our Deſolation, except ſpeedy and gene- 
ral Reformation do prevent it. 


SEC3Z. VE 


Now the perſons whoſe Reformation I particu- 


larly deſign by this method, being men that ex- 
exciſe more Reaſon than Religion, might (me- 
thinks) be prevailed with to take up at laſt, and 
B 4 icform 
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ha weigh other mens aftions,and 
renounce all that with ſhame and dereſtation 
which rhey themſelves muſt cenſure as ureerly 
beneath and unworthy of a man * Wherefore ha 
God planted a principle of Reaſon and Conſcr- 
cence within us? Is it ratzonalto think ifwasplan- 
ted there for no other cad or uſe bur co ſcan and 
cenſure other mens words and a&tions by, bur 


figned and iared to regula 

Fes rare next, for the benefit and 
good of the Community. It will tell thee, there 
5 not a ſingle aft thou doſt of ec ans. 
ment, but thou oughteſt ro conſule with it, and 
have its Paſs or Licenſe, before thou do ir. Bur 
when thou entreſt into a ſeries and courſe of aGti= 
ons, thy confultations with it to be very 
frequent and ſolemn , becauſc theſe things are of 
great importance tO thee. 

Thy Reaſon will rell rhee, Sinner, that it is a 
vile affrogt to.it, to be rhuſt by thee from the 
GEE ble, |7/.x any ranging diſmaſſed from its of- 

diſcharged from any further attendance 
ops life, and the concerns thereof, "1 
r 


ly 
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Perſonal Reformation. 9 
riſh luſt and appetite conſulred in its room ; and 
that it needed nor ar all ro have been implanted 
into thy ſoul, if the ſame Principles that govern 
the beaſts of the field muſt alſo be thy governing 
Principles. Itftands rea1yro offer irs ſervice to thee, 
ro fave thee from,,or to receive rhe ovr of thoſe 
miſchiefs thou haff or mayeſt run thy ſelf into; it 
thou wile bur hear and obey its advice. Ir rells 
thee, it is thy Privy- Councellor by God's appoint- 
ment ; and if thou wilr nor find leifure amongthe 
heats and hurries of thy luſts, ro conſult ir, and 
hearken to its counſels now ; it thou wilt forſake 
the condu& of thine own Reaſon and Conſcience, 
which have a right and authority _— eh 
words and aQtions, and follow rhy blind and head- 
ſtrong luſts and paſſions, thou ſhalt h:ar other lan- 
guage from them, when thy lufts have precipi- 
rated thee into thine own rin and deſtruction, 
as they ſpeedily and inevitably muſt and will 
do, according ro the courſe they now ſteer for 
thee. 


ST ECT. VEE 


And there is yer more ground ro hope, that rea« 
ſon may prevail with men living under the Goſpel , 
ro return to fobriery and remperance, when we 
conſider their Reaſon rs aſſiſted by fome iltumina- 
tron from the Chriſtian Religion. They live in 
2 Land of Bibtes and Miniſters, where Can- 
not avoid the light ; an advantage far beyond what 
ever the Heathens enjoyed, who yet by their fingle 
unaſſiſted Reaſon arrived to an eminency in 
Verrues. 
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Our Reaſons and Conſciences do not only con- 
vince us (as theirs alſo did them) that there is a 
God, and a furure life of retribution, wherein c- 
very man ſhall be judged according to his works: 
bur alſo, that the Scriptures are the very Word of 
God, and Rule of Faith and Manners. And if 
there be any among the debauched Crew that que- 
ſtion or deny it,we may be confident none of them 
are able by plain and found reaſon to overthrow 
thoſe mighty Arguments pleaded for the confir- 
mation of that rrurh. Ar leaſt they find in them- 
ſelves a ſtrong ſuſpicion, and fear, that they may 
prove to be true; which jealouſic and ſuſpicion 
working together with their ownReaſon and Con- 
ſciences, are no contemptible helps rqwards their 
Tecov | 


ery. 

Forif what Reaſon, Conſcience and Scripture 
with one mouth pronounce, be true and certain, 
(as it will be found to be) then ir 
muſt be plain and obvious to them alſo, that their 
bruriſh Juſts have pur them into the dire and rea- 
dy way both ro ruin chemſcbver, and alſo greatly 
to hazard the Community 56 which they belong. 


SE CI. IX 


darknebs, if they Lochens nor by chis Ainfion) 


area loſt generation. 
All their kzwful and faithful guides tell them 
with one mouth, they ase certamly in the broad 


way 


Perſonal Reformation. 'T 
way to damnation. And that how irkſome and 
rerrible ſoever the choughrs and apprehenſions of 
Hell are to them, yet thirher they muſt cerrainly 
come, if rhey ue this courſe, Their Reaſon 
plainly rells them, he rhat chuſerth the means, and 
engageth in the way leading to Hell, muſt and 
ought to make account that Hell isthe place he is 


for. 
” Dub is as plain and poſitive with them, 
that they muſt cicher return or periſh. The Scrip- 
rure confirms the teſtimonies of hoth, by telling 
them plainly, thut rhe end of theſe rhungs us death, 
Rom. 6. 21. 

'Tis down-right folly and madneſs, by the 
vote of the = rational and fober world, for 
any man to conclude, or hope he ſhall be happy 
in the wage. ”. come, Whoſe _ is drawn 
through and finiſhed in all manner of obſcenity, 
Elchineſs, and iene[s in the preſent world. 

For ler the caſe be brought into the light of 
your own Reaſon, asdim as it is, and let it freely 
judge when you are belching out your black and 
horrid Blaſ) » as pa againſt God ,imprecating dam- 
nation from him upon your own fouls, wallow- 
ing in beaſtly huſts, vomuing and roaring in Tas 
verns and Alchouſes: Ask, I ſay, your own 
Reaſon, Conſcience, or the Scripture, whether 
all or either of them will allow you ro ſay or think, 
Now we are inthe right way tacternal bleſſedueſ; ? This 
x the very courſe that w bring ks £0 happineſs in the 
world to come : Thus pleaſeth God better, and is a ſures 
path to glory, than Repentance or Faith, Mortification, 
Prayer, er Reformation. No,no; as blind as your 
Reaſon is, and as ſeared as your Conſciences are, 
you will never bring them to comprobate Aa 
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Sr fac abfurd and horrid concluſions as 


Bur on the ghey willeell you, Thar if 

you will have the pleaſure, you muſt have 

pain and torment 7 Eemgnm wt ren 

yen are afraid ro burn, bur not afraid to fin: That 

yotrare loath ro be damned , and yer challenge che 
God to his face ro damn you ; ; as much 

25 to drink 2 beneful Doſe of known Poi- 


fon, and think ro feel no painful gripes after- 


$. 


As for the Scriprures, they appeal to the Reaſon 
of men in this caſe, as a moſt known and allow- 
ed fearce imaginable to lie hid from any 
man, ICor. 6. 9. Knw ye wet, that the arightrow 
ſoa wt inberir rhe Kingdom of God? «entre mk 

weither farnicators, mor idelater;, nw aduttercys, 
eſpn, wer abuſers of themſelves with mankind, 
, =o cover , wer drunbatrds, nov 76 
=] ner exrorrioners | fool inherit the Kingdom of 
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: And then for the Community to which they be- 
! long, how dangerous, yea, how deſtrutive ſuch 
r are tO it, cannor y be hid from any 
: wiſe and ſerious obſerver. For if one Sinner 
| 


\ much good, if one che» trouble the whole 
\ Campof Irae/how much more will whole ſwarms 

\ and droves of drunkards, blaſphemers and adut- 

; rerers,as now fill every place, pull down thejudg. 

| ments of God upon thoſe States and Kingdoms 
| wherein theybreathe If our fears and dangers were 
| greater than they are, yer Reformation might ſave 
| us: Jer. 5. 1. Run ye 76 and fro through the ftreers 
| 
' 


| of Jeruſalem, and ſee now and know, and ſeek in the 
| bread plates thereof, if ye cam find @ man, (i. «. a 
| ick man, a man in authority) if rhere be awy 
' that exeeuteth judgment, that ſerketh the truth, and 
; | Iwillparden iv Andif our hopes and confiden- 

; ces were much higher than they are, yer unre- 
; firained fin would undo us. Kingdoms and Com- 
; monwealths are not ſo much endangered by the 


01 quickly recovers the Ancient Glory of 
Kingdoms, and makes them the terror of their 


For tho there will be (ill roo much ſin private- 
Fn + hromtng > Konghrmn ta 
impartial execution : 

Lance of fin Ay dread wad 
fins that are committed would not become Natio- 
nal,but perſonalonly ,znd theſe would not fo much 
CONCEern 
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concern and hazard the publick weal and tranqui- 
ity of rhe Stare. 
, States and Kingdoms are in no ſmall 


hazard by the III ner common 
puns Ar their SubjeRts, for as much as in 
this very ſink and puddle of their luſts, the manly 


wiſdom, ; 
wiſdam, Qeiiry counge, 
Spirits ſofrener] and effeminared. *T'is hard roima- 
thoſe men will engage far in the Cauſe of Re- 
jon, when Reformation it ſelf is rhe only 
CIS and fear. 
need we wonder to find men intimidated 
and low-fpirired in times and places of eminenr 
; not only carry abour them ſo much 
ir(which is the fountain of fear) but are whol- 
additedro ſenſual which they are loch 
to hazard upon publick accounts and confiderat:- 
ons, theſe being rhe only Heaven they have, or 
for; Wheredom and Wine, and new Wine rake a 
way the heart, Hol. 4.11. "Tis m the very narure 
of theſe ſins ro make men ſorrtiſh, and in the very 
nature of guilt ro make them |; 
$enees obſerves (and his Qbſervati- 
Seneca, E- onis true)Tbat the conſcience of # micked 
piſt. 97. man « 4 cerrible ſcourge and torment 10 
ham perpetually laſhmg him with folb cr 
t0u4 theughts and fears, fo that be diſtrufts all ſecures, 
and know: ne! where ro be ſafe. | 


become ſo uſeleſs, yes, fo pernicious as are ; 
who could they be recovered bur to _ 
and ſobricty, would become both excellently uſe- 
ful and ora mental to the Nation where they had 


thew 
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"heir birth, and to the ſafety and honour whereof 
they owe their ſervice. 


SECT. Xl. 


This moſt defirable recovery and reformation 
_—_ debauched perſons, is not ſimply and 
abſolutely impoſſible : And if Magiſtrates and Mi- 
niſters were every where exemplary themſelves for 
ſobriety and piety, zealous and impartial in the 
diſcharge of their reſpetive Duries, a general Re- 
formation would nor be difficulr. But when thoſe, 
whoſe Office it is to ſi wickedneſs, ſhall afſo- 
ciate themſelves wi and profligate perſons, 
and vye with them in their ne courſes, or 
diſcourage more conſciencious perſons in the dif- 
charge of their Duties; this makes Reformation 
morally impoſſible. 

If eſs were once found the general 
Odixm of the people, and a bar to all Preferments, 
ir might be hoped things would quickly ater for 
the berrer. "Twas che cuflens among the 
Heathen; (as Learned and Excellent Mr. Hale of Ex- 
on, out of Chryſeftem obſerves)char if a man offered 
himſe!f ro contend in the Olympic k-G ames, he was 
not permitted ſo ro do, till Proclamation had been 
firſt made, wherher any man knew him to be e- 
ther rn or a man of ING if 

Imputation were proved agzin z It 
was fallicient to keep him back, ler his skill be 
whar it would. | 

Whar care was here taken that their Vanities 
ſhould nor be diſcredited ! Arid will neither Rea- 


ſon nor Religion convince us, CC 
rage 


bur far greater care ought ro be taken to 
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none he, the te 

ns ever ro [0 th- 
on of their vain Exerciſes? Let all ſubordinate Mi- 
niſters of State, and Officers in the Church, conſi- 


der how great a parr* of this bleſſed Reformation 
is demandated to their hands. 


SECT. All 


Were Cigocns _ Cemmatcks -_ 
purge from that ſpirit of proplianeneſs and de- 
, which ” defiles and overflows them, 

and the people generally reduced bur DIY ſo- 
briety and temperance, experience would quickly 
ſhew them the comfortable effets and happy fruirs 


thereof. 

For this be much ſhort of what Chriſti- 
anity exats from all its profeſſors, and inſuffici- 
ent to obtain the happineſs of rhe world ro come ; 
yer it is greatly ucent to the civil happineſs 
and flouriſhing of the Kingdoms of this world : 
and therefore richly worth the ſtudies and endea- 
yours of all men to promote and obtain it. 
Fhere is no Ki or Commonwealth in 
the Chriſtian world, which would not by this 
means breed and ſend forth mulritudes more than 
they do, with excellent abilities and qualifications 

ing them to fit at the Helm of —_— 
and a more perous courle do 
at preſent. A wil ad ly non of the xr 
duous and im irs of Kingdoms,can only 
be thoſe that are able ro 

es, and theix own affairs, with ſobriery 
and lif . 


If 
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If the Laws of Nations rake care for the preſer- 
vation and growrh of 7iz«ber fir for the building of 
Houſes and Ships, and every one fees rhe uſeful- 
neſs and neceſſity of ſucha&s; much more ought 
they to take care for ſuch an education of men, as 
may render them ſerviceable members to the State 

in Camp and Councel. 

Magiſtrares are (in a Senſe) the foundation of 


Kingdoms, the ſtrong Shoulders that bear the bur- 


then of Goverament; and reafon will rell, that fo 
great a weight and ſtrefs as the Aﬀairs and Con- 
cerns of Kingdoms, ought nor to be laid on their 
Shoulders, w Legs h debouchery are 
roo weak to bear their own reeling and ſtaggering 
Seamen and Soldiers are the Walls of Kingdoms, 
and under God their Prudence and Courage are 
the Peoples defence and ſafeguard. Phutarch tells us, 
there were two Virtues in Hembs! which made 
him proſperous and ſucceſsful. There was in him 
plariman audacia ad copuende periculs, & phorimum 
cenfilis inter ipſe pericula. He was bold inattem 
ting, and prudent in managing the moſt di 
Services; the former had fignified lirtle without 
the larrer. Courage may Men into the 
midſt of difficulties , bur Counſel and Wiſdom 
helps them ro emerge thoſe difficulties ; and I'm 


ſure that cannot be rationally expetted from Men 


that daily dethrone their own Reaſon by debau- 
chery. 
But when Men not only ſober, juſt and tem- 
rate, bur religiouſly good, are employed in pub- 
lick Truſts and Services, we cannor bur rhink the 
Security and Profperiry of fuch a State are abun- 
dantly provided for. And our confidence hereof 


15 
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is not only founded upon the Maxims of Human 
Tn errg—, Wiſdom, and Authority 


O, 

What « renowned, proſperous, and ſucceſs! 
Captain of the Armies of jra/ was good To) us ' 
No Man was able ro ſtand before him 21] the days 
of his Life, 7b. r. 5. Bur what bred thoſe brave, — 

llant and undaunted ſpirirs in the breaſt of thi; 
| wy and crowned his noble deſigns with fach 
admirable fucceſs ? If welook into wer. 8. we ſhall | 
find, it was Religion that gave both the edge. | p,,, 
and point to his natural courage. This Book of the k 
Law ſbal not depart out of thy mouth, but thou ſhair 
meditate therein day and night, that thou mayeſt ebſcrve > 
fo de all that it written therein : for then theu ſhalt 0 
"— way proſperew, and then then ſhalt have good t 

X | 8 
Hezehiah this way became a none-ſuch am 
the Kings of Judsb; for he clave to the Lord, — 
the was with him, and he proſpered whither- | 
ſoever he went forth, 2 King: 18. 5,6, 7. And dy- 
ing Devid from an whole life of experiences, re- 
commended this as the only method of 


ty unto Selemen his Son, Krep the charge of the Lord Con 
thy God, to walk in bi; ways, that thou mayſft proſper dou 
in all that thes daft, and whitherſeever thou turneſt of 4 
thy lelf, 1 Kings 2. 3, 4. 6. _ 

How great a luſtre therefore doth this Truth Y wth 
caſt abour ir, thar the reſtraint and reformation of oe 


Vice, and the due encoura r of Virtue and Ap 
Piery becomes the very Civil intereſt of Kingdoms F 


lea 
and Nations, by the joint votes and ſuffrages borh 4 

of Humane and Divine Wiſdom ? Let any King- 5h 
dom or State make tryal of rhis method, and from phat 


that very time they ſhall dare their proſperity 


kiih 


wi. —_— _— - 
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This will make them become the Terrors of their 
Enemies round abour them ; Peace and Proſperity 
ſhall flouriſh in the midſt of them , which 1s the 
true Level and Deſign of this moſt neceſſary and 
ſeaſonable arrempr. 


— 
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Producing one Ditate or Rule of right Reaſon 
reſpetling Morality , allowed by 'Mankynd ; 
and paſſing current through the World with- 
out one Negatrve Voice , except only from 
thoſe Men whoſe Reaſons are utterly captiva- 


ted by ther Luft. 


SECT. L 


yt is the degeneracy and deep Corruption of 
ſome Mens Natures by ul Educarion , baſe 
CORgany:; and long Cuſtom in Sin; char aban- 
and pr Pry. away the bonds and reſtraints 

of Reaſon , as well as Religion, they give 

the full ſcope and Liberry to their Luſts 

ſions, reckoning their chief happineſs ro conſiſt in 
- —_ and Sarisfaftion of their Senſitive 
, 50 affet a ſofr, delicate, ſenſes 
pling Lk reckoning it the only real Heaven 
ired and —_—- by them ; and anyother 
Ho beſide that, ro be meerly notional and 
phanraſtick. This is the Element they defire to 


live 


OO Re — 
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live and ſport in, fitly deſcribed , 7ir. 3. 3 by 


ones drver! Luſts and Ple Hence i comes 
ro paſs, that their Bodies ſerve only to be froiner: 
for Mcats znd Drinks, and Channels for filrhv 
Luſts ro ftream through. In this ſtream the:r 
Maſculine Agility melts away , and all publick 
Hopes and E ations from them are totally 
defeated and diſappointed. Appetite is the Mz/7rr, 
and Reaſon the S/avwe 

Theſe Mer: (if it be fit to call them Mcn) have 
bid defiance ro their own Realgp, and denounced 
a War againſt their own faculties, as if Reaſon 
had licenſed and priviledged (which it never did, 
nor can do) their worſe-than bruitſh Luſts, ro act 
ro the utrermoſt of their Abilities, without any 
maſter of reſtraint over them. 


SECT. IL 


But notwithſtanding the preſent Captivity of 
Reaſon under ufurping and domineering Luſts, 
fo long as it hath a permanent and fixed Koot and 
Principle in their Nature, 'ris poſſible it may re- 
cover its Throne and Empire over them again, 
as many an impriſoned King hath done, and 
bably would do it in a very ſhort ſpace, if rhoſe 
prejudices they have conceived againſt its Go- 
vernment, were bur once fairly confuted and re- 
moved, which certainly is not hard to do. 

They are of Opinion, that the Laws of Reaſon 
are too ſevere, ſtri, and rigorous. Thar they too 
much abridg them of their Pleaſures and Dclighrs, 
and char the Government of Senfſuality being 
more eaſy, favourable and indulgent , is for that 
reaſon much more eligible and deſirable. 

— Whereas 
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Whereawight Reaſon deſigns not the abandon- 
ing of all Pleafures, bur only rhe exchange of 
chem, and that exchange every way to our great 
Advantage. The only hurt or loſs (if rhis muſt 
be accounted {o) any Man can ſuſtain by the ex- 
change of Pleaſures made by Reaſon and Religi- 
on, 1s this, that they deſign for you the rational, 
ordinate, and congruous Delights, both of a Man, 
and of a Chriſtian, in lieu of the lower, baſer, and 
filthy Pleaſures of a Beaſt, or a Devil 

They propoſe ro you Rules about Pleaſures far 
more ſafe and grateful, without any culpable ſe- 
verity or auſterity in them. Reaſon would only 
regulate and /egirrmare your Dclights, and Reli- 
gon ſan#ify them , thar you might much more 
purely and ſweetly enjoy them withonr either 
fame ariſing from their twpitude, or fear from 
their 2wuilr. The Rules of both are m9 and in- 
dulgent enough , and keeping within their lines 
and limars, Men ſhall find ſuch generous, manly, 
and agreeable delights, as are no where to be en- 
joyed without them. 


” NCT 


To make this evident, I ſhall poſtulate and 
preſume bur one thing, and that a thing fo unme- 
diately true and ſelf-evident , that in the firſt na- 
ked propoſal of ir, it naturally and eaſily lets it 
ſeIf into every Mans underſtanding, and no foo- 
ner asks, but gains the Approbation of right Rea- 
ſon. And that ſelf-evident Principle which I rake 
for granted no Man of found inrelleQuals will 
quarrel or diſpute, is this ; 


—— 
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That good which compreſcth and invelanth the tree 
Honour, Profic, and Pleaſure of the whole Man, which 
1 more congruens ts Humane Nature, and prejorya- 
rue of i, 17 8 be priferred in 0a' Efbinaton and 
Choice to that which only yield; a lower degree of 
Pleaſure, without Profit or Honour ts the baſeſt part of 
Man; and that low and tranjiont Pleaſure «t doth 
yield, attended and followed with many preſent and 
fſutare Miſerres, defirutivue to the whole Man 

The ſevera! parts of chis complex Propoſition, 
caſt ſuch a Light and Glory round about them, 
that I cannot imagine , bur as ſoon as it ſhall be 


puns ro the Judgment and Cenſure of 
ound Reaſon , it muſt immcdiatly gain both its 
bation and Applauſc. 

t becauſe Reaſon in many Men 1s fo be- 
clouded , and diſturbed by Luſts and Paſſions, 
thar it can neither receive things orderly , nor 
judg of them truly and impartially: I conceive 
it needful ro demand the Cenſure and Judgment 
of their Reaſon upon the Particulars cofnpriſed 
in this general complex Propolition, that fo 
weighing and examining them one by one, we 
may my whether ſound Reaſon hath any valu- 
able Exception againſt any Part or Mc:mber 
thereof. 
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And Erft, I take it for granted, that ng Man's 
Reafon will deny or demur to this Propoſition, 
That Goed 37 to be choſen, amd Evil te be arvnided. 
For the will is naturally carried ro that which is 
good, as to its proper Obje&t , and ſhuns that 
which is Evil. And that is naturally good which 
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is convenient, and agreeable to Nature; and that 
naturally Evil which i diſconvenient and hurrful 
ro Nature. So that the choice of Good rather 
than Evil, is rhe natural choice of the Will; and 
this choice of the Will is founded upon the Law 
of SelEpreſervation, withour which the Creation 
would quickly disband , and no parricular being 
could be lang preſerved. 

And nor only the Will of rational Creatures 
chuſeth rhe Good, and refuſerch the Evil; bur eve- 
ry ſenſitive Creature is endowed with a natural 
Faculry to diſcern the one from the other in order 
ro the preſervation of their beings. You find it 
in the ſmalleſt and moſt deſpicable Amimalr, 2nd 
therefore cannot deny it unto Man, the nobleſt 
and moſt excellent Being on Earth, oye only 
in his Non-age, before he hath lived to the years 
of Diſcretion. Children indeed in their Intancy 
have no knowledg to diſcern berween Good and 
Evil , Dewt. 1. 39. Bur Men not diſcerning Good 
from Evil, or chuſing Evil rather than Good, are 
many degrees beneath Babes. 

Secondly, Nor will Reaſon hefirare at all u 
this Particular, That here are degrees of Gente, 
found among Pleaſures and Delight; ; ſome are berrer 
than others. Every Lite is not alike pleaſant and 
happy.Todeny this,is to make the molt deſpicable 
Worm, or Fly, equally happy with the moſt ex- 
cellent Creature upon E: . And beſide, for rhe 


Conviftion of ſuch debauched Perſons, as I am 
here arguing with, it will follow clearly from the 
denial of that cruth, that they really gain nothing 
to themſelves by all their extravagant and licenri- 
ous Courſes, there being alrogether as much Plea. 
ſure and Felicity in a temperate, chaſt, and =_ 

te, 


pon, atodnctiied 
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Life, as there is im that beaſtly Life they live. And 
their very deparrure from rhe way of Sobniery, ro 
embrace rhe ways of debauchery, moſt clearly 
evinceth w the World, that they do not think all 
Pleaſures equal , but that they do confident)y ex- 
pe& ro find more Pleafur: and Sarisfaftion in 
the way that they chuſc , than they did in the 
way of Sobriety, which they have left and aban- 
doned. 

Thirdly, I cannot be fo uncharitable ro think, 
bur the Relicks of Reaſon in the moſt profligate 
Perſon, will readily admur and grant, chat where- 
ever the good of Pleaſure , Profit , and Honour meet 
together, and yoyntly conſpire ro make the life of » Man 
mere comfort able; and more durable upon Earth, that 
u much rather to be choſen, than @a metry tranſent 
rouch of ſenſitrve Pleaſure , accompamed with preſent 
regret, and followed with the Ruin of Eſtate, Name, 
Honour, Soul, and Body. He that thinks otherwiſe, 
15 more fir for a Bed/am, than 2 rational and ſober 
Confuration. T helc things therefore 1 rake for 
granted, they being innate and ſelf-evident Noti- 
ons and Pruiciples m all Men. 


SECT; V. 


The Wiſdom and Goodnets of God are clearly 
diſcernable in leaving tuch Principles of Rezfor, 
and common notites-of Conſcience in Men after 
the fall, as prompt chem narurally unto Juſtice, 
I and Sobriery, and do ftrug- 
gle within ther ro reftram rhem from, or recover 
them out of their Immor alinies, from which many 
advannages do reſulr. ; 


» 


For 


They |! 
r.10 rhe 
? 

II. 
e1ce 1n 
the tu 
\Whea ! 


Perſonal Reformation. 25 


For hereby God is acknowledged all rhe World 
over, Men every where ſhewing by rheſe rhings 
the work of rh: Law written in their hearts, Rom. 
2,10 

Hereby Kingdoms and Commonwealrhs are 
preſerv:d, this being the common Bridle which 
reſtrains rhe ourragtous Luſts of millions of 
M:n, which elle would rum the Wor Id into Con- 
fuſhon, tho here and there ſome have flip! Bridle, 
ind run into all excels of Riot We jufl; admire 
the Providence of (God ia burring, bounding, and 
reft-;ining the boiſterous Ocean by Mountains, 
Rocks and Sznds; and as much 15 he ro be admi- 
ral im curbing the inſatiable Lufts of Men by 
theſe innate Principles of Reaſon and Conſci- 
C!ICC 
[lereby che way to Sin 15 in ſome meaſure 
barr'd and fhut up, and the further progrels of 
Sinners, a!ready entered into it, ſtop'd and deni- 
ef For Attions done with regrer, cannot he {up- 
roled ro be done fo frequently and turioufly, as 
it they were done withour any regret ; or that 
the way to Sin were [moothed to them with a 
tuli Confear and Anprobarton of thor whole felt. 
For moſt Sinners find in themſelves whar Madea 
1 '. 

— IV 3co mectrora Proveque, 
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They both fee and approve that which 1s berrer, 
r.:0 they tollow that which 15 worle 

In a word, theſe Relicks of Reaſon and Cnnaſci- 
ence in Men, zre fir handles ro carch hold on, tor 
r:16 running them about from YSiran unto God, 
Whew Put reaſoncd with Felix abour Temperance, 
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Righteouſneſs , and Judgment fo come , his 
words laid hold upnn theſe handles, and gave \bim 

ſuch 2 ſhake, that the Text faith, Felix rvembled. 

And oh! that this Diſcourfe might take hold of 
the Reaſon and Conſcience of every profane Rea- 
der, and produce ſome more excellent and laſting 
eftect upon his Soul. . 
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Theſe notices and diQtates of Reiſon and Can- 
(cience in Men being ſo neceſfary and many ways 
beneficia! ro themſelves, as well as ro the whole 
Community ; it muſt therefore be an horrid Vi!- 
Jany ro war againft them, and by violence to ſup- 
preſs and enflave them to our own Luſt 

This is as if a Company of deſperate Ruff an:; 
ſhould affaulr Innocent and Noble Travellers up- 
on the lawful Road, bind and gag their Guides, 
whilſt they Rob and Proſtiture them. Thus deal 
bruinſh Luſts, hezded by the Dev:l, with the Aﬀe- 
&ons of Men, travelling along the Jawtul Road 
of Dury, under the condutt of Reaſon and Con- 
ſcience. For this Vilkny it was that the Apo- 
file rells us, The wrath of God was revealed trom 
Heaven againſt the Hearhen;, who held rhe rruth 
v1 unrighteouſnefs, Rom. 1. 18. They had the 
Light of Natural Reaſon and Conſcience in them, 
the inbred Notions of Good and Evil, w hich 
raiſed their h or fears according to the Nature 
and Quality of their AQtions. 


Conſe; a ment ut curque ſua of, ita cencipit intra 
Petra pro faite ſpemane mernanc [n0. 
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Bur ther head-ſtrong boiſterous Luſts rudely and 


violently brake in upon Reaſon and Conſcience, 
impriſoned atnd bound them as Zedeiab did rhe 
fairhful Prophet 7cremral for the diſcharge of his 
Duty ro kim. For this the Wrath of God was re- 
vealed from Heaven againſt them. And indeed we 
cannot wonder it ſhould be incenſed againſt them, 
a* if will againſt all that aft like them. For iaroſuch 
2 Sin a$ this, many direful Aggravations fall in ro- 
gether to make it a monſtrous and prodigious Sin, 
Here we tind an high and cauſelets Abuſe of the 
_ natural Faculties and Powers of a Mans 
'n Soul. Wha t harm have thy Reaſon and Con- 
ines done thee by ſtimulating and perſwading 
ro Temperance , Chaſtny , A or by 
Nregling and ſtriviag with thee ro prevent both 
thy prele and furure Ruin * Do they lay their 
fairhful and loving Hands of reftraint upon thee, 
whea they tee thee running headlong unto Deſtru- 
(tion * And do they deſerve for this, and no worſe 
than this, to be thus trampled under foot and abu- 
ſed > Aﬀk thy ſelf, Man, whether thou thinkeſt 
thy very Dog deſerves to þe hanged for opening at 
midnight, and taking thay thief by the throat who 

came w cut thine 7 Aud daref} thou uſe choſe noble 

Powers within thee, worle thin thou would{t ufc 2 

Dog * Humanity would bluſh az ſuch an Attion. 
Thu vile Abuſes of thy Reaſon and Conſcience 
carry alſo in them an horrid contempt of God, 
whole Patent, Othcers, 30d Delegates thy Reaton 
and Conknwnee are. TI hoſe certainly Sin with in 
high hand :ganaft the Lord, who make nothing to 
colrron!, kack, and layſan Irons tus Commution- 
Officer N ppoinred tor no other end, by t (CAT PL Es 

lent and future Felicity. Navy, 
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Such Men as theſe are found in 2 plain Confede- 
racy with rhe Devil, 2nd that in a moſt unnatural 
and horrid Plor agamft rhc4r own Souls and Bodies. 
Their Light and their Lufts are ftrugling roge- 
ther. Sin and Conſcience are comb:ting one with 
the ether ; the one to deſtroy, the other to ſave the 
Man. Dareſt thou jovn with thy Luſfts againft thy 
Tight,and chink not to be brought inasa Parry, :nd 
confederate with the Devil ? The ſtopping of the 
Mourh of thy Conſcience , fully proves borh thy 
Conſent and Concealment. And if proved Con- 
ſent and Concealment make the : not a Party and 
Acceflary, it will be very ſtrange 

Plutarch in his Book de Awicrrtd, relates a Story 
of a Perſian, who ſcuffling in the dark with a Mag: - 
c:an, againſt whom he had a grudge, and not be- 
ing able ro conquer him himtelf, cal!ed upon hrs 
Friend, who ſtood by wirh a naked Sword read y ro 
ſtrike, bur-durſt nor for fear of killing his Friend 
The Perſian Crys Our, Strike, fridge, heweucy thy 

yoke fall; thruſt at am adventure; 1 care not (o theu 


hall the Magician , the rhow kill him through my own 


Much ſo ſtands the caſe here with a little Va- 
riation. Thou art furiouſly ſer upon the Enjoy- 
ment of thy Luſts, nothing will quiet thee but 
their Sarisfaftion. Thy Reaſon and Conſcience 
will oppoſe it,and ſtruggle hard with thee ro with- 
hold thee from them. Bur thou careſt not in the 
rage of thine inſatiable Apperite, tho thy Reaſon 
and Conſcience borh fall- in the Combare, rather 
than thy Luſts ſhou)d not be ſari;hed - Oh, what 
Bruits! yea, what Mogſters can Sin turn Men 
mto! 
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Tf Men have nor ovire __ ied both Reaſon 


and Conſcience by de buuchery, and diveſted them- 

ſelves of Humamry - would tiynk no Motion 
ON A iQ; Ty if vi \\ M made *O ag ra more tau . 
rational, ind 1 4 ot; ernian tis, that they would 


be plealel! ; 1:7 to « niv't themielves, and learken 


to the native und unconitraine} Voice of their 
own Rezlon 2nd Conference , before rhey engage 
them®lves in marrers af great Conttrnament, Up 
on v by both then pret+ wand cternal y 1ture Jo 
depend ; or if they are 2iready er: 32gK , Yet at 
le <1 ro 12d 31 ezr to what they | E tO of 'r for 


their recovery betore it be roo +2 

You are not here urg:d and preſſed ro hearken 
to the Voices ot Your Enemies that hate yOu, Or 
to the counſel] and advice of me-r Str.ngers who 
know not your Afﬀairs; bur ro hearken to your 
ſelves, to be your own Atbirtrators and Judges, 
to draw up the Award with your own hand. 'Tis 
a ſtrange & an hard caſe indeed and (carce ro be 
ſuppolcd, thar M=n ſhould fall our with themſelves 
at ſuch a rate, that they had rather hear the Voice 
of their mortal Enemy the Devil, and liſten ro his 
Advice and Counſel] , thin to the Voice of their 
own Reaſon :nd Conſcience 

We all account it madnels in Balaam to beat 
his innocent Aſs, and threaten tro kill her for 
ſhunning the Sword of the Angel that oppoſed his 

ſhge in a ſinful and dangerous Expedition, Bur 
= many ule both their Reaton and Conſcience 
worſe than Aﬀes , becauſe they dare not go for- 
ward , and deſperately carry them into the very 
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midſt of Dangers and Miſeries, which they plainly 
foreſce and warn them of? 

Whar Injuries have thy Reaſon or Conſcience 
done thee, Man ? What Aﬀronts have they given 
thee? Thar thou wile nor ſuffer th*m ro ſpeak or 
offer one word, tho never ſo p:rtinent, ſea F.nable, 
and neceſſary * There is a Civ iliry due from us to 
meer Strangers, yea, to Strangers of an inferior 
Rank and Quality. The leaſt we cin do, 1 to 
give them a patient hearing, a nd not interrup. 
them whilſt they ſpeak nothing bur what is ratio- 
nal, pertinent , and neceflary , <cfpeci2lly if it be 
ro their own good and advantage. "Tis ſtrange 
Men ſhould not think rhemfelves as much obliged 
to pay Civiliry and Refp:Ct ro their own Reaſons 
and Conſciencer, as they J-ily pay ro meer Stran- 
gersand Inferiors. Give them bur a patient hear- 
ng, and they wil! both rell thee : 

We ave thine appointed Guardian: , and tae cur 
Comm: ſon fron: God 70 adviſe, dirt? , and counſel thee. 
We arc thy f21itlful and maard Fricnd:;, fra, we are 
thine own /, 7, and the beft aud 1:26.0)! part of th; [elf 
to0. Alt ow hand: God will require thy Blood, ſoulafft 
theu periſh by owr Silewce or Treachery, We conmet be 
beth Silt ana Inneocezt, are both in ſuch bazard 
Don't abile wr, and fiep our Month: for crying ow, 
Srop S:0p, when we ſee ihee departing from the Path: of 
Hene fy, Honour, ard Sa'tty, and tak ng he dire? Road 
ts i! he Gulph of Miſery, 1 WHY few, if an) Jo3-ſt epi 
are found of ſuch; ai Y71 again, that are far engazed 
therem, 

Suffer ut? but fairl, and \rimd!y 0 expoſiulate the 
masicy with thee, What deſign can we have again} thy 
true Imere/? , whilft thine and 0ar: carnot poſſibly be 
62p0/7tc or dirnuni?, but one aud tne ame Interef. 


Well 
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Well rhen, that which thy Reaſon and Conſci- 
ence offers being fo weighty, fiir, and juſt, 
and what thine own Intere!t plainly lies m, I will 
not be fo uncharirable, as ro ſuppoſe thou wilt 
either refuſe to hear, or rejeft whar they have ro 
ſay in the tollowing Cates and Dcbares. 
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right Reaſon and Conſcterice, are gre Hp 
*. 7m - outer in = Bla acming the 


Name of God : As all ther K Repti s to (c- 
vera Pleas offered in Defence or Excu/» 
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OD beſtowed on Man the Noble Facu'ry; of 
Toeech ( 2 peculiar Favour and P::iviledy ) 

for rwo Ends and Uſes. (1 ) Thar by the ve of 
his Tongue he may olority his M:k-r, nd fount 
forrh the Praiſes of his Redee! mir. (2 ) Thar we 
mighr rhercby be able co communticere our mind; 
one to another in all our n:cAry 2nd conveni- 
ent Fnterelts and Concernments, whether Civil 
or Religious. This Member, the Tongue, t 
{mall in quantity : is found ro be might y n 
cacy; and whilſt it 13 kept under the Rule and 
Government of Grice, the words that drop &om 
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* are as Apples of Gold in Piftures of Silver. 
Gracious words are Bread to feed, and Warer to 
refreſh the Souls of others, A ſan&tified Tongue 
15 aS a Trce of Life. Converſion , Edification , 
and Conſolation, arc the delicrous Fruirs of the 
Lips. 

Bur the Tongues of ſome Men 1e2%k looſe from 
under all che Laws and Rules burth of Reafon and 
Religion, and ſerve only to vent the froth an 
filth which abound; in the heart, 25 in 2 Fountap? 
of Pollution. For out of the abimdance of the heart 
the woith ſpeakcch, The Tongue moves ligh: &;, 
bur falls heavily ; it ſtrikes ſoft, bur wounds deep 
It would not ſpare Men of the higheſt Rank and 
Eminence , aid not the fear of cipital Punith- 
ments teach them ſo much Wit to keep their 
Tongues in Priſon, that _ may keep their 
Bodies out of Priſon. And tho for this reaſon 
they are afraid of making roo bold with rhe 
Names of Men ; yet having no fear of God at all, 
they fall upon his great and dreadful Name , 
rolling it to and fro without any Reſpeft or Re- 
vYETTRCC. 

Avguftu: prohibited the common uſe of his 
Name, Jeſt it ſhould grow roo cheap and vile, by 
the common and n {s uſing of ir. The Name 
of Mercerius Triſmegiſtus was very ſpaxingly uſed, 
becauſe of the great Reverence ; * People had for 
him. The very Heathen: were afraid to pronounce 
the Name of their great god, Demegorgon, as fear- 
ing the Earth would tremble when his Name was 
mentioned. How doth the Revercnce of Heathen: 
to their falſe gods expoſe and aggravare the impu- 
dence of profeſſed Chriſtians in their vile Indigni- 
nies and Abulcs of the Great and Terrible Name 
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of the True God! Yea,' they not only rake 
up his Name vainly and raſhly into their 
Lips, but audaciouſly infert ir by a profane Qar!1 
into thew common Talk, as that which gives 
the Grace, Lepor, and Ornament to their Dit. 
courſes. Some have not been aſhamed ro lay, 
What piry 4s it that Swearing ſhould be a Sin, 
which gives {o great a Grace and Ornament to 
Language 7 


SH T3 


Swearing by the Name of Goll in a righteous 
Cauſe, when called thereto by due Authority, is 
nor only 2 lawful,but a religious AR. founded u up- 

, and directed to the Honour of God's Omni- 
hen, whereunto there 15 a folemn Appeft made 
in every afſcrtory and promiflory Oath, and a re- 
I1gious Acknowledgment made him of his infallt- 
ble Knowledg of the Truth or Falſhood of our 
Hearts, and all the Secrets of them, be they ne- 
ver fo involved and inward things. 

The kawtul utc and end of Swearing, 1s ro put 
an end to all Strife, and ro maintain both Equiry 
and Chariry among Mcn, the two Bonds and Li- 
gaments of Humane Sociery. Now it being the 
Soveraign Righr and Property of Gcd alonenfal- 
libly to ſearch and try the hearts and reins of 
Men, he thereby becomes the untallible Wirneſs 
to the Truth or Fallkood of what they ſpeak ; to 
that in every ſuch lawful Oath , there is nor on- 
ly a ſolemn Appe4l, and in that Appe: l an Aſc crip- 
non of Glory to his Sovereign Ommilc enc- 
bur therein (implicite)y ar iealh) they pur themn- 


{elves urder lis Wrath and Curſe , in caſe they 
2 Swe..r 


- cn __ Tſe 


== - . 
s OR — 


apa 9 4 m 4 b 9 
_— Pg IP"RC -——_—__— 


34 The Reaſonableniſs of 


Swear falſly, which makes this Aion moſt ſacred 
and -— 0s 
Corruption of Humane Nature by 
the "r—four A theſe Is to God under a Curie 
. | For it is ſuppoſed , tho Mcn be taife 
«nd deceitful, yer there i5 ſome Reverence of a 
Deity, and fear of his Wrath and Curle, lefr nn- 
extinguiſhed in their fallen Narure. So that Men 
will rather ſpeak the truth, (tho to rhe own 
ſhame and lots) than by invocating ſo glorious a 
Name 1n vain, put both Soul and Body under his 
Wrath and Curſe. By which it appears what 2 
awful and folemn thing an Oath Is; and that 
every good Man not only rakes a lawtul Oarh 
with holy fear and rrembling, becauſe of the So- 
lemnity of the Action; bur rather ought ro chute 
Deat than to Swear prophanely, becaule of th: 
horrid Maligairy of the Aftion. 


SEC I. W. 


The contumely and maligniry found in pro- 
fane Oaths, appears in that cerrible threarning, 
The Lard will not hold kom guiltliſt that raketh by 
Name in van ; 2 threatning alrogether as Juft and 

, as It 15 Severe and Terrible. This Sin 
admits of degrees of Guilt. 'Tis highly finful ro 
Swear by the Name of God lightly and vainly in 
our common Diſcourſes, tho the Oath be clip'd, 
and half ſuppreſs'd, or diſguiſed in rhe Pronun- 
ciation of it, which argues ſome remains of fear 
and ſhame in the Sinner. 

'Tis yet worſe ( and indeed not'a jot below 
Blafphemy ) to ſwear by any other Name, than 
the Name of God. For in fo doing, they areri- 
bure 
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bure to a Creature the Sovereign and Inacommu- 
nicable property of God, ſ:+ that Crearvre in the 
very Throne of God , and Inveſt it with the Re- 
galities of his Omniſcience, to know our Hearrs, 
and Almighry Power ro avenge the wrong upon 
us done to himſelf, as well as ro Men by tilt 
t wearing. 

Burt ro break in rudely and bJaſphemoufly upon 
the Sacred and Tremendon: Name of God, with 
bold and ful!-mourh'd Oarhs, ſtriking chrough 
his Sacred Name, with dire& coneumetions 
Blaſphemies ; this :rgues 2n kearr from which 
all tear of God is utterly expell:d and Þda- 
niſhed. 

Yer ſome there are grown up to that prodigi- 
ous herighth of Impicry, rhar they dare affLulr the 


very Heavens, and d/fch:rge who'e Volltes ot 


Bl:atphemies againſt that Glorious Majefty which 
dwells there. They ure nor afraid to bil deti- 
ance to him, and challenge rhe God that made 
them, to do his worſt. They deck and :dorn (as 
they account it) thetr common Diſcouries with 
bloody Oaths, and horrid Imprecations, not 
reckoning them Genrecl and Modiſh without 
them. Ir conſiſts nor with the greatneſs of their 
Spirits to be wicked ar the common rate. They 
are willing to ler the World know, thor they are 
none of thoſe puny, filly Fellows, rhar are atraid 
of inviſible Powers, or ſo much Cow: 45 as tn 
clipa full-monrh'd Oath, by ſepprefſing, or whit- 
pering the Empharical founding Sy!1I:ble ; bur 
think an horrid Blaſphemy makes the molt ſweet 
and graceful Cadency in ther Helliſh R#eto- 


rick. 
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They that they have fully conquered 4ll 
thoſe troubleſome Notions of Good and Evil, Vr- 
tue and Vice, Heaven and Hel}, to that degree, 
thar they can now Afﬀront the Divine Majeſty to 
has very Face, and not fear the worſt he threatens 
in his Word againſt their wickedneſs 

If there be a God (which they ſcarce believe ) 
they are reſolved audaciouſly ro provoke him to 
give thein a convincing Evidence of his Being. 
And if he be (as they are told he is) rich in Pa- 
tience and Forbearance , they are reſolved to try 
how far his Patience will extend, and what load 
of wickedneſs it is capable to bear. 

If their Damnation be nor yet ſure enough, 
they will do their utmoſt ro make it ſure, by 
breaking down the only Bridg whereby they can 
eſcape Damnation; I mean, by crampling under 
their feer the precious Blood and Wounds of rhe 
Son of God, and imprecating the Damaation of 
Hell upon their own Souls, as if it ſlumbred roo 
long, and were too ſlow-pac'd in its motions to- 
wards them. I am of Opinion, there are few 
Chriſtians to be found on Earth, crying ſo often, 
Lord, parden, Lord, [ave me, as lome Wrecches a- 
mong us Cry, ( Herreſco referens !) God damn me , 
the Devil take me. 

Herein they ſe:m to envy the happineſs of the 
Devils, and damned Wrerches in Hell, and en- 
deavour (as one ſpzaks) to ſi.acch Damnation out 
of Gods hands before the time , as if they could 
not be foon enough 2mong their roaring and 
howling Companions in th: 1:41it of the everlaſt- 
ig burnings. But, why ſuch haſte to be per- 
fettly miſerable? The very D-vils themſetves de- 
precats To:rments betore thew tune , tho you 
1/T Precate 
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umprecatc them. Your milery makes haſte enough 
towards vou; you necd not quicken it, or thus 
run to meet 1f. 

I am perſwaded, that if the Bars of the Bottom- 
leſs Pit were broken up and D:vils ſhould aſcend 
in Humane Shapes, none among them would be 
found haſtning upon themſelves the fulneſs and 
compleatnel(s of their Milety as you do. 'Tis a 
Truth, though a ſtrange one, Thar it is much 
ealter to find, than imagine men upon Earth 
profeſſing Ciriſtiam Religion, yet tin fome re- 
ſpett ſunk below the wickednets of the D:abel:- 
cal nature, by making Damnation both the Sub- 
jet of rheir Drollery, and the objett of then 
very wiſhes and defires. Some greater Maſters of 
our Language, may more lively and emphatically 
expreſs the horrid nature of this Sin; but excule 
me, Reader, it I believe no Words or Thoughts 
can meaſure the heighth or depth of this monſtrous 
Abomination. 


2 4 "= wa; £ 


Such conrumelious Language as this (eſpecial- 
ly when grown modiſh and common) cannot bur 
be a moſt high and dreadtul provocation of God, 
and ſuch an one as will certainly bring down hs 
deſolating vengeance , notonly upon the heads of 
blſphemers themſelves, bur upon the States and 

ngdoms that connive at, or tolerate them. We 
read Zech. 5.2, 3, 4. of a flying Roll-full of Cur- 
ſes, the length thereof twenty Cubirs, and the 
breadth thereof ren Cubirs, which ſhall enter in- 
to the houſe of the Swearer,remain inthe midſt of 
his Houſe, and conſume it with the Timber and 


Stones 
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Stones thereof. Blaſphemy and prophane ſwear- 
ing are like Barrels of Gunpowder laid under the 
Foundation of many great and noble Families, 
many of which are already blown up, and laid 
in ruins by this Sin, and many more ready to 
follow, as ſoon as the Juſtice of God ſhall give fire 
v2 47. 

And (comparatively ſpeaking) ic were happy 
if the miſe ited | but alas! ir 4.2 *d 
God to commence a quarrel with the whole 
Land, Ho/. 4. 2,3. And becauſe of Oath: the Loma 
meuynerh. You find in 1/a. 38. whar it was that 
brought that = om defolation upon thar fa- 
mous and uſhing City Jeraſalem, and the whole 
Land of Jadah : For Jeruſalem ir rind, and Tu- 
dah it fall, becauſe their tongues and their doing: 
are againſt the Lord, to provoke the tyer of 1: 
glory. 

But alas ! Scripture-threatnings ſigniftie ſcarce 
ſo much with thele men, as the PrediQtions of the 
Weathet in an Abnanack; and which is ſtrange to 
conſider, the very execution of Scriprure-threat- 
nings before their eyes,will not rerrifie them from 
this inbumane wickedneſs : Even theſe alſo arc 
lau ro ſcorn, or eaſily forgorren. 

! thar God would ſer it home with power 
upon the Spirirs of all thar are in Power, to rake 
ſome ſpeedy and effeftual courſe ro remove this 
accurſed thing, this iniquity to be paniſhed by rhe 
Jacige ; one (and a Chief one roo) of thoſe direful 
provocations of Heaven, to which we owe 2 ſpect- 
al part of our National infelicity at this day. We 
all acknowledge, rhac all proſperity and ſucceſs 


depends upon God : If fo, Rerfon will fubſume, 
what ir mult de cherefore rhe intereſt MT," 
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and Commonwealrhs ro prevent and reſtrain thoſe 
impieties, which fo audaciouſly provoke and in- 
cenſe his wrath. As much 1s this cheir duty and 
intereſt, as it is the intereſt of a Cournrey to avoid 
offences of his Royal Maſter, the King, upon 
whoſe Favour, his Honour and Prefterment de- 
pends, Oras it is the d'aty ot the: Owner, to keep 
in that Ox which 1s uſed to goring; or cover thar 
pit into which ſome have, and others of his Fa- 
mily are like ro fall; Or carefully and ſpeedily ro 
remove that Gunpowder which his enemies have 
placed under the foundation of his houſe ro blow 
ir up. Both Reaſon and Expenence will inform 
the Rulers of this World, That profeſſed Rebels to 
the God of Heaven, are never hike ro make uſeful 
SubjeFts in tke Kingdoms of men. 


SE C3, V. 


Till publick Juſtice lay hold upon ſuch Offen- 
ders, let us try what cloſe reaſforung may effe& for 
their Reformation. "Tis hard to imagine, that 
men of Senſe ſhould fo generally and fo far en- 
gage thernſelves in this Courſe of prophane ſweat- 
ing, and have nothing at all ro ſay tor themſelves. 

If they have no reaſon at all to offer in juſtif- 
cation, or excuſe of whar they do, they a& rhe 
bruirs, not the men, and are ſelf-condemned al- 
ready. 

"Tis a queſtion with me, whether rhe Soul of 
man on this fide Hell can fink fo far into the na- 
ture of a Devil, as to ſin becauſe he will fin, or 
to engage himſelf in a Courſe of Sin, without any 
reſpett at all ro ſome carnal intereſt, eirher of Pro- 
fir, Pleaſure or Honour. 
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The 7hirf hath a vifible Temptation of Gain to 
allure him, or pinching Ne ro induce him. 
The Lyar is drawn in to commit that ſecond Sin, 
to cover the ſhame and rurpirude of a former. 
The Aduberer promiſeth himſelf Pleafure in the 
farisfaftion of his Luſts. And though men ge- 
nerally ſtand amazed to think whatthat Tempra- 
tion ſhould be which prevai!s upon rhe Swearer, 

doubclcſs ſomething there is he hath ro plead 
m excnſe and exrenuation of his Faulr. Wharſo- 
ever it be, let it be produced and weighed in the 
ballance of right Reaſon; wvalcar quanium wvalcre 
pereft , Tet it have its due valne and conſideration. 
And cou'd I imagine any thing more likely to be 
their mducements, than what I ſhall! here menri- 
on, I would nor conceal them. There are only 
four things that can fall within the compals of my 
imagination pleadable by them, when ſeriouſly 
charged with the evil of the Fa&t. 

3. Some of them will haply rell us, that rhey 
would not ſwear as they do, if they could gain 

credit to what they ſay without it ; but the incre- 
dulity of others provokes them ro add to many 
Oaths to their ſingle Afﬀfirmarions. 

2. Others of them will rell us, they only ſwear 
in their paſſion, when provoked by injurics recet- 
ved from others ; and if men d:d4 not wrong them, 
they would not wrong God as they do. 

'3. Some will plead, that Swearing is become 
modiſh, the Badge and Charafter of a Gentleman, 
that it gives them reputation among men of their 
own rank and quality, and that they ſhall be look- 
ed upon as ſneaking fools, unfit for the Company 
of Gentlemen.ifthey could norduſcourſe with them 
in this Dialett. 

4. And 
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4 And fome will confeſs th: Pradice 1s evil, 
bur char they have geeren ſuch an il! habit, and 
the Sin is become fo cuſtomary wit! them, that 
many tumes they know not whether they {wear 
Or NO. 


I cannot imagine, nor (I think) they them- 
ſclves, whatelſe is plezdable in excul? or extenua- 
tion of this horrid Sin: L-t theſe that arc produ- 
ced havea fair tryal at the bar of Reaſon, and car- 
ry your tclves towards this Sin for ever hereat- 
ter, according to that righteous verdict your 
ſclves ſhall now be forced to paſs upon it 


TET-8:- FS 


To begin with the fuſt Plea; You ſay, you 
would not ſwear as you do, could you gain cre- 
dit to your words without it. Weigh this queſti- 
on in the upright balance of thine own Reaſon, 
whether any wiſe or ſober man in the world, will 
find himſelf ever the more obliged ro believe what 
you ſay, by the addition of blaſphemous Oaths 
and Imprecations, to your plain and ſimple Affir- 
mations and Negations. I cannot think that you 
your ſclves would give the more credit to any 
man that ſhall profes his finceriry to you, by find- 
ing him in that his very Profeſſion falſe and trea- 


cherous to his God. Say, Reaſon, doſt nor thou 
rake this for a fure truth, That he: who makes no 
conicience of being rrue to God, will never make 
much conſcience of being falſe ro men * For what 
is that which gives any man's words reputation a- 
mong wiſe and ſober men, bur the Tn of 
tus integriry and conſciegcious fear of tus 
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and guile? Take away that, and with it you take 
away the credibility of all his Reports and Aﬀrma- 
rons. 

IfT look upon the perſon that ſpeaks, as a man 
of integrity and conſcienſcious tenderneſs, I have 
a ſufficient ordinary ſecurity of the truth of what 
he ſaith. Bur if I look upon him as a man of a 
proftirure and ſeared Conſcience, that dares ven- 
rure upon any ſin; a man in whom there is no 
awe of God to produce veracity in his words ; 
then my Reaſon preſently concludes, that where: 
there 15 no Trarb, there ought to be no Tryft : For 
Truth 18 the very ground-work 2:1d foundation 
of Truſt. Now what truth c:1 we ſuppoſe ro be 
Icft in that man, that flicks not upon any trivial 
occ:!ton to break aſunder all the obligations of a 
Creacere to his Creator ; rogether with all the 
bonds of kindneſs his great and beſt BenefaQor 
h:th bound kim w:ichz!l, and without any the leaſt 
Inmiry + can pretend his God hath done him, ro 
fly in his very face with the moſt contumelions 
Language * Cn we ſuppoſe any treth ro be 
in, or any truſt to be due to ſuch a man as 
this ? 

Good men and bad are thus contradiſtingniſh- 
ed, Eccl.g. 2. Him that ſweareth, and he that fcareth 
an oa:h. A conſcientious man is fo afraid of an 
Oath, that he would rather chuſe to die than 
ſwear ſome kind of Oaths: And though he be 
farisfied of the Lawfulneſs of an Oath in general, 
and of the matrer of that Oath he ſweareth in par- 
ricular; yet an holyawe and fear of God fi!)s his 
heart, when he ſwears lawfully and neceffarily, 
Ieft he ſhould fail in the manner of it, by nor gt- 
ving that due reverence to the Name of _ 
which 
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whach fo ficred ani folemn an ARtion re- 
quires 

Bur from prophane ſwearing and blaſpheming 
the Name of God, every mans Reaſon may juſtly 
and plainly infer this Concluſion ; Thar the fear of 
God 1s not in that man's heart : And where there 
15 no tear of God, whar truth can be ſuppoſed in 
him, or what truſt can be _ to tis ve wds or 
Oaths * bur the more he ſwears, fil rhe I£fs rea- 
ſon all wife men have to be fie eve wn Song Ay [Tam 
fure the creduliry of Fools adds lirrle r: -puration tO 
him. This Plea therefore for prophane Swearing, 
1s aJrogether ſham'd, bafled and caſhicred by the 
eommon Reaſon of Mankind. 


TEST T. VR 
Call therefore to the Bir of Reaſon, rhe ſecond 


Plez or Apology for prophane Swearmng. 
| 3) pro! ; 
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men 44% ene you, 


T?;is is fo wecik a Plea for fo great a Sin, that I 
wonder men are not aſh:med wo bt ring it 1aro the 
Court of Reaſon. This is the tru: ſenſe and 
ſtrength of it . My enemy hath :bule] me, rhere- 
fore I'll avenge the wrong my enemy hath done 
me, upon my beſt Friend and Ben: factor [ chal- 


lenge you to give but the colour or the ſhadow 


ot a found Reaſon, why upon any + vou have 


received from men, you ſhould Lal {o 1 jurioully 
upon th: Name of God, who never abuſed or in» 
jured you, ſince he gave you a w_ bur hath 
always done you good. Tell me, Man, (if rnou 


have 
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have the Reaſon of a man in thee) what wrong 
hath God done th-: 7 Whie: in hath h: in;arcd 
thee, tint thou thus wwreakef? | hy revenge vpon 
him ? If an enemy have :itrontel 104, Re BY 
would tell yoh, yo» ough © net to take reving 
for ir, upon your F: ic 1] beft Benet Ct, 
Have you none bur CG. ro of , when m.271 a- 
buſe and injure you ? Can vour Keaton conpro- 
bare and allow ſuc! in Attion 45 this * Sotan uh 
ſtigares the COrrup: 10s of Mn tt t11p2re you. 2nd 
you fly in the fac of God for it, whine Laws fe- 
verely prohibir ſuch Aﬀions, and vill aveny: the 
injuries done unto him. Sp2-k 19 more there. 
fore for ever in the Wa) of excuſtrig th: hoirid 
ſinfulneſs of this fat aga)! {Þ (79d, 1 pO: the aC- 
count of injuries done thee by ty; Fe llow-Crea- 
ture. The Caſe is plain'y determined, and caſt 
over the bar of Reatun with contempt and abbor- 
Yence. 


SECT. VIAL 


Come we next to your third Excuſe or Plea ; 
T hat Swearing is become modifh,and groves you 4 Rep u- 
tation among men of your own Rank and Quality, and 
that you ſhall be looked Wpon 4s ſneaking fellows, unf: 
for the Soct wry of Gentlemen, i ou ata ne: dijcom je 
with them m their own D: alt 


This Apology for Sin 1s of no late date : S/- 

Via Mentions it as far back as his own Time; 

prophane perſons then * thus 

"Mak: iſs co- pleaded for themſelves, That they 

guntur, ne vi- were compelled ro be evil, Ieft 
les babeantir., they ſhould he accounted vile. 

Wherher 
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Whether there be any weight in ths Apology 
for Swearing, will quickly appear, now 1t 15 to 
be oy in the ballance of true Reaſon 

. And firſt of all, Jet us conſider what makes 

a true Gentleman, and wherher prophane Swear- 
ing have any place in his rrue 
Charafter and Deſcription. A f 6G, weraſnus, 76- 
(entleman 1s one thar ſprings 6:/:7, cx prec/a- 
trom famous and renowned An- ro gerere evtrus, 
ceſtors,and degene: ates nor from au: x gmrere non 
their Probity and Honour. t dfciitt 

This is the man whom rhe 
Latin; call Geners/we, and we a Gentleman Be- 
cauſe we ſuppoſe a man of ſuch an ExrraGtion and 
Education more Gentle, affable, and condeſcend- 
ng ro Interiors, and to keep a Nricer govern- 
ment over his Tongue and Paſſions, than rude 
Plebeans are wont ro do. Upon this account the 


Poct rightly obſerves; 


Quo mayer eff quiiquit, magi! t ? placabiltt ira, 
FE: Facilet moetiss mit nu! gener) a capir 


Mz-n of Gemee! Fxtrathon and Educetion. are 
Perſons whoſe Paſſions arc ſuppoſed ro move more 
gently than other mens : And if at any time they 
be moved diſorderly, yet are they more placable, 
and ſooner reduced, han thoſe of ſordid and ba- 
fer Spirits are. 

TiVerme which raiſes and ennobles Families 
at fixſt : for emmy ſanguis conceler, all Humane 
Blood is derived from, and ually rainted by 4. 
dam. Nobler and Baſer B is an after Diff 
rence, made by Virtue and Vice among men. 
And as Virtue firſt ennvbled and raiſed ſome F- 


malics 
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malies above others,ſo it will ſtill conrinue the Lme 
of Honour in their Poſterity ; And as their Vir- 
rues ſhall eacreaſe, fo will their Honour propor- 
tionably do. 

The Caſe truly and plaialy ſftandiag thus, 'ris 
morally impoſſible ro make Debauchery rhe pro- 
per Badge and Charatter of Gentility. For men 
of Emanency above the Vulgar, are more ©- 
buged than they to ſhun all bats and fordid Atti- 
ons : And as their Honour increaſerh, fo do their 
obligations ro Temperance and Sobriery en- 
creaſe and ſtrengthen npon them proportio- 
natly. 

'T was therefore a right and rational Obſcrva- 
tion of Hirrome, I jce mathmg de/irabie im Nobility 
(ſaith he) bur this, that ſuch men ave bound by a cer- 
tam kind of neceſſity, mot to degener nie from, or fiam 
che glory aud honour of their renowned Anceſtory, 
And the Reaſon is ſtrong and evident. For Ver- 
rue being that which firſt differenced their Blaod 
from others, they are obliged by all the value 
they have for the honour of their Blood and Fa- 
milies, to ſhun thoſe Vices which ftain rhirt ho- 
nour and dignity; And what Vice can ditboyogr 
and debaſe them more,than prophane Swearing ? 
For if the 47ms of many Noble Fanwilies have 
been reverſed for Treaſon egainſt the King ; 'ris 
irrational to imagiae, thag Treafon agaialt the 
King of Kings, ſhould = | new mark of ho- 
nour: And what is Blaſphemy bur 'T 5eafon a- 
gainſt God ? "Tas plain than from rhe rrue Rite 
and CharcQcr of a Gentleman, graphene Swear- 
ng.neicher fult raiſed, nor car preſerve and can- 
riznue, but rather blots aad rs theu Reputaty- 
on and Janus. 

2. Though 
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2, Though I am moſt willing to pay a becam- 
ing deference to all Perſons of Noble and Genteel 
ExraGtion,yet in. faithfulneſs to their true honour, 
I am Lorochiignd to ſay, (and in ſaying it, I can 
offend no man that hath a true ſenſe of honour) 
thar their natural Deſcent can never give them ſo 
much honour, z5 the Vices I am here cenſuring 
will refleft ignominy and dithonour upon them. 
To be a flave of Satan,and your own Jufts,i luch a 
mark of infamy, as all the honourable and illuſtri- 
ous Titles in the world can never cover. It is 
berrer to rife by Vertue to Honour, from con- 
remptible Parents, than by Vice and prophane- 
neſs to grow contemptible from honourable Pa- 
rents. 'Tis your honaur ro have many Servants at 
your command, obſequioully atrending a nod of 
your head, or a beck of your finger : bur as your 
own Reaſon, Gz-nmemen, whether it be nor a 
greater diſbonour for you to arrend as oblequiou!- 
ly your ſelves upon every beck and nod of Satan, 
and your own luſfts. 

Were your Natwral Birth once ennobled by the 
New-B:irth, you would be more than thrice ho- 
nourable : Grace would make you more illuſtri- 
ous, than your natural Extrattion doth orcan do. 
Or it Morality (which is far interior to that ho- 
nour, and for which, Hes:bens themliclves have 
been renowned in the Pagan world) did but adorn 
and beautifie your Converſations, though it can- 
not enntle you to Heaven, or ſecure to you the 
glory of the world to come, yet n would make 
you ſtune in the eyes of men in this World, and 
taking it5 advantage from your honourable Extra- 
Chon, make you Tiff from perſons of an inferior 


rank, as Stars of a greater magnirude and Juſtre 
| hope 
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I hope ,Genrlemen valuing themſ:1ves upon their 
honour, w1!] not be offended ar a ſharper mveRive 
than this, againſt thoſe Vices that darken and e- 
clipſe rheir honour, both in the eyes of God, as 
well as in the judgment of all wiſe and good 
men. 
3. Suppoſe what you ſay tobe true, that ſome 
prophane Gentlemen ſhould ſcoffand deride you 
for your ſober Carriage, and decorous Language, 
(things which ought ro be inſeparable from true 
Gentility)I would in this caſe appeal ro vour own 
Reaſon, why you ſhould nor enjoy your own 
pleaſure in as full latirude and liberry, as they do 
theirs * They delight in the Dialect of Devils, 
you in pure and inoffenſive Language. If rhey 
will drink the pudled Warers, and you refuſe 
them for the pure Criſtal Streams, you have ro 
be fure 2s much reaſon (and a thouſand times 
more) ro atlerr your hiberty ro be verrnous, than 
they have (or can pretend ro hve) a priviledge 
ro be vicious 

And if they will be offended with you for this, 
their cffence is groundlets m themi-lves, and will 
be great!» advantagious ro you. For you need 
nor doubt bur you may fnd betrer Company than 
theirs any wherecn this ſide Hel]. I remember that 
rational and excellent Apology, which Tertullan 
made for rhe Chriſtians in his tune againſt rhe 
Gentiles ; ** Wherein (faith he) do we offend you, 
« if we will not partake with you 1n vour De- 
** lights ? If we ſuſtain any damage by ſuch our 
* retuſal, the injury can be only our own. We 
4+ reject your Pleaſures, and you are not delighted 


** with ours. 


You 
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You will ſhew your ſelves true and worth 
Gentlemen in abandoning and rejefting (upon fo 
noble an account as this) all further unneceſfary 
Society with ſuch Gente {-rwen ; for ſo they deſerve 
fo be called, rather than Gentlemen. They boaſt 
indeed the honour of their Blood, whilſt they 
_ che 10us and invaluable Blood of 
Chritt under rherr feer : They boaſt theic Eminen- 
cy above the Vulgar, whilſt mean time they 
labour vitely to debaſe him that fer them 
chere. 

I am ſure there's not a Devil in Hell, bur is 
by neture of a more honourable and illuſtrious 
Houſe, than the proudeſt of Blaſphemers. They 
«re Angels by Nature, though Devils by PraQtice. 
They have litrle reaſon to boaſt of rheir Original 
Excellency, which now aggravates their miſery, 
Sm darkened rheir luſtre, degraded chem from 
their Natural Dignity ; 2nd fo it will do theirs alfo, 
thar imitate Devils in their Blaſphemy and Ma- 
1gnity againſt God. 

4. It may aseaſtly be proved as afferred, Thar 
ro make Curfing, Swearing and Blaſpheming, che 
Badges and ChoaraQteriftical marks of a rrue Gen- 
tleman, is the fouleſt blor and mark of infamy, 
which rhe malice of their Enermes can deviſe to 
put mo their Eſcurcheons; and ſuch an affront, 
av oughr ro be highly retcared by all rrue Ge-n:!:- 

Should the moſt malicious Egemy you have wn 
the world ice an Herald to devite x mark of Infamy 
for your Coars of arms, wo Mike you ridiculous 
and a by-word +mong the people, he could ne- 
ver diſkonour you at rhat rate you rlus way diſho- 
nour your ſelves. 


=_ OT 


: 
; 
/ 


/ 
| 


Perſonal Reformation. SI 


go to Hell, i Cr.6.9, 10. and if the mar 
, certainly the Gentleman is in a bad 


red! 
be 
Caſe. 
6. In a word, I am paſt all doubr, and ſomay 
ou too, that this gentec] mode of Swearing, 
rinking and Whoreing, which hath ſpread fo 
far in the preſent infamous Age, into Proteſtant 
Srares and Kingdoms,is the very Spirit and ſtrength 
of 2 Pepi/b Plor, Subrilly prageRted, and induſtri- 
ouſly managed for their cffettual reduftion to Pe 
pry. 

For nothing in the world can reconcile men to 
Popery, yea, and even endear them to it, like 
Debauchery. Under Popery, Gentlemen may come 
up to the rates of coſtly Pardons and Indulgences, 
for their greateſt Sins. They may give themſelves 
liberty to wallow in prophaneneſs all the days of 
their lite. They may give their lufts the urmoſt 
{cope and liberry, and yet have a plenary Pardon 
when they die. So rhat they need nor abridge 
themſclves of any ſinful liberty, or boggle at the 
loudeſt Blaſphemy, whilſt they have that in their 
Pocket ro ſhil and quiet ſomething that grumbles 
in their Boſom. Do you not ſee, Gen:lemen, the 
narural rend-ncies of theſe things ? . Does not 
Debauchery look like a Shooing-Horn to Ps- 


pry. 
Beſides, Gentlemen, the Devil and the Pope are 


confederares in a farther deſign upon you ; and it 
their deſign hit, they hope to win by Power wt at 
they may miſs by Policy ; and that by the very 
me merhod of corrupring and debauching Per- 
fons of eminent Rank and Quality, in Proteſtant 
Kingdoms and Conmonwealths. For (as a 
D 2  Learn- 
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Nobilirute. p. 64. 
obſerved); Theſe are 


Qui publicis rebus interns the men eſpecially in- 
fer & praſient, mſi wit; reveſted in the publick 
fam: ae mobiles f Quuts m Aﬀeairs of Kingdoms. 
Stnaru prait, m fore pre- Theſe reprefent the 
flder ? primripes ſane wire & People in Parliaments. 
aubites, £107 5ubir, werar, Theie make their Laws, 
arit, farnge: ? Qs werfar adminiſter the Govern- 
& wwhoit enenia? iris fee mentim Peace and War, 
ger fingit & refingie* 214 To their hands are com- 
m pure Rempuitienc:, cron- mitted the great con- 
ms bofte: bells adn:n:firar, cerns of Nations. Theſe 
prarermam vii mobiles! arerheythar hilthe Seats 

of publick Judicature, | 

It Gentlemen Ry this —_—_— gene» 
raily corrupred and i by Debauchery, their 
Mftuence ant] example is likely co infeft the 
greateſt parr of the Body-Poiimck, and either 
make the people eaſily plzable ro the charms and 
court{hips of 00wop , for the Reaſon before 
mentioned, or fo befor their excellene Parts, and 
enervate their Mafculine Courage, that they ſha!l 
fall an eafie prey to their (otherwiſe) weak and 


CO IIEnS. 
cerrinly, Gentlemen, we have all cauſe 
co reckon this Plot very far advanced, when we | 


flmal! fee Debauchery every where made the Badge 
of Gentiliry ; and Chaſtiry, Temperance and So- 
briery, become the marks and nores of Infamy. 
When Civility it ſelf ſhall be hiſs'd with derifion 
our of forne Genthemens Company ; and the more 

re and ſober any man 1s, by fo much the 
tefs fit to be a Gentleman's Companion. 


Elrrabeths Days rightly 


BY 
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By this time I hope you are convinced, that true 
Gentility 1s no enemy to Sobnery, nar Debauche- 
ry the Charatter of Gentility; and will at leaſt 
pardon, if nor rhank me, for endeev ouring this 
way to ſecure the true hongue of forme, whilſt I 
rationally argue down the Vices and Folles of 
others. This Plea for Debauchery, you fee hath 
the fame fare the former hay, and delaves neva 
ro be mentioned more. : 


SSC TT AM 


[There is but one Plea more, and that as 
filly and irrational as any of the former ; And 
that 15, 


The cuſtom and habit of Swearing, which you lay & 
hard te be broken. Thi; Sim us become Jo cn/tomary to 
yes, that new you /carce note or objerve ut it! (oat 


Jebver. 


That there may be Truth in the Matter of this 
Plea, I neither deny nor doubr; but that it is a 
rational and allowable Plea, will never be gran- 
red by your own Reaſon. The rhing you fay 
may be true; for we ſomerimes find that when 
you are taxed for Swearing, you will pre- 
tently ſwear that you did not ſwear; and 
curſe him to his fice, that accuſes you far 
Curſing. 

Burt pray, Gentlemen, make your own Reaſon 
judge, whether Cuſtom be a valid and allowed 
Plea tor prophane Swearing and Curſing, Say, 
Reaſon, wilt thou allow that one of the y 
aggravations of $.n, 1s pleadable 1n thy 

D ; for 
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for the excuſe or extenuation of it ? Wilt chou 
give x under thy hand, that the man is the lefG 
guitry, becauſe the more wicked ? Dareſtthou to 
warrant it, that God will cake the. leſs notice of 
the men do him, becauſe they are uſed 
and ac ſo ro .and abuſe him every 
hour in the day? If your Reaſon can allow and 
warrant this, I muſt ſay ir is different, yea, and 
 — "a to' the common Reaſon of Man 

Say not, I make my own Reaſon the Rule and 
Seandard ot yours or other mens. For ITargue 
here (as I have done all along before) upon the 
cotnmon Tepick; and Maxim: of Reaſon, generally 
allowed all the World over by Mankind. If a 
CIS, the oftner it is repeated,” the more 

it is aggravated. 

To beplainand fairhful with you, Gentlemen, 
if it be your cuſtom ro blaſpheme, *ris God's cu- 
ſtom to” damn Blaſphemers. If you uſe to be 
drunk and unclean, God uſes to puniſh Drunk- 


'ords and Adulrerers (if impeniteat and unrefor- 


med) with his everkſting wrath 
And when you are cited (as ſhortly you muſt 
be) before the awful Tribunal of the great, the 
— and the terrible God, ask but your felves, 
wherher ſuch a Plea as this, be like to excuſe you 
in whole or in part, and rake off the hezno ſs 
of theſe horrid Impieties ? Will your prophane 
Oaths, and direful Execrations and Imprecation”, 
be excuſed in the leaſt degree, by lng Be, 
Lord,I was fo ES ro blaſphcme of __s, 
Curſing, Swearing amning were ſo familiar 
in my Lips from day to day, thitI h:d 


quire loſt the ſenſe of the Attion, as well as SE | 
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the evil thereof; and therefore, Lord, pity, ſpare 
and have mercy on me: O damn nor my foul ro 
thine everlaſting wrath. For though I have im- 
_— ir upon my ſelf, yer frequent cuſtom at 
ength exringuiſhed 21l my ſenſe and conſcience of 
the evil thereof, till at lengrh I could play with 
a direful imprecation as an harmleſs rtung ; nay, 
thought ir an ornament and grace to my Speech, 
a gallant Expreſſion alamode the Times and Pla- 
ces | lived in. 

Is not this as good a Plea, and not a jor better 
chan that of a MalefaQor upon his Tryal for Lite 
and Dearth, when Theft -or Robbery have been 
evidently and ſubſtantially proved upon him, and 
the Judge demandeth whar he hath ro fay for him- 
ſ-lf, why Sentence of Death ſhould not paſs 
upon him ? Mercy, my Lord, Mercy, cries he ; 
for [ have been ſo uſed and accuſtomed co filching 
and thieving from my Youth up, that for ſome 
years before ] was apprehended, every ones Goods 
and Carrel ſeemed ro me to look like my own ; 
ſo that I ſcarce knew when I ſtole, and when I 
d:d nor. 

And thus, Gentlemen, you have heard a fair 
Teryal of the Sin of prophane Swearing and Im- 
precations of Damnation, and you have heard 
the verdi& of yoar own Reaſon and Conſcience 
upoffrche Caſe. The Lord help you to break off 
and reform that ſin , for which there is not one 
word of Apology or excuſe now left in your 

ou 

Let me cloſe all I have to ſay upon this head 
with one plain Queſtion: Do you think you muſt 
dis, or live here tor ever, as you now do? If 
are convinced (as all the Living are Catia 


D 4 be) 
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be) that you muſt die, do you defire an eafie ans 
xd nod or x painfu} and terrible Death ? I 
ume there ir no man living that is convenced 
muſt die, bur defires Eton 
db bararies, as ealy and c a diflohuri- 
on 5 may be. If fo, I appealto your Reaſon, whe- 
, ther ſwearing and blaſpherning the 
Name of God, he a proper rational way to obtain 
peace and corntort at dearh ? With what hope or 
encouragement can thoſe rongues of yours cry at 
death, Lord have mercy upon me, which have 
thar Name, and imprecated Damnarti- 

on him, till you came into your laſt extre- 
mities, which convinced you, you could live no 


Tadalone Queſtion, and well worth a cool 
and ſolemn debate in your own Reaſons and Con- 
ſciences. Some of you are more 
to the dangers of death than orhers, 
to nr ae If you fal}, you 
either fall conſiderarely, or inconfiderately. If 
pct gem prog wr _ without any ſenſe or conſcs- 
a of this horri Rh: you die impenitently, 
"at. ly and miſerably. If 
and with awakened Conſciences, I 
—_— guilr as this will nor ny 
—_ than the Peals and *4 Vollies of thoſe 
and ſmall Guns do,which breathe Deſtrutti = 
on you, and round about you ? I have done my * 
= plainly and fairhfully ro the very face of 

eaſon and Conſcience; and if for my faith- 
Juineſh at1d 22a) boch for God's honour and yours, 
I am rewarded with Curſes ; yor if you 
wonld forbear to b and rend in pictes 


the Name of God, I not much regard the 
obloquy 
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a] obloquy and reproach my Name ſhall undergo and 
I ſuffer upon that account. Bur I expe Gem you 
- becrer fruit than this. 
Ch- SM. le IONS. -ADIIES ADE 
Go - 
he GRHAT. -IY, 
Ty 
-— IF herein Reaſon and Conſcience are again 
ve con/{ulted avout the Prattice of Drunk- 
th enneſ; ; and their righreons and m- 
 _ partial Cenſure pruen upmn that Caſe. 
no 
- be ee __ 
ON 6F'CB-/v 
tely | 
dy > our Souls and Bodies be of vaſtly 
t Natures and Originals, yet they do 
It = and embrace each other with moſt dear and 
uct render affetion. "Tis marvellous to behold ſuch 
; a Spirirual and Heavenly Crearute as the Soul ja 
f all men, fervently loving, and in moſt men fond 
s,I | dotingupona jump of Cl, a clod of Earth : 


ir, If the meanat 
Mcmber of the Body bo in pein, che. 50d woes 
ſelf ro 


roar ſymparhizerh renderty wi 
| np mags for it, and evidences it 
and 


> my * by commanding, the eyes both to watch 
e of | ; the, Tongue tv complain and moan; 
airh- rhe 5 to bind up ics Woupds with all imagj 
ours, | nable tenderneſs, ca y defend it from 
you leaſt injurious rouch: But if the whole be in 
icces . how do its nobler Faculnes of Under- 
| the ſtanding, Memery and Invention, awaken and 


oquy Ds beſtir 


and 
Whilſt the Soul lives in union with the Body, 
"ris filled with affiduous (and too often with ex- 
arbitant and diſtraſting) cares for its neceſſary 
ſupport and comfort. And when it muſt be ſe- 
parated from it by death, whar ſtrong averſations 
death doth it ordinarily diſcover ? 'The ſtrong 
bonds betwixr it and the Body, can- 

1 without much conflit and ſtrug- 
evidenced by theſe Empharical groans :t 
forth; groans which other men under- 
, nor can be ſuppoſed ro underſtand , 
themſelves come to feel the parting- 


Fra: 
b 
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reaſon of all which, lies in the intimate 
which is berwrnr theſe different Narures, 


The 
relation 


in all the comforts and troubles of 
15 the Soul's houſe in which ic 
ſhall dwell, call death duſolve ir. 


"Tis the Tool and Inſtrument by which it doth 
all its Works, whilft it is in this fate of com- 
10n;and therefore the Soul cannoc bur love it 


verSir. 


Perſonal Reformation. 
$R8CT. IE 


The caſe ſo ſhnding betwixt the Soul and Be- 
dy, the wiſdom or folly of rhe Soul isplainly dif- 
covered in its way and an adyes err 
— the love and _ — 
is in the government of his Wife; Or t 
in ordering the Affairs of his Houſe; or the near 
breeding of a Mn in the comely wearing of his 
Garmenrs ; Or the kill and care of an Arrificer 
how brightneſs, keenneſs, and ſharpneſs of his 

Some Husbands give evidence to the world 
of their governing-prudence and ability, in ſuch 
an allowance of liberry ro their Wives, as the 
Laws of Conjugal Love require, and their Eſtates 
and Incomes will conveniently bear, and no more; 
and in reſtraining their Exrravagances, as well 
as by encouraging. their verruous Courſes, in 
keeping back no- due encourgement to Ver- 
=_ nor giving the leaſt encouragement unto 

ice 


A pepogs man, >a carrzes — be- 
coming-ſenſe of his ity, and the Deceram 
hs cnghr ccxeatingly ro obſerve, will wear his 
Garments decently , and ing his Rank 
They ſhall be ſure to be neat and clean, and fir 
fit and comely upon his Body. He abkocs to 
wear a Garment rumbled in the Mire, and 
£0 like a Beaſt, without regard ro his Repurs- 
> pſp 
No prudent Owner and- Governour+ of art 
Houſe, will let the — cmgue, Ames. g the Roof, ' 
nor choak up the Paſſage ts- his Door vo 


thin ſhall be neat and 


His Houſe wi 


Dang hill 


naſty : The 
toy Van 


—_ 
uſe ; nor 
in ſome 


ſclefs,or 


too 
R—— 
neglected <c 
render them urterly uy 
botches ſuch Inftrumears 


Ruſtand Flaws ſhall 
make him bluſh ar the 
will cauſe in his Work. 


Harb outbman will neicher break the 
nor over-doad it wit dealing, 
oe Weeds, 

i caurn in a fiream. of Warer 
to faine- 
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the Womb, and is its dear and conſtant Partner, 
both in preſent and farure Good or Evil. 'Tis 
the Garment it wears, the Inftrument ir vuſerb, 
and the Field ic culcivates. Ir muſt neather dery 
thoſe necefary Supports and Comforts 

and Nature allow it, nor yet ſucfeir 


folly of the Soul is diſcovered. 
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Sad and doleful therefore are the Laments and 
Complaints of the Bodies of Drunkards, againſt 
the Folly and Tyranny of their Souls ; 2nd as Ju 
as ſad. Let me therefore here aQ the part 0 
Advocate for your Bodies , which is a part of 
your ſelves, and v0 which by rhe Law of Nature 
you owe Love, Care, and Honour; or rather 
by a Proſopepea , lor me bring in the Body ſigh- 
ing.out its own Complaints in the Ears of its 
own Soul, and rhus bemoaning ir ſelf ro ir. 

** Oh, my Soul! I have cauſe to lament the 
3 Fy.- thar ever 1 was married to ſuch a ſot- 

Fool as thou art, who art deſtirute both of 

* Wiſdom and Love to Rule and Govern me. I 
* may juſtly reſume 7ob's Lamenration upon thy 
** account, and ſay with him, Let the day periſh 
*\ wherein 1 was born, and the night wherein 17 was 
| Jaid, there wu a man-child concerved. Why died I 
'* net from the Womb? Why did I not give up the 


* Gbeſft when 1 came out of the Belly ? Fir now ſhould 
'* [ have lien fil and been pres ; 1 ſhould have flee ; 
** chew 1 had been at ref}. 

* I have been a 


Body , and 
CITES ond Sober? 1 had” been 
happy- —_— w_ been a cruel Tyrant to 
me with more than 

by We. capa fry _ Thou haſt plunged 
** me many times mto thoſe Ues of Exceſs | 
** wherein thou haſt drow ed thy own Reaſon, 
© and my Health. My well-muxed Beauty is now 
' rurned 


falrers ; 
deſtroy- 
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JO es» mm——nrd 9-ar pet bur 
© I muſt fuſer Erermlly with rhee, and for thee. 
'" Thou haſt both c me, and rhy Eftare 
* given toſt me; and now [ amtike to fuf- 
ke Oo w a Anh rere Wy ex- 
"ceſs; and all this throngh thy miſgovernment 
'* Theſe Feer (if thou hedit pleaſed ro command 
"* them) would as readily have carried thee to 
H thy Cloſer, or the Aſſemblies of God's People, 
" a$ to an Ale-houſe, or Tavern. Theſe Fin 

' would have ſerved to open and rurn the 

" Pages, which contain the Oracles of God , as 
"to Cog a Die, or have Shuffled and Deal a Pack 
" of Cards. This Tongue might have been me- 
' lodiouſly employed in ſinging the Praifes of 
' God among his People, as well as in Swearing, 
" Roaring, and Singing among drunken Sors and 
" Fools, if thou hadft n endued with govern- 
ing Wiſdom. 

* Thou knoweft I could do nothing without 
"thez. Thou hiſt a deſpotical Power over all 
* my M:mbers. They are at thy beck, and rhou 
" at the Devil's. Betrer had it been for me, h1d 1 
* been the Body of a contemprible Worm or Fly, 
" than a Body animated and governed by ſuch a 
* forrifh San] as rhou art. 

* And now, my Soul, what haſt chou to fay for 
" thy ſelf? What tolerable account canſt thou give 
** ro God or me,of theſe thy vile Abuſes of both? 


SY CT. V. 


Now ler us hear what the Soul of the Drunk- 
ard hath ro plead in irs own Excuſe and Defence 
for all his wrongs againſt God, miſchief; co it ſelf, 

run 


ny 
ſon be yer lefr in them, who daily dethrone it by 
this worſe-chan bruitiſh Praftice.” 

«em which they have to ſay for themſelve<, 
1s , 

1. That cheir- Bodies are ſtrongly conſtirured, 
more capacious to receive,and able to bear grearcr 
quantities of Wine and Strong-drink than others 
| (} are; and therefore, why ſhould they nor drink 

| down, and glory over thoſe that vye with chem 
| 2. Others ſay, They would not rake that Courſe 
they do, but that when they are Sober and Solitary, 


| W 
j 
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Upon a 

P , | 
efteQually relieving againſt the Cares and Anxic- 
ries of their 


| 3. Some will cell ur, they are drawn into it by 
} the ſnare of Pleaſure , nottung being fo grateful 
ro their Palate, as their full of generous Wine 
or And ſeeing it is to pleaſant and 
del: to them, why ſhould rhey deny and 
abridge themſelves of their Pleaſure ? 
| 4. Others will profcſs they had never taken 
this Courſe, which they find upoa many accounts 
| pernicious to them, bur that Sor are not able in 
[| Civility to deny their intimate Friends and Com- 
| panions, eſpecially ſuch with whom they have 
concerns in Trade and Buſineſs, and they muſt 
drink as they do, or ſuffer loſs in their Trade, 
and beſide that, be ſNigmarized for ED. 
c. They 
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5. They will alſo ſay, they are obliged in point 
of Loyalty to pledg him that __ —__ 23 
they Carechreſtically call it) the firſt Glaſs to the 
King, or Perſons of Quality and Honour. 
6. And lftly, ſome will rell us, They have 
lentiful Eſtates that will bear ſuch Expences ; and 
ince their Pockers are full}, why ſhould not thor 
Heads and Sromachs be ſo roo ? 

Belide theſe (ix Apologies for Drankenne/r, no- 
thing falls irro my Itnagination pleadable for this 
Sin. We wi!l weigh theſe that are pleaded, in rhe 
common Ballance of the Reaſon of Mankind, 
and try the validity of them one by one. And 
for the 

Excuſe I. 


And firſt, to what you ſay of the Capacity of 
our Bodies, Strength, and Abiliry of your Con- 
icutions, to recave and bear greater Quantities 

of Wine and ſtrong Drink than others can ; and 
therefore , why ſhould you not give a proof of 
it when challeng'd, and ger R 10N to your 
ſelves by drinking down, and glorying ov«er ſuch 
as vye wil you? 

To this I reply three things, which muſt be 
laid in the Counter- ballance, and let the Bullancs 
be he!d in the upright Hand of your own Rea- 
{on, 

1. A ſtrong and vigorous Conſtitution will be 
readily acknowledged ro be fo great an external 
Blefſing and Mcrcy, that no Man of found Intck 
leftuals ought ro do any thing to deſtroy it; bur 
is obliged ro uſe all proper Methods for the Pre- 
Ervation of it. If therefore Temperance ſhall be 
found to preſerve it, and excels ro umpair and 

- deitroy 


n ws matt ith 


'@ —-  Telmfibinſrof 


deſtroy it; ler own Reaſon judge which of 
thiſorwe Conrke y are obliged ro rake. Con- 
ſulr either the beſt Phyficians, or your own, and 
other Mens Experience, and they will tell you, 


that Apvplexier, Paifier, Gout , and innumerable 
other are bred by ſach Exceſſes m 
the ſoundeft and Conſtirutions , and 


Death ir ſclf haſtened by fuch intemperare courſes; 
whereas Temper7ace and Sobriety might have 
made your Lives more comfortable and durable. 
nn are , frequent Drunkennefs will 
brang Cain's Curſe upon your vigorous Bodies, znd 
make you go ſhaking and trembling (a5 he did) 
abour the World. 

2. Let it be demanded of your own Reaſon, 
Whether it do really judg that God beſtowed 
more Strength and Vigour upon your Bodies, than 


he hath upon others, ro Arm 2 ſtronger Enem 
than others are, to fight more vigorouly apainſ 
him, than oghers do, or can do? Or ri 
were not defigned by him for greater Uſe and 
Service to his Glory in the World , than others 
of his People { how willing ſoever be) can 
do for want of that ſtrength you ? I am 
confident no Man of found Intellkk&Quals will 
dare to affert the former, or deny the latter. 

3. And laſtly, fot your glorying in Drinking 
down, and conquering others, you will certain- 
pur your own reaſon to a bluſh ; by offerin 
uch a Plea as this ro ir. You are not yet arriv 
ro Impudence enough to deny eſs ro 
be a Sin, and your Reaſon is yer ſound enough, 
eafily and naturally to infer, That by how much 
the more any Man exceeds and goes beyond 0- 
thers in Sin, by ſo much the greater Sinner that 
Man 1s. And 
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And as for the Honour and Glory you talk of 
in exceeding in your Abilincs ro drink, 
your Reaſon will quickly make you aſhamed of 
that Glory ; and prove, as well as aſſert it to be a 
Mark of baſcſt Infamy. 

Do you think that Lombard was really honour- 
ed, or ſtigmatized , whom Tiberivs Caſar dub'd 2 
Knight for drinking off three Gallons of Wine 
at one Draught, and Sunzmed hon Prongin , 
that s ro fay, the Three Gallen 
Knight ; which Story Plany in his Play Mar. 
Natural Hiſtory relates to the per- -|#. £4.14 
perual Infamy of them both? Or, Cap. 22. 
think you it added to the Glory of 
Tiberius himſelf, who Knighted this 7/rce Gallen 
(nor thrice Galkat) Knight, ro have his Name 
changed among the People, from 7iberias into Bi- 
bers , as afterwards they did rhe Nume of that 
Monſter Ners into Mere 7 

Gentlemen , 1 appeal ro your own Reaſon, it 
the vaſt Continent you have within you tor Wine 
and ftrong Drink, be really your Honour ; whe- 
ther the Butt or Hogſbead whence you have it, be 
not for the fame reaſon much more honoarable 
than you * Your Reaſon will planily give the 
Concluſion 


Bur, oh! conſider nor only what Reaſon faith, 
but what God the Fountain of that Reaſon ſaith 
m /ja. 5.22. Wo to them that are mugbty to drink 
wine , and wen of firength te mangle firong drmit. 
Merhinks w ſhould make you fit in '2s Urrle cale 
upon the Tavan, or Ale-houſe Bench , as that 
Court-Paraſite fat at 2 rich Banquet, furniſhed 
with variety of Dainries, and all ſorrs of generous 


Wine, over whoſe head Diemyfiwe cauſed an heavy 
Swail 


Excuſe IL 


for rhoſe that thro themſclves into rheſc 
» ro 4chude thoſe anxi0V5 - 
them, 


As 
Exceſson purPa 
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wW are 
only three plain Queſtions tO 
of Reaſon "hem , which Y 
ſafficient 19 derexmine rightly PN 
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weſt. 1. 
Whether th<Y think th! which greatly © 
rational Cures 


propet 
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Neeſt. 2. 
Nor can you without manifeſt impudence 
ſuch a Queſtion as this ro our owe tlie. 
on, Whether the addition of Injuſtice ro Pro- 
phaneneſs, be a rational Plea or excuſe for it? 
And is not that the very caſehere? Whoſe Money 
1s that you fo laviſhly and prodigally waſte our 
of your conſumi Eſtates ? 'ris either your Cre- 
ditors, or the ſmall remains of your own. Whe- 
ther the one or the other, methinks that Wine 
and Drink ſhould not go down v ſantly, 
which muſt be mingled with maniteft injuſtice, 
or with the tears, and (in a ſenſe) the Blood 
of your Wives and Children. If your Rea- 
fons can allow theſe things for Lawful Ex- 
cuſes, then you are exculſcd, elſe felf-condem- 
ned. 


Queft. 31. 

I ſhall rrouble your Reaſon with the deciſion 
bur of one Queſtion more, and 'tis briefly and 
plainly rhus. 

the addition of far greater troubles, 

or cauſes of troubles ro the inner man, be 2 
expedient ro alleviate and eaſe the 

loads and burdens of your ourward troubles, 


already grown almoſt roo heavy for you to 
bear 


I dare venrure all that I am worth, upon ſound 
Reaſon's ſide, rhat it will never allow or com- 
te ſuch an abſurdiry, as the affirmative 

parr of this Queſtion draws along wirh it. 
Believe it, Sirs, all the outward neceſſities , 
cares and fears, which now © you upon the 
ſcore of worldly affairs (which frame not to your 
minds) are much more tolerable, and compara- 
uvely 


valves any good Man in, in the honeſt and pain- 
of bus aivil - 


Bur | — qpniy mg ge 
away theſe props from under your Minds ; bur 
doubles trebles whe burthen upoen rhem. 
Were Men but once acquainted with that relief 
and chearineſs of Spirit whach a good Conſcience, 
and a Spiritual Addreſs to God wm Prayer, afford 
inthe midſt of Troubles, they would run roeheir 
Cloſets, rather than to Taverns and Ale-houſes, 
ro divert and cure thcis Troubles. 1 leave it 
therefore before your ov n Reafon to comdidler, 


what weight or va there 15 an this Second ' 
RR ES ern | 
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Others plead they are drawn into this Sin by 


Plealre and Delight , whoſe Charms are coo 


ſtrong far-them-e0 retilt 
In this, as 1m al} the former, I ex{olve ro make 
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can men that exerciſe Reaſon expeRt ? And let 
the firſt Queſtion be this ; 


Left. 1. 
Whether the Pleaſures of Temperaiice do not 
far excel thoſe of Intemperange ? [f they do, then 
this your Plea is vain and irrational. For you 
olilhly chooſe a lefler Pleaſure, and e a 
greater and ſweeter one. And that you do fo 
in this caſe, no wiſe man can deny or 
doubt. 

For temperate drinking refreſhes the Body, and 
no way burthens it, as exceſſive driaking doth. 
And that which burthens Narure can never be e- 
qually pleaſant with that, which yields nothing but 
due refreſhment. Temperance doth nor virtiate,but 


| raiſeth the pure and ordinate Appetite of Narure 


ro its juſt pirch and heighr; in which remper, and 
at which he: hr, it 15'moſt capable of the ſweer- 
eſt pleaſure from the Creature. As the Strings of 


' 2 Late giveusthe ſweeteſt and moſt d:licious Notes 


when they are not let down too low, but are all 
fixed at theur duc height. 

Temperance gives us the moſt pleaſing Enjoy- 
ment of the good things of this Life, (till 1ca- 


: ving the Mind free and fir for the more Spi- 
} ritual and ſweet Enjoyments of 2 betrer and more 
; excellent Life ; which Exceſs never dil, nat 


* Cn do. 


Moreover, Temperance maintaias the manly 
grace and majeſty of the Countenance, but Ex- 
ct totally diſguiſes it. It draws the lines of 
| Drunkards faces into a form much like rhoſe ri- 
diculous Dutch Prf&ures which ſome: ſer upon thy; 
Chimn-y-picces, ro move laughter in thoſe that b<- 
hold chin Ek No 
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Now by the rore of univerfi] Reaſon, har 
Plcsiure which refreſhes rhe Body, bur no way 
burthens ir, which raiſes the ordinate and unviri- 


by grace and majeſty of the Conntenance, and 
rakes not a wife man look Tike 2a Fool or an An- 
BGck, maſt needs be berrer than the lower and flar- 
rer Pleaſures of a burthened Body, and vitiated 
Palate, which draw after them fo prear a train of 
prefenr mifchiefs /which Temperance 2voids) be- 
fides for heavier and more durable ones in the 
Lit: ro come. 
Sarff. 2. 


Rut if the preſent Pleaſures of Temperance 
were m ſome refpett mfericr ro thoſe of Exceſs 
(which I have proved they neith:y are, nor can 
bs) Tdemand in the ſecand p'2ce; whether the 
If of your Honour and Health, your Timeand 
Eſtate, your preſent Peace, and furure hopes, do 
nor-make ſuch ſenfirive Pleatures baſe ind inferi. 
or, compared with thoſe of Temperance and So- 
briety Do you m good earneſt rhink a Glafs or 
two above what ſatisfics and refrcſhes Nature, can 
recompence for a'l rhar ſhame, ſicknefs, poverty 
and guile that follows it ? It you think fo, fin 
bath turned you into Brures, and made you 
_— uncapable of all Arguments and maaly 
col [0 


1ns5 to reduce and recover you 


n, that 
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Excuſe IV 


You ſay you would not haunt Taverns and 
Ale-Houſes as you do, but that you are drawn in 
by Company and Bufineſs, which you cannor well 
reſiſt or avoid, and ſhould you do fo, it would be 
ro your loſs; and beſides that, you ſhould be bran- 
ded for Phanas::ch: 

I deny not but thete is a Snate in vain 
Company ; yet give me leave to propountd 
a few, plain and caſy Queſtions to your Rev- 
lon. 

2veſ?. 1. 

Why muſt the importuniry of Gond Fellows 
{as you call them) be an wrefiftible Tempration 
ro you, and deprive you of all power ro deny 
them, whilſt you diſcern the Snares and Miſchicts 
they draw you into? This ſeems to be 2 thing 
unaccountable to Reaſon Suppoſe you were al- 
lowed to ſpend the longeſ! Summers Day 11 the 
higheſt gratifications cf all your Senſes together, 
or Jucceſſively one afrer another, upon condition 
that you would endure th: Torments of che Rack 
f1'] that day twelvemonth came abour again; do 
you think the imparrunity of al} your intimares 
in the world would prevail with vou ro accept 
the Pleaſures of a day unicr ſack a condition 23 
this? And yet what re the Torments of a ye:; 
upon the Rack, to the Torments of HzlIl for 
ever and ever? Or to come lower; ſuppoſe 
one of thoſe I-wd Comp 110715, not worth 2 Croat 
if every man had his o vn, ſhould rec ;r1el? you ro 
end him an Hundred Pound upon his own ſecu: 

L 2 i 


A 


| 
| 
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ritv, could you find no power (think you) to 
deny him, penny if the loſs of that Hundred 
Pound would certainly ruin you ? If you would 
deny him (as I doubt not but in ſuch a caſe you 
would) tell me then , why you ſhould not find 
power to deny ham when he asks a far greater mat- 
ter than an Hundred Pound, even the Peace, Pu- 
rity and Safery of your Souls, as well as the 
Health of your Bodics, and Honour of your 
Names: Why then ſhould you be fo eaſy and 
flexible when they ask the latter, and ſo tiff and 
unper{wadablc to the former * 


Laeff 2. 


You ſay you have Buſineſs and Concerns in 
Trade to ditpatch in ſuch Plates and Compa- 
mes, and this draws you into the Snares of Ex- 
ceſs. I will not deny but men may lawfully 
rranſatt their Buſineſs in ſuch Places, and there 
may be a conveniency, and ſomerimes a neceſſity 
for it : But that's not the Caſe. The Queſtion 
referred to the determination of your Reaſon, is 
this, Why Drumkenne/; muſt accompany Buſine/; ? and 
wherher a man be not more fic to tranſatt his Bu- 
ſineſs, and drive Bargains of the greateſt value, 
whilſt his Body and Mind are cool, ſober and 
temperate , than when tys Reaſon is beclouded 
and depoſed, by Drunkenneſs * How many 
men have undone therhſelves, their Wives and 
Children by Drunken-Bargains ! 

B:ſides, I muſt rel! you, that in all ſuch Drunk- 
en Meetings, the Devil comes todrive his Bargain 
with you, as well as your other Cuſtomers. He 
bids for your Suu!s, and gf;r5 you ſuch Pleaſures 
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as you there find im exchange for them, and is 


content to make your dying-day the time of your 
delivering them into his potſefſion. How do you 
like ſuch Trading as this, Gene lernen ? 
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You ſay, ſhould you refuſe to accompany them, 
and do as they do, you ſhould be brand-d for 
Phanattchs, | would fain know, whether ach 2 
Plea for Drunkennefs as this, doth nor juſtly caſt 
the greateſt reproach of Prana'tci'm Up On YOur 
ſelves, and fer a Mark of rrve Honour vpon 
thoſe men whom the world unjuſtly ſhgmarrzes 
wath that Title * Gentiemen, ] do aſſurc you the 
Frana:icks (as you callthem) have reaſon to rhank 
you for the Honour and Juſtice you have done 
them, in acknow!edging them to be none of the 
Members of your he!1:th Society, bur Pertons of 
a more ſober and honourable Charatter. And [1 
appeal to your Reaſon, whether it would nor 
be more for your Honour, to wear the unjuſt 
Title of a Phanarick, than the juſt cealure of a 


Drunken Sor. 
E xcuſe A 


You ſay you are obliged in pon of Loyalty to 

ledge him that conſecrates the firſt Glats ro che 

Fealth of the King, or any Perſon of Eminency. 
I leave it ſtill ro your Reaſon to be Judge, 


1. Whether the King have cauſe to account 
the manifeſt breach of the Laws by which he go- 
verns, to be a lignal cxprefſion of his Subjetts 

| 3 Loyalry 
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Loyalty to him ? Is nor his | Authority his 
Honour nl Safery in his pc: And 15 be not 
faely horoured think you, by ſuch drunken Loy- 
alty as this? Gentlemen, you have a King over 
you of ſounder Intel!etnals, and more excmplary 
Temperance and Sobriery, than to be thus 1umpo- 
{cd upon. 


2. Can you think he reckons his Health in the 
Jerſt degree advanced or fecured by the ruin and 
ſubverſion of his Subjetts Health ? No no; Did the 
gentecleſt Drankards in England enquire , they 
would quickly find, it would more plcatc him, if 
they would conſult their own Health better, and 
pray for his more fincerely and fervently thun 
they do. 


Exc: {: VI. 


Your laſt Fxcvſe its, That you have ple 
tiul Eſtates riizr will bear If ; and fince your 
Pockets are fu!l, why ſhould your Hezds or 
Stomuchs be emrrv ? 

__ 

The only Qucſtion I wou'd here fare, and 
lave your own Reifon to determine, is this, Whe- 
ther you think the expence of the redundancy 
and over-plus of your EfÞresin Excefs and Drunk- 
enncls,be the very end and defrgn God aimed ar in 
beſtowing thoſe rhings with fuch a boungful hand 
upon you ? and whether the expence of it in this 
way, will p'eaſe him as well, as if you clothed 
the Naked, and fed the Hungry with it, and 
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pen the Blefings of them that ome 14 6 


periſh, upon you and your Families * Ah, 4,ow 
£emen, You maſt come fo 4 day Ot 1 


Yous Reaſons and Conciences can nc\ | | 
> can make vp as rr” 7 23N account with 
ol] by ſetting down fo m y Hu mnir:d P 
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eaſy to conclude, rtifat fuch a Traprorn to Re win 
as Drankenazis is, which heath 16 vin delline 
ned w, could not poiltbly receive a more twvours 
ble Judgment and Sentence than this Wor” given 


UPON It. 
Let all Drunkards henceforth conilde:r wit 


a voluntary madneſs the Sin of Druakei ws Þ, 
how it unmans them, and fers then bc lovs 
ot very Brutes, A Grave Foiticr c:1is it 
429-44 '\tly 
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facit, ſed ipſe retw eff that hath, hath not 

pecearnen. himſelf; and he that 
commirs it, doth not 
only commir Sin, but 
himſelf is altogerher 
Sin. 


"Tis a Sin at which the moſt ſober Hea- 
thrns bluſhed. The Policy of rhe Spartan: 
was more commendable than their Piery, in 
making Men drunk, that their Children 
might gaze upon them as a Monſter, and 
be ſcared for ever from fuch an hor- 
rid Praftice., He rthar is maſtered by Drunk- 
enneſs, can never be Maſter of his own Coun- 
ſels. Both Reaſon and Religion condemn this 
Courſe. Make a Pauſe therefore where you 
are, and rather throw that Wine or Beer 

the Ground, which elſe will caſt thy 
Body upon the Ground, and thy Soul and Bo- 
dy into He'l. 
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CHAP. V. 


Containing the reſu't and iſſne of toe Third 
Conſultation rweuh Reaſon, upon the Caſe of 
Uncleanreſs 4 and the trae Report of the 
Determination of «very mans Reaſon, with 
reſpect ther:wnto. 


SHED I 
HE Bountiful and Indu/gent God hath made 


more abundant proviftion for the Pleaſure 
and Delight of Rational, rhan of Brutal Be- 
ings : And his Wife and Righteous Laws order 
and l,mir their Pleaſures to their great advantage ; 
his Allowances under thoſe Reſtriftions being 
large and full enough Both Reaſon and Experi- 
ence aſſure us, that the rrueft Pleaſures are moſt 
treely and honourably to be enjoyed within rhe 
Pale and Boundary of his Laws; and that there 
are none fir fog the enjoyment of a Man or 
Chriſtian, tro be found withour or beyond 
them 
Thar prudent Qwner pros 1d <5 beſt for his Car- 
te], who puts them into mcloled fragrint Fields, 
where they have plenty of proper and pleaſanr 
Food, Sweer and pure Springs of Warer, thc 
pleaſant Covert of thady Trees, and all that 15 
either neceſſary or convenient for them ; altho" 
thoſe Ficlds be to incloſed within Pales or Walls, 
# that 


Py dares 


” 
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th:r they cannor ſtray without thoſe Boundarics 
1 £9 orher mens Grounds, to be by them impoun- 
del, and brought back hnk, tired, and dirty, to 
their Qwaer ; or by frrayving wmto Waſts and 
Wi'derneſſes, fall a Prey (as Strag!crs ule ro do) 
to Wolves and Lyons. 

God envies not any true, rational and proper 
pleaſure ro Men or Women; when he bounds 
chem 1n by his Command, within the allowance 
whereof, fufhigient proviſion 1s made for the bene- 
fir and delight of propagation. And rhovugh it be 
all mens Durv, to tremble ar the awful Solemni- 
ry, yt ir would be any mans fin to repine and 
murmur at the ſtr1&nets and ſeverity of his Com- 
mand d:livered with Thunder and Lightning 
from Mount $11va/, Then ſhalt not comms Adultery. 
Man's honourable Liberty, and God's witc and 
juſt Reſtraint and Limitation thereof, are both 
fer rogether before our eyes, in that one Scrip- 
ture, Heb. 13.4. Marriage ut honduratble in all, and 
the bed undeFled; but W, evernongers and Adulterer; 
God will judge, Here's 1 liberal allowance gran- 
ted, and a ſevere Puniſhment threarned for the 
inordinancies and exorbirancies of boundlefs and 
ungovernable Luſts. God will judge with tem- 
poral Judgments in this world ; and upon impe- 
nirent perſiſtents, with eternal Judgments in the 
world to come. 


TERS 3 EW 


Sack 35 the corruption of Man's Nature by rh: 
Fall, that it hates Incloſures, ReVraurs and Limi- 
tarions. Theſe things which wire crended fo 
regulate, {zrv< only ro ſharpen 2 14 enr{ge their 
ſenſual 
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ſenſual Appetite. No Fruxe fo fweet to corrupt 
Nature, as forbidden Frut. Nutano In wot 
ſemper, copinmuſouc wigaras. The very xeltramt «©: 
Evil makes x look bhke a pleatant and denr.blc 
Good. Sons of Belta/ can endure no yoke of r2- 
Rrainc. There's a great truth in thar Obſery n1- 
on of the Divine Herb-r;, Thar if God had los! 
all common, man tumicl{ wonld have been the 
Inclaſer. For his Reaton and Frpevience wouk! 
have piainly mformed hm eo! che grett and mo - 
nutold advantages of diltin@on an propricty. 
How many Quarrels and barbarous Murders have 
been occahoned by Whores! which by keeping 
within Gai's bounds and rules, had been thorh 
honeſtly 2nd honoucadly prevented: 

Were Mzn left to that Liberty Brutcs are, to 
ſcatter their Lifts pronmfcuoutty, Fathers wonl( 
not know their own Ch !J-in, nor Children the; 
Farhe: by bot their Duties and Com- 
torts would be prefcinded together. Such Mil. 
chiefs as the's would make men glad of that In. 
cloſure, which rhe Laws of Gol have rnade © 
them. Bur bobold with admiration the perver*: 
wickedneſs of Corruje Nature, manitefted in this 
that becuvſe God hath cnclofed and ſecored ths;. 
Relatinns to them by tits Laws (which Incloſe = 
1s every way to their advarrage) vet his makes 
their Luits thc more head-frong and ourraniod; 
and they cannot rake that comfort in their own, 
becautc thor gavn, thar rhey tlunkro fund M1 214 - 
ther's, becautc an«cher's. 
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OO The Reaſonableneſs of 
7 ſter ro the of Engliſh Merchantsin Profſis. 
| Cr IEn—eT chat Company being a 
ied Man.,and that to a very proper and comely 
| Woman, was yer enſlaved to others not to be com- 
: red with his own Wife for comelineſs. This 
iniſter dealr with him about ir. One Argu- 
ment he urged was this ; That of all Men he had 
the leaſt Temptation, having a Wife ſo comely, 
that few Women were like a He anſwered, 
yea, vere ſhe not Wife I could love her. 
Had ſhe been ts Whore, he could have loved 
her ; he thought none like her ; but becauſe ſhe 
was his Wife, hedged in by God, he cared not 
for her. Oh! what hearrs have Men, —_— 
d ever think that ro be beſt for them, whic 
is moſt croſs to God ! Why ſhould ſtolen 
Waters be ſweerer than thote of our own Foun- 
tain ? 


ES CY.' BL 
God's choice muſt needs be far betrer for us rhan 


I: our own, Ordinate and lawful Pleafures and 
l Enjoyments far better and ſweerer than exorb+- 
| ; tant and forbidden ones. And the Reaſon 15 evi- 


dent and undeniable. For amongſt all the opera- 
tions of the Mind, its reflex as are the atts rhat 
beſt relifhpleafure. And indeed withour felf-re- 
flexion, a man cannor tell whether he —— 
no. All ſenſe of pleaſure implies fome | 
of the Mind : choſe of a man muſt 
needs be rhe ſweereft, which afford the ſweeteſt 
reflett:ons upon them afterward : And thoſe the 
baſeſt pleaſures, whuch are accomparued _ -_ 
ow 
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lowed with preſent 
curting refleftions of 
afrerward<, 

Lawful and ordinate Enjoyments are as Honey 
without the Sting. Forbidden Pleafures are im- 
bicrer d and extinguiſhed by theſe regrets and 
refleftions of the Conſcience, They are like that 
pleaſant Fruit which the Spaz:ards found in the In- 
dies, which were ſweet to rthe.raſte, bur fo envi- 
roned and armed on every ſide with dangerous 
Briers and Thorns, that rhey tore not only their 
Cloathes off their Backs, bur the Skin off their 
Flefh ro come at them: And therefore they cal- 
led them Comfirs in Hell; and ſuch are all torbidden 
ad unlawful Pleaſures. 

A Merchant (faith the forenamed Author) di- 
ning with the Fryers at Dantuuck, 
his Entertainment was very no- Pag 63. 
ble. Afﬀer he had dined and 
ſeen all, rhe Merchane fell ro commending ther 
Pleaſant Life. Yea, ſaid one of the Frari rohim) 
we live gallantly indeed, if we had any body to 
go to Hell for us when we die. You ſee what 
rungles with Mens Senſual and Sinful Laufſts. 


, or the ſtinging and 
Conſcience. upon them 


2. Your Honour is ſecured by keeping within 
God's Bounds and Linuts. Marriage 1 hmeurable 
m all, Here _ can neuther wrong your Con- 
ſc , nor my your Reputations. Forni- 
ca and Adalros 0 up and down the world, 
aS men burne in the : Their Conſcience 
laſhes them within, and men point at them a- 
broad. They are a terror to themſelves, and a 
{corn to men. 


3- The 


_ without thorow Repentance ardl Reforma- 
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: The Health of rhe is ſecured by chaſt 
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> my. gen 
Qion the other way. God hath plagued the Inor- 
of mens Lufts with moſt ſtrange and hor- 
rid Diſeaſes. Thar Arbur Galticus, Suder Angii- 
cas, and Phca Pelen:ca were Judgments ſent imme- 
ry + x06) eng hand, as the Wirneſles of 
his high diſpleaſure, againſt the bold and dari 
contemners of his facred and awful Command. 
Thus as Prov. 5. 11. They mourn ut loft , when thery 
fleſh and brdy are conſurned. Orher firs are commir- 
ted in the Body, but this againſt ir, 2s well as 
mart. 

The blaſt and waſte of our Eſtates (which 
15 the uſual conſequent of uncleannefs) is preven- 
ted'and avoided, by keeping within God"; Roles. 
The truth of what the Scripture tells ys, Prov. 
10. 5. is ofren exemplified before our eyes; thar 
by reaſon of a whorijh wornan, a man 11 brought to 
a mer of bread. Adultery gives 2 man Rags far 
his Livery ; it lodges hrs Sabfiance in the Houſe of 
—_— and entails wants and curſes on him 


rs a word, Continence or Jawfo) Marriage 
not the Soul ro the eternal wrath of God, 
m___—_ doth, 1 Cer. 6. 9, 10. This an 
does not only fhor a man ont of his own Houſe, 
and the Hearts of good men, but our of Heaven 
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The caſe ſtanding thus, 'ris matter of juſt Ad- 
miration how the Sin of Uncleannets ſhould grow 
ſo Epidemical and Common, as it doth, ſecing 
ſuch as live in this filtby Courſe, muſt nceds 
counrerat and oppoſe their own Reaſon 
and Intereſt rogerher. For they fogſake God's 
way, which gives them as wuch liberty as can be 
reaſonably defired, and caſt rhemfelves imto a 
courſe of Life, clog'd with all. manner of rem- 
poral and eternal Miſeries of Soul and Body, Ho- 
nour and Eſtate 

The plain Rule and Diftate of common Rea- 
ſon, which I laid down before, being applied ro 
this parnicalar Cafe, manifeſtly condemns ir For 
ſeeing Honeſty and Chaftiry comprizes the true 
Pleafure, Profer, and Honour of the whole Man, 
1s more con s ro humane Nature, and Pre- 
ſervative of it, ir ought therefore ro be preferred 
in the Eſtimation and Choice of all Men to un- 
lawful aduliterous Pleaſures, which (for the Rea- 
ſons above) are inferior in themiclves ro chaft, 
conjugal Enjoyments; and beiides thar, are at- 
nudes = followed with ſuch a 'Traia of pre- 
ſcac and furure Miſerics, deftruttiv:: ro rhe w bole 
Man. | 

And for all this, to the amazement of all 
; ſerious F codnnihng never was any Age more in- 

| | famous for this Sin, than che preſent Agr is, and 
>>} | that under the clear ſhining Light of rhe Goſpel. 


What the ſpecial Cauſes and Inducements to 
the overflowing and abounding of rhis Sin, are in 


SECT. | the preſent Age, will be well worth rhe caquirng | 
and fitting at this tune SECT. 
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SECT. V. 


Inducement 1. 


'Tis highly probable the influencing Examples 
of great have had no ſmall hand in the 
ſpreading of this abominable and crying Sin 
amongſt ell inferior Ranks and Orders of Men. 

Great Mens il] Examples, like a bag of Poyſon 
in the Fountain, corrupt and infet Mulritrudes 
The Vulgar think they are priviledged, or at the 
leaſt very much excuſed, when they do bur fo!- 
low the Preſidents and Examples of Great and 
Eminent Perſons. 

But this will be found a weak and fooliſh Plea 
for Uncleanneſs, which will never be able to cn- 
dure the teſt of your own Reaſon. For the inbred 
Notions of a God, and of a furure Life of Retri- 
bution being ſo firmly ſealed and engr.ven upon 
humane Nature , that they can never be utrerly 
eradicated;your own Reaſon will argue from thoſe 
inbred Notions in this manner, and how you 
will be able to refe] rhe Argument, and eſcape 
Conviftion and Self-condemnation , quite ſur- 
mounts my Imagination, whatever it do yours 
And thus it will diſpure , and D:lomma you, do 
what you can 

That God, before whom greater and lefler, ho- 
nourable and bafer Sinners ſhall appear mn Judg- 
ment, will be either partial or umparnial in his 
udgmenes upon them. There is, or there is not 
of Perſons with him. Ifrhere be (which 
his Nature and Word utterly deny ) then 
thoſe great and honourable Adyltezers or Forns- 
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cators, whoſe Examples you follow, may haply 
be excuſed for their Eminency and Honours 
fake ; bur you that have no ſuch Eminency and 
Honour in the World, as they have, muſt be 
GY tho you thought to eſcape as well as 
they. 

But if there be no Parriality, or Reſpe& of 
Perſons with God (as molt affuredly there 1s none) 
then borh greater and letſer , honourable and 
baſer Adulrterers muft be condemned together 
ro the fame common and intolerable Miſery 

So that to take any (tho the leaſt) encourage- 
ment to Sin from the Pretidents and Examples ot 
Great Ones, is a moſt ſenſclefs and irrational 
thing, utterly unworthy of one that believes ther: 
15 a juſt and impartial God ; and he 15 worſe than 
a Devil that believes it not. For the Devils them- 
ſelves believe and tremble 


TEC TT FA 
Inducement 2. 


But others would perſwade us they are drawn 
into this Sin by a kind of inevitable neceſſity, 

they being neither able ro contain, nor Marry. 
go ar? not yet arrived ro Eſtate ſufficient 
to maintain a Family with Repuration : Bur when 
they have gorren enough by Trade, or by the 
fall of their paternal Eſtares ro live in <qual Re- 
putation with their Neighbours, then they deſign 
ro alrer their Courſe of Life, and abandon thetc 

Follies. 

Bur, Reader, if this be thy Plea for Unclean- 
nefs, thou ſhalt hive as fair a Tryal for a foul 
Fatt, 
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FaRt, as thine own heart can deiire ; be fill thine 
own Judg, and Jet thine own Reaſon give a fair 
Anſwer to theſe three pertiacar Queſtions 


Koep. 1. 


Whether Whoredam bc 2s !ike'y and prami- 
fing a way two God's Bleſling upon your 
Trades and Employments, a5 Contiacnce or coty- 
jugal Chaſtity are * That s ro ſay plainly, Whe- 
rher Obedience and Diſobedicnce to the Law of 
God, be all one, and pleaſc wuwm hke * You know 

fucceſs of inels 15 not in your own 

; 'ris God that giveth thee Power tw ger 
Wealth. His Bleffing maketh Rich. Aad 1s Sin 
as likely a way to engage his Blefling, as Ducy and 

| is ? Iam conhident your own Reaton 
will never give ir. 

Objett. If you ſay ſuch Perſons proſper in the 
World, as well as others for ought you can ſee. 

Sol. The contrary is evident in the common 
Obſervation of Mankind ; by reaſon of Whore- 
dom, Mulrirudes are broughr to a piece of Bread. 
And tho God fuffer ſome unclean Perſons to 
proſper in the World , yer Chaſtiry with Pover- 
ty, is infinitely preferable to ſuch accuricd Prol- 
perity. 


Quef#. x. 

Wherher the Courſe of Sin you are now dri- 
ving and accuſtoming your felves to, will nor 
in _—_— ſo infaruare and bewitch you, 
char you come into a married Eftate , you 
ſhall ſtill be under the Power of this Sin, and fo 


run 


hine 
; far 
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rum the Perſon you Marry, as well as your ſelf? 
If rhe Word of God ſignify any thing with you, 
Ir fignificch this, that there is a Wirehcrath in 
Whoredom ; and comparatively ſpeaking , Nene 
that go to ber ri urn again, netther take they bold of 
the Path: ef Lite, Prov. 2.18, 19. 

Objet?, If ro invalidate this Teſtimony you ſhall 
ſay, That he that ſpake this, did himſelf go after 
ſtrange Women. 

$/. "Tis true, he did ©; bur then withal, 

you muſt remember, that he hath warned you by 
his own fad Experience , that you never follow 
him in thoſe his footſteps, Ecclef. 7. 26. / find 
(faith he) more bitter than dtath, the woman whoſe 
heart it ſnare; and nar, and bY hands ar bands. 
Wheſs plea/cth Ged, ſhall eſcape frem her ; but the fin- 
«er ſhall be taken by ber. 


Koeff. 3. 


And laftly, 1 demand of your reaſon, whether 
1t can, or will allow any place to thrs Plea of ne- 
ceſſiry, before you have uſed and tried all God's 
appointed Remedies, which are ſufficrent to pre- 
vent that neceſſiry you plead. 

There are lawful Remedies enongh, ſufficient 
with God's bleffing to keep you from ſuch a ne- 
cefſity to Sin; ſuch 2s Temperance, 'and more 
abſtemiouſneſs in Mears and Drinks; avoiding 
laſcivious Books , Play-houſes , and filrhy Com- 
pany ; laborious Diligence in your lawful Cal- 


Ings, and fervent Prayer for morrifying and 
preventing Grace ; 2nd if Temprarions ſtill ftir 
| amidſt 2!l rheſe preventives, then cafting your 
| ſelves upon the DireFtions and Supply of _ t= 
| cncQ 
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_ in the honourable Eſtate of Marriage. Ne- 


d necefſiry, whilſt all rheſe entives 
, bur have not been uſcd. Oy" 


SEC#F. VI 


Inducemmut 7 


Others plead the abſence of their lawful Re- 
medzes, and preſence of rempring Objects. bo. 
is the Caſe of our Soldiers wo Seamen. 
tho this be the moſt colourable pretence of a1! = 
reſt, yet your own Reaſon and Conſcucnces wall 
even in this Caſe fo Dilemmas and Non-plus you, 
that if you wilt adventure upon the Sin, you 
ſhall never have their leave or conſent with you. 
For they have a ſpecial and peculiar conſidera 
_ nd + as Perſons more eminently and 1m- 

ſed to the Dangers of Death than 
—_ —bp d thus (would you but give them a 
fair hearing) they will expoſtulate and reaſon out 
the matrer with you. 

Either thou ſhalt eſcape , or not eſcape the ha- 
zard of this Voyage or Batrel. If thou fall (as 
to be ſure many will) will this be an honoura- 
ble, ſafe, and comfortable cloſe and winding 
vp of Life! What, from a Whore to ;- 
Grave?! forbid. From burning Luſts ro ever- 
—_ Burnings! Better thou hadſt never been 


Or if thou do eſcape and return again to thy 
Family , how canſt thou look her in the Face, 
with whom thou haſt ſo baſcly broken thy Mar- 
riage Vow and Covenant* Whatever clſe thou 
bring home with thee, ro be ſure thou ſhalt ' 
bring 


w—_ 4 ws. 


Perſonal Reformation. 93 
bring home Guilt with thee, and a Blot never to 
be wiped away 

Obje#. If you ſay, yon are not ſuch Fools to 
publiſh your own Shame, youll follow Ce/>'s 


Advice to the young Adulrerer , 
tarmmen caute;, If I a 
louſly. 

Se/. Your Reaſon and Conſcience will both de- 
ride the Weaknels and Folly of rhis Pretence. For 
they both very well know, no Man fins fo ſecret- 
ly, but he Sins before rwo infallible Wirneſles, 
wit God and his own Cconſcience, and that the 
I:ft and leaſt of theſe, is more chan a thouſand 
Wirnefſes. That God uſually dereQts it in this 
World, carry it as cloſely as you will ; bur to be 
ſure, i ſhall be oubliſhed as upon the Houſe-top, 
before Men and Angels in the great Day. 


$: no caſte, 
& not chaſtly, [11 aQ caure- 


SEC 1. VIL 
Inascement 4. 


Another Inducement. to this Sin, ( and the 
laſt I ſhall mention) 15 the Commenn«/: of it, which 
abatres the Shame of it 

Whar need they rrouble themſelves ſo much, 
or be ſo ſhy of that which is pratticed by thou- 
ſands, which is fo frequently ated in every place, 
and little made of 1t 7 

Bur if either your Reaſon or Conſcience will 
admat this Plca tor good and lawful, the Devil 
hath utterly blinded or intaruated the one or 
other, 25 will evidently appear by the following 
Rexztons, tor, 
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Indeed, if a 
thing be good, by how much the commoner, ſo 

the berrer ; but to attribure this eflent;al 
Property of Good unto Evil , is to confound and 
deftroy the difference berween them, and make 
Good and Evil both alike. 


Reaſon IN. 


If the commonneſs of Uncleanneſs will excuſe 
you, it will more excuſe all others thar ſhall com- 
mir this Sin afrer you; and ftill by how much 
more the numbers of Adulrerers Fornicators 
are increaſed, {MII rhe lefs ſcruple Men need make 
to commit it; and ſo the whole Communiry ſhall 
in a little time be ſo infefted and defiled, that Chri- 
ſtan Kinz2doms ſhall quickly become like Sogem, 
and God provoked io deal with them, as he did 
by that wretched Ciry. 


Reaſon IM. 


W rhe commonneſs of Sin be an Excuſe and 
Plea for it, ſuppoſe the Roads ſhould be more in- 
felted than rhey are with Highway-men , fo that 
every Month you ſhould ſee whole Cart-loads of 
them drawn to Tyburn; would your Reaſon in- 
fer from thence, rhar becauſe Hanging is grown ' 
ſo common , you need not ſcruple ſo much, 
as you were wont to do, to Take a "_ For 


cuſc and 
more in- 
, ſo that 
loads of 
eaſon un- 
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Piſtol! an honeſt innocent Traveller vpon the 
Road? 


O6;:4, If you ſhall ſay, Uncleannefs is not fo 


coſtly a Sin as Robbery 15, there's a great deal of 
difference berween Tyburn, and a Whore-houſe 
punifhmenr. 

Se There is a great difference indeed, even as 
much 2s 1s berwixt Tyburn and Hell, or a ſmall 
Mult in the Courts of Men, and the Erernal 
Wrath of a Sin-revenging God. So great will 
the difference berwixt p 4 Puniſhments of all 
Sins by God, and by Men be found. 

Thus you ſee, Gentlemen , the common Pleas 
for Uncleanneſs over-ruled by your own Reaſons 
and Conſciences. 

We live in a plentiful Land, abounding with 
Il the Comforts of this Life, and with chouſfands 
of tull-fed Wanrons, of whom the Lord com- 
plains this day, as he did of the Tewsr, whom 
char flowing-land vomired out, Jer. 5. 7. When 
1 hat fed them to 17 full, they committed Adultery, 
and aſſembled thermſeives by Trop: in the Harlats 
benſe;; they were a1 fed Horſes in the marnimg, every 
one neirhed alicy bu Neighbours: Wife, How many 
ſuch Srallien: are thus neighing in the fat Paſtures 
of this good Land! 

Nor do 1 wonder at all to ſee the growth of 
Atheiſm, in a Land ſwarmed and over-run wirh 
ſo many thouſands of Blaſphemers, Drunkards , 
and Adulterers. Jr was a grave Obſervation of 
that gallant Moral/?, Plurarch , If Epicerns (faith 
he) Foutd bur grant a God in his full Perfeftions, 
hc muſt change his Life preſently, he muſt be 2 
Swine no longer. 
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out this crying Abomination 
alſo, qe A Lon purge and Dan « the BR of 


it, which darken our Glory, and threaten ro make 
us deſolate. 


CHAP YL 


Whereina Reaſon and Conſcrence are once more 
conſulted about that bitter and 1m; lacable 
Enmrty, f found 1 thaw! a1 4; tius day, 4= 
gainſt all ſirions Picty. and the tiriti Profeſ- 
ſors thereof , who differ fr 1m; TS. im jome 
external Modes and Rites of Worſhip, and 
their Deaermuatiun Wpo1n that Caſe ImMPpar- 


ual'y reported . 


SES 4. L 


AN is naturally a ſociable Creature , de- 
lighting in Company and Converſe. He 
that affects ro live by, and to himlſelf, muſt be 
(faith the Philcſopher} nf neces, n Ives, cither a 
G-d that is ſelf-ſufficient, and Nands i in ned of 
none; or a Wild Beaſt ſo Gov age and fierce, that 
it can endure nothing bur it ſclt. 
This natural Quality of fociableneſs is diverſly 
improved. Somctimes jin} «ly in wicked Com- 
binations to do miſchief , like the herding toge- 


ther of Wolves and Tigers. Such was the Con- 
fodcration, 
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tederation of S:meon and Love , Brethren in Ia 
quity, Grn. 49. 56. Sometimes 'eis improved 
C:4:dy for the more orderly and proſperous Ma- 
nagement of human Aﬀeairs. Thus all civilized 
Countrics have improved it for common Secu- 
rity and Benetir. And ſometimes Rel:giou 'y, for 
re betrer promoting of cach others ſpiritual and 
eternal Good. 

Now che more firmly any Civil or Religions 
Societies are knit rogether by Love, and coaleſce 
mn Unity, by ſo much the berrer they are ſecured 
againſt their common Enemies and Dangers, and 
become ſtill the more proſperous and flouriſhing 
within and among themſelves. For when every 
_ finds —_ Intereſt involved in the 
publick 5a and Security, (as every private 
Cabbin and Paſſenger is in the ſafery of the Ship) 
every particular Perſon will then ſtand ready to 
contribure his uttermoſt Aſſiſtance for rhe publick 
Intereſt both in Peace and War. United Force, 
we all know, 1s more than fingle; and in this 
Senſe we ſay, Unu; home , nullu;: homo ; one Man 
15 no Man, that is, conſidered disjunQuvely and 
alone ; when yet that ſingle Perſon ſtanding in 
2 proper place of Service in the Body, may by 
tus Prudence and Courage, ſignify very much 6 
the Publick Weal of his Country; as Fabius did 
ro the Remes State, of whom the Poer truly 
ebſcrved , 


Unus home nedi; cunt? ade reſtituet rem. 


That one Man by his prudent Delay and Condu&Q 
hath ſaved the whole Commonwealth. 


P SKCE, 
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SECT. IL 


"Tis therefore the undoubred Intereſt of Chri- 
ſian Stares and Churches , ro make every indivi- 
dual Perſon :s uſeful as may be ro the whole, and 
to enjoy the Services w_ all rheir Subjefts and 
Members, one way or other, according ro their 
different Capaciries, that it may be ſaid of them 
(as the Hiſtorian ſpezks of the Land of Canaan) 
that there was in it, Nibv i anfrutt anfurn, nibil frerile ; 
_ ſhrub bur bare ſome Fruit. 

o prudent Kingdom or Church, will deprive 
themſelves of the benefits they may enyoy by rhe 


Services of any confiderable Number of Men - 


(«ipecially it they be able and good Men) with- 
out a plain inevitable neceſſny. No Man with- 
out ſuch 2 will pert with the Uſe and 
Service of the leaſt Finger or Toe, much leſs with 
« Leg or Arm; bur would reckon himſelf half 


urdone , if a Perairtick Difeaſe ſhould ſtrike | 


one half of the Body, and render it utterly uteleſs 


to defend and faccor the orher Part in time of | 


danger. 
SECT. MW. 


Much fo ftands the Caſe with Churches and # 


Kingdoms , when the cauſcleſs and cruel Enmi- 


ty of one part, prevails fo far againſt the other, : 
as to deprrve Scare or Church of the Uſe 
and Service of Multitudes of good and faithful | 
Memtbers. 


It is Folly 1 its hugheſt exairation, for ons | 


part of a Nation, out of bitter Enmirty to the 
CG ther, 
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other, not only to ſeek all ways and means to 


ſuppreſs and ruin it, whilſt a common _ 
hangs over the whole; bur to refoyce in 
Miferies of their Brethren , as the principal 
thing which they fancy would contribure ro the 
great Advantage of their Cauſe. Whar but þ 
general Puni (if that will do ir) can 
on Mens hearty into a more general CompaF 
fon 

The Hiſtories of thoſe rms ſufficiently in- 
form us, Thar the great Feuds and FaQtions in 
the iF:ftern Charch , not only immediarcly pre- 
ceded , bor opened the way to the terrible Inun- 
datians of the Gerh; and Favda!sr. Whilſt the 
ſuffer Part cries onr , Cruelty, Cruelty ;; choſe 
that inflit it cry, as Joud, F=ftice, Tuftice. What- 
ever rational Apologies or Methods of Peace 
come from the ed Parry ,are cenfurcd by the 
other as Murmur and Mutiny. A!l Men com- 
mend Unity , and affert it ro be the Intereſt of 
Kingdomsand Churches. They wiſh a!l Men were 
of one Mind, but what Mind muft that be ? 
To be ſure, none bur rheir own. 

The more cool , prudent, and moderate Spi- 
r4es of each Party, may ſtrive to th- urtermoſt to 
allay theſe unnacural Feuds and Animolities 
The Wiſdom of the governing-part may take the 
ar ne wed ph cir hand ; bur 'ris 

2 cati plack e roots of Enmury 
our of their hearts. Tee 

And what is the matter, when 2!l is fifeed and 
examnmed ? Why, the matter is this; ſome will 


* be more ſerions, ſtni, and conſcientious, thas 
for ons: 
ry to the 

other, 


others think fir or neceſfiry for them to be. They 
dire not Carfe, Swear , Whore , md b: Drank, 
F : 
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others do. They ſcruple ro comply with what 
hath not commanded, and the very Impo- 
ſers confeſs to be indifferent antecedently to their 
Command. They reverently mention the Name 
of v5 without an Oath, _—_ Geng Mat- 
ters of Religion, without a in their Compa- 
ny. They will aſſume as much Liberty ro re- 
prove Sin, as others do ro commurt ir. They 
take more pleafare in heavenly Duties and ho» 
ly Conferences, than in Ranring end Roaring in 
Taverns and Alchouſcs. Thar is, in a word, 
they live up to the Principles of Religion, which 
all pretend ro; and this is their unpardonable 
Crime, a fault never to be expiated by any leſs * 
puniſhment than their deſtruQtion. 

And are not People (think you) come to a 
fine paſs, when the ſtrifteſt Obedicnce to the 
Laws of God ſhall be accounted more criminal], 
than the moſt open and profane Violation of 
them ? Nay, tho they reprove the other Parries 
Sins no other way, bur by their more ſcrious and 
xcligious Lives ; yet this alone ſhall be ſufficient 
to make them culpable and obnoxious. 


SECT. IV. 


If rhe Party thus generally hated and malig- 
zed, be (for the generality of them) ſerious ands 
godly Chriſtians; or if the ſtriftneſs and holineſs 
of their Lives, and tenderneſs of their Conſcs- 
ences be the true Ground and Reaſon of our ha- 
tred of rhem ; ſuch an hatred, when it becomes 
eneral, is a direful preſage of ſome common 
Gllsy cad Miſe haſtning upon ſuch a Peo- 
ple, Hol. 9. 7. The day: of vijnerm are came, the 
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Jay! of vecompence ave come, Iſr ac! ſhall inow it; 
the Prophet 11 4 feel, the ſpritual man 11 mad ; 
lor the multitude of thine muquity, and the great 
hatred. 

And our own Reaſon will give vs this Con- 
cluſion , as well as Scripture. For whatſoever 
brings Sin to its full maruriry, muſt needs haſten 
Judgments. And what can heighten and accent 
che Sins of a People more than ſuch a cruel 
hatred of good Men upon the ſcore and acconne 
before given? All hatred of Godlineſs hath 2 
rang of Deviliſkneſs. "Tis a deſperate flying 


in the very Face of God, whoſe _ Holt- 
neſs is. Sin can ſcarce be graduated a peg 
higher. 


Reaſon tells the Husbandman , 'tis time to 
Mow and Reap his Corn when it is full Ripe. And 
it 172y convince you, that God's time of reapmg 
down a finful People is near, when their Sins are 
grown to ſuch full maruriry 25 this. Pur ye in the 
feekle, for the haruiſt i; ripe; come, get ye down, for 
the prils ut full, fi fair wo fiew, jor thur witkidne's 
W grein, Joe! 3* 1}3- 
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The true Cauſe and Riſe of this «great and 
fixed Harred amongſt profeſſed Chriſtians (what- 
vcr may be pretended to ſalve Repuration) is 
the Contrariety and Repughancy of the Natures 
and Principles by which the Godly and Ungod- 
ly are governed. There is an Enmiry berwixt 
the rwo Seeds, Gen. 3. 15. And this Enmity runs 
down in a Blood , more or Ids in all Ages and 
Places, Gal. 4 29. Az then, he that was born af: 


3 ie 
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the 
"_ i is ew. Soit was and ſo it is,and ſo it will | 


, till Converſion changeth the heart and prin- 
ciple. This Enmity canner die, while Swan 


lives, and rules in the hearts of Children of Diſ- 
obedience, 
in t7zuſt man 17 | 


And the Enmiry is nuatual. 
an abomination te the juſt; and be that © upright in 
the way,'s an ahemiinatien to the wicked, Prov.29.27. 
(aly with this difference ; The Man hates, 
Now wirum, ſid witim , not the Perſon, bur his 
Sin, The wicketi Man hates both the Perſon of 
the Godly, and his Godlineſs roo; yea, the Perſon 
for his Godlineſs ſake. 

This hatred of the Godly, ſecretly and habi- 
rually larks in the Nature of a wicked Man, 2s 
Rapaczouſne(s 
fw a Lamb. 
the whole Kind, and reaches thoſe, whoſe lives 
are moſt obligingly ſweer ; yea , thoſe that are 


doth i Wolf 
ond iy peg 


bound to them mm the ſtricteſt Bonds of Na- | 


tuce, As we may fee in thar moſt unnatural 
Inftance of Cain's murthering his own Brother 


Abel. Ir diſcovers it ſelf in ſeeking the Deſtruftion !' 


of rhem they hate npon a Religious account, and 
in rejoycing at any Evil. that befals them. Ne- 
thing is mere grateful to them, than any occafion 
to difprace and expoſe them with conteraprt to 
th: World. 


SST 'T. 'VL 


But tho the ſtiftnefs and holineſs of good 
Men, cauſing rhe Confciences of wicked Men 
privately to condema, and inwardly to gaul and 
grate 
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grate them for their looſneſs 3nd profineneſs, hb» 
the true and real Ground and Cauſe of the Gruds: 
and Hatred ; yet they think it fir for Repuration 
fake, chat this be wholly ſuppreiſod 2nd filenced,, 
and ſomething elſe pretended for rhe Cauſe and 
Reaſon of it, elſe it wou!d look too Nike the De- 
vil himfelt. And therefore among!) her plane 
ſible Pretenſions for their Miligniry ro thole thi: 
are better than themſelves, theic thice are princs 
pally inſiſted on, and pleaded 


I. That it 3s not their Picty, but their Hoo 
erily which they hate. Not becauſe they have in- 
deed more Piery than others, but becauſe rhey 
make more vam Shew and Oft:nration of it, 
thin themſelves do ; who, ſerting alide their ridi- 
culous Grimace: , and affetted phantaſtick Words 
and Actions , are every whit as good as them 
ſelves. 

2. Becauſe under a pretence of greater ſtrift- 
nefs in Religion, they do bur hatch and carry on 
Sedirion Rebellion ; and that rhe World will 
never be quiet, whilſt ſuch Vipers are ſuffered in 
the Bowels of 1t. 

3. Thar both the former have been made jul 
ficiently evidear and apparent in f:veral tormer, 
and more recent Inſtances of the Hypocrity and 
ſeditious Deſigns of as high Pretenders ro Re!:- 
gion and Reformation, as thoſe are, whom they 
truly hate, and would nor ſuffer them ro hve, 
if their Power were aniſwerable to thew Ha 


wad. 


As to this firſt Plea, viz. Their Hypocrils, 
'ewall quickly be found to be tos thin and weak, 


T4 ro 
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to endure the Teſt of your own Reaſon and Con- 
ſciences. For how will you anſwer them, when 
they ſhall! thus argue and expoſtulare the marter 
wh you ? 

You that thus Cenfure, and thoſe thar are cer- 
fared for Hypocriſy by you, do both profeſs one 
and the fame Reixgion. Your profane Lives are 
notcriouſly contrary to all the Principles of this 
Religion. You Swear , Drink, Whore, Revile, 
and Perſecute the others, only becauſe you fancy 
their Tones , Geſtures, &c. tb be ſome way or 
other indecent. You cannot deny , but they 
live Soberly and Godly. They attend upon all 
the Duties cf Religion ſtriftly and conſcientiouſ- 
by. Your Malice againſt them can find nothing 
co carp at, but ſome lirtle Trifles, with which the 
Eſſence of Religion is not concerned. Did they run 
into the ſame exceſs of riot with you, greater mat- 
ters than theſe would be over-looked, yea, and ap- 


phauded too. 

Now ler Reaſon and Conſcience ſay, who is 
moſt likely ro be the Hypocrite , rhe Man tht 
calls himſelf a Chriſtian, and under thar Profeſ(- 
ſion wallows in all profaneneſs,not once cenſuring 
himſelf for it ; or he that lives Soberly and God- 
ly, againſt whom Malice it ſelf can produce no- 

ing bur ſuch inconſiderable Trifles as theſe ? 
Is not this the very Caſe which Chriſt hath deter- 
mined ro our hands, and mude ſuch Cenſurers 
the Hypocrites, Alatth. 7. 3. And why beholdef? 
theu the mote that us im thy Brother: yt, but conk- 
dereft not the beam that i: in thine 1w1 eye? Tt was 
bur one blemiſh, and that a very ſmall one roo, 
bur a Mete; however this you can quickly fpy, 
and as raſhly ceaſure. Burt mean while there's a 


Beam. 
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Rem, an horrid flagitious wickedneſs in your 
ſelves ; but 'ris roo near your own Eyes to be dif- 
cerned by you. Which of theſe rwo (think you; 
15 the Hypocnire ? 

2. Bur what if this Aote that you diſcern, be 
bur a fancy, a meer imagination of your own, 
how will that aggravate your Sia, and evince 
both your Malice and Hypocriſy together * You 
ſay their Tones and Geſtures im Religious Duties 
are Ridiculous and Scenical. Thus you take up 
lightly againſt ſome few of them, and as unjuſtly 
apply unto the afperſing of the whole Party, 
which your own Reaſon muſt and will immedy- 
ately condemn. For there are multitudes of that 
Parry , whoſe Countenances, Tones, and Geſtures, 
are a5 decorous, grave, and becoming the preſence 
of that God with whom they they have to do, as 
any Men in the World. 

3- And 25 for thoſe few whom you thus ble- 
miſh for their indecent Tones or Geſtures; what. 
it choſe Tones you ſpeak of, amount to no more, 
bur natural Dete&ts, and unavoidable Intrmiries, 
which they would, but cannot belp ? Do they 
for this, and no worſe than this, deferv: ro be 
cenſured and condemned tor Hypocrites * Or, 
what if they be in{enfible Actions, occation:d by 
rhe greater Intention of their Spirigs 1n rhe Service 
of God? May not thoſe very things which you 
profanely flour, cenſure, and icoft rt, cither not 
all be noted as blemiſhes to rhceur Devotion by the 
Eye of Gad, or noted with Approbation and De- 
light, as the effets of 1{pirirual fervency 1, his 
Service? Certainly, Gertlemen, you are no good 
Marks-men , that neither draw the right Arrow, 
nos level at the true mark. 
Fs 4 Arts 
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4- And were not this a vain and empty Pre- 
rence to cover your own Malice "gainll Godt; 
neſs; how comes it to paſs that more Scenical 
Habits, Words, and Geftures, ſhould paſs as 
Ornaments in others, whom you affe& ? Whe- 
ther this be nor partiality unworthy of a Man, 
ler Reaſon and Conſcience freely judge. 

In a word, Whar C ifhon or Authority , 
can you produce thus to aſcend the Throne of 
God , and draw your bitrereft Cenſures through 
the very Hearts off Gods People for ſuch piritul 
Trifles as theſe; firſt condemning them as Hy- 

res, which is a moſt unwarrantable Pre. 

100; and then re them as far a5 you 

can for their preſumed Hypocriſy * Have a care 

what you do; be not Mockers , leſt your Bonds 

be made ſtrong. This is a Sin which haſtens 

National Dcſolation , 2 Chr. 36. 16, 17. They 

mocked the mefſingers of God, and deſpiſed bis Word, 

eud miſuſed bis Prophetr, nntil the wrath of the 

Lard aroſe againſ kis Praphe , till thers war mo 

 Therefere be by oug bt 1507 them the King 

of the Ci. later, wie flew their young Men with the 
mers, &c. 
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You fay, "Tis net Godlincſs you hatr, and would 
perſerute; but they are a ſors of Perjons, who under 6 
prevence of Zeal for R:igion and Refwrmation, deſign 
nethrug effe bat Sedition and Rebellion ; that the Nath- 
an-will newer be quiet, whiff ſuch Vipers are ſuffertd 
&s love in it ; awd ts fortify the Plea, you add, that both 
Sher Hypocriſy and! Sedation have been 1watte ſufficrently 
PAO ie the Wir in many infl.n.e. = 
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Zeal for the Laws , and S:cumty of the Go- 
vernment, it rightly rempered and qualified, 15 
highly commendable; and wherever Sincerity 
animates , and Prudcnce governs it, it ought by 
no means to be diſcouraged. Burt there «r: rc6 
many Grounds and Cauſes of Sufpition, thar ark, 
theſe will be found wholly wanting, or extream- 
ly defettive in many high Pretenders to it , 
when it comes to be ſifted ro irs bottom Princi- 
ples, and weighed in the juſt Ballance of found 
Reaſon. 

For if you be inflamed with a pure Z-al for the 
Laws and Government you hve under, then you 
will find your felves obliged tor your own Vin- 
dication to fativfhie rhe juſt Expettarion oft you! 
own, and other mens Reaſons and Confctences in 
the tollowing Particuſars. 


Exp atton L 


Fyft , Reaſon and Con fcience mn your felv er 
and others, will expefrt jr from you, that you 
ot all Men Jn ing [ould be molt precifely and 
punctuully Obedient to ail thote uit cnd goo! 
Laws you ive under . funcc Your {cl ou þ 
ſo hot 2gainit thole that comply not punt. 
ally with them. For thoſe that make ſo- mwc!; 
Conſcience (as you feem ro Jo) of uther Mens 
Offences againſt the Laws, muſt be preſume! 
(if your Profeflion be tincere) ro make at leaſt 
8s much Conſcience of breaking any of them 
in your own Perſons ; elfe nenther Reafon nor 
Conlcience will ever adanit this Plea of yours fur 


found and good. 
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The Reaſonableneſs of 
Now the Laws ſometimes appoint Puniſhments 
for Non-conformity ro the Rites and Ceremo- 
nies, affixed to rhe publick National Worſhip ; 
and fo they do always for convifted Swearing, 
Drunkennefs, and Adultery. All theſe Laws 
have the very ſame San&tion the Authority 
we liveunder. They forbid, and puniſh the one 
as well as the other. And if there be any diffe- 
rence, it lies in this, that theſe larrer arc expreſly 
forbidden and rhreatned by God, antecedently to 
the Magiſtrate's Prohibition of them, which hath 
no ſmall weighr in che matrer under conſideration. 

Now it any Man ſhall pretend Zeal and Con- 
ſcience againſt diſſent m Judgment or Pra- 
Ehice from the Church , but makes no Con- 
ſcience at a!l ro Curſe and Swear, be Drunk 
or Unclean; he will find it a diftculr rask ro 
perſwade his own, or other mens Reaſons or 
Conſciences, that this his Zeal for the Laws and 
Government, 15 ſincere and pure. For were it fo, 
Tn could never allow him to live in the noto- 
rious Violation of the Laws himſelf, which he is 
fo erce and bitter againſt others for. 


Expel7 ation I. 


Secondly, If your Zeal be fincere , it will con- 
tain it {elf within the Bounds and Limirs of rhe 
Offence , and not Jay hold upon the Innocent, 
as well as vpon the Guilty, and make you bare 
and perſecure them that were never Turbulent 
and Sediious, cqually with the greateſt Crimi- 
nals. If you will tug this Principle, as things 
ſtand now, Reaſon will tell you, 'wus as juſt at all 
ocher trnes, as it 15 at this, 

4 Would 
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Would you not think it an unreaſomble and 
moſt injurious thing to be plucked out of your 
Shops , or Houſes, and hurried away ro the 
Goal , becauſe rwo or three diſſolure Fellows 
in the Ciry or Town where you live, have 
been Riocous or Seditipus , tho you poſſibly 
know not the Men, nor can be fo much as 
juſtly ſuſpeted of any Confederacy with them ? 
True 7Zxal for the Laws and Government is 
content to wait, and ſuſpend its Revenges, til 
a fair Convittion have. pafſled upon the Guil- 
ty. And when it fills upon them, 'ris care- 
ful that it crouch none beſides them ; but ſut- 
fers a Man to retain in the yery height of ic, 
due Love and Honour for all that are Inno- 
cent 

If Chriſtians be firſt denominated by general 
Titles and Terms of diftintion, which they 
cannot help, and then the Crimes of any par- 
ticular Perſon, that the World pleaſes ro deno- 
minate as one of the ſame Party, muſt be charged 
and impured ro the whole ; what muſt rhe con- 
ſ:quence of this be, bur that the whole Com- 
munity become obnoxious ro Pun;:ſhment, and 
the very Government it fſclf thereupon be dil 
ſolved 7 

For I take it to be paſt denial or doubr, thr 
ſome of cach Denomination have been, are, oz 
may be guilty of ſedirious Praftices. Some 
Hy pocrizes will lurk among thoſe vaſt Bodies 
of People under the moit ſtrift and watchful! Go- 
vernment ; but God forbid rheir guilt ſhould 
affett the whole Body, under whole Nome they 
ſhelrer themſelves. God , Reaſon, and Confcr- 
ence do all command the hotteft Zeal ro make 


it7 


Favour for ſuch. Bur ler not 

a their Wickedneſs, and are 
from their Crimes as your ſelves, ſuf- 
them , or for them. For then your | 
you , your ſelves are as liable 
as they , and thar yotir Zeal is not 
love ro Juſtice, bur the harred-of 'a 


1s not int the Body Politick , as in the Body 
Natural. If the hand Steal, the feet are juſtly 
Jaid in Irons, and the Neck pur into an Halrer ; 
becauſe all the M*mber: of the Body Natural are 
animated and governed bur by one Soul. Bur 
in the Body Politick every Individual hath 2 d:- 
ſtint Soul of his own , and therefore that Mcm- 
ber only that offends, ought to be puniſhed , 
and all the reſt ro enjoy rheir full Liberry and 
Honour as before. Away therefore for ever 
with thi Church and State-deſtroying Synec- | 
#eche. 
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Third, If there be a change made upon the 
Laws, and they ſhall at any time tolerate and 
proteft that Party and Praftice which once they 
made Criminal ; then your Reaſon, and every 
Mans elſe will expe&t from you (if your Zeal | 
far the Laws and Governmear be fincere and un- 
feigned ) that your Countenance and Carriage 
to that People be changed and altered, accord- 
ing to the different aſpet of the Laws and Go- 
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vernment them : That your Envy and 
Harred with che offence, and that you be 
as ready to affiſt and encourage them, when they 
a& according ro Law, 2s you formerly were to 
affift and proſecute them for aQting contrary 
to Law; elfe, pretend what you will, 'ris plain 

, that it was not Zeal for the Laws and 
Government,bur ſomewhat elſe (which every Bo- 


w4 may gueſs at) that inflamed your Rage againſt 


For whenſoever the Wiſdom of the Govern- 
ment finds it neceſſary by Toleration to take 
away the Crime and Offence , it muſt neceffarily 
take away this very Plea for Hatred and Per- 
ſecurion with ir. Orherwiſe it would be all one 
ro 2& for Law, and agzint Law ; to puniſh them 
that are Offenders, and them that offend no more 
than your ſelves; to rurn the Edg of your Rage 
and Fury againſt rhoſe that undermine the Go- 
verament, and thoſe that are as Zealous as your 
ſelves to ſupport and defend it by their Perſons 
and Purſes. 


Expeli ation IV. 


Feurihly , Your Reaſon will juſtly expett ir 
from vou , that when or whereſoever you ſhall 
ſee eminent Piery meeting with panftua! Con- 
formiry in one Man, that Man ſhall be your 
very Darling , and that both thefe Qualifications 
ſhou!d' recommend him ro your deareſt Aﬀe. 
Qion. | The more ſtritly godly he i5, rhe more 
conformable he is to rhe Laws of God; as well 
as by his punftual Compliance with <njoyned 
Ries wad Rites of Wathip to the Lows of 

In 
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If he be a Men of Catholick Charity 
of every Perſwaſion, whom he judges 
God , and 'be t.uly conſcientous; if he 
y and impartially reprove Sin where- 
he finds it, tho it be in his own Patron, 
en of his own Profeſſion; you will fill 
love lim the more for that. Fer if Since- 
rity and Conformity ( as you pretend ) be the 
things which you make ſuch a Noiſe 

ad Busſle for 

in 

to 


in the World, here you have 
conjunSion. This 1s the Man 
ſeek ( by theſe Pleas of yours) 
for a Pattern and Standard to. reduce other 


- And 1s it really fo, Gentlemen, with you ? 
Do you heartily affeft and prize a ſtrict and {e- 
rious Conformuſt , that fears not ro expoſe the 
cdious Shamefulneſs and Wickedneſs of pro- 
fane Swearing , Curſing, Drunkenneſs , and 
Uncleanneſs, withour reſpe& of Perſons, both in 

* his Pulpit and private Converſes? Do you love 
him che berrer for his plain dealing with your 
Conſciences, in deteting the grand Cheat of 
Formality in Religion ; for his cloſe curring 
Conviftions of the inſufficiency of meer Civiliy 
ro your Salvation , and the indifpenſable necel- 

Regeneration * Do you heartily Love 

oy Hecnour him for thundering you out of 
Ale-houſes and Taverus, unto your Family 
and Cloſet-duties? © For 1tclling you plainly, 
 * your Love muſt not be confined to your 
| * own Party, but exrended to all that fer 

A! God, however they be externally diſtingviſh- 

| * ed among Mcn ? Nay, for convincing you 

* plainly , that Religion lic” nor in extergal 


* Modes 


" 
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'* Mades and Rites, in Standing , Kneeling, or 
** Refponſes ? Thar the Name and Cry of the 
* Church, the Church, will as litrle avail ro your 
** Salvation, as the cry of the Superſtirious and 


| © Profine Tew:, the Temple of the Lard , the Temple 
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'" of the Lord are theſe? That truc Religion is an 
* inward, ſerious , ſpiritual rhing , confiſting un, 
** and evidencing ir ſelf by the Mortrficarion of 
** yours Sins, and real devoredneſs of your Hearts 
"ro the Lord? 

Ff ſuch a Man as this will pleaſe, and de- 
light your very hearts; then my Realon ns 
bound ro conclude , there may be reality in 
whar you pretend. But if you ſhall hate 
and Joath fuch a Man as this, equally with a 

Diſſenter , you muſt excuſe me , and 
all the Rational World with me, if we ſhall 
conclude, that it 1s not true Zeal for the Laws, 
for the Church, or for the ſincerity and peace» 
able Lives of its Profeiors , bur an inward, root- 
ed Enmity at Religion it ſelf, that fers you 
on work under the feigned pretences of other 
things. 


Expeitation Y. 


PFifthly, Your will expeQt and exaft © 
from you, that wKnſoever you ſhall be con- 
vinced that all theſe Stirs and Busſles that have 
been in the World , all this Fining, Impritoning, 
and Impoveriſhing your Proteſtant Brethren and 
Neighbours for their Conſcience-ſake, hath done 
the Church no good, but given a great and real 
Advantage to our common Enemy to ruin us 
together ; that we may diſtinguuſh our ſelves 
how 
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how we pleaſe in our Fly, but they will never 


ws in their Ay; for we are all. 


known to them by one common Name of He- | 


reticks. 

In this Caſe, your Reaſon exaQts it from yort, 
and ſo doth the common Reaſon of Mankind , 
that a Senſe of common Intereſt, and common 
Danger, now quiet thoſe Feuds, and extinguiſh 

Fires , which our own Luſts firſt kindled, 
and rhe Devi! and our common Enemies have 
incenſed, ro the great Damage and Hazard of the 
whole Proreſtant Cauſe. 

Such a ſeaſonable and becoming Senſe 25 this, 
were in it ſelf ſufficient to cool a wiſe Mans 
heats, if Penal Laws were left ſtanding in theic 
full force and vigour; but when the Wiſdom 
and Reaſon of the State ſhall plainly diſcern 
both the Uſefulneſs and Necefliry of Liberty, 
and thereupon rake away ( as have now 
moſt prudently and ſeaſonably done) the further 
occaſions of miſchief ro the whole, by relazing 
the Yoke thar bound ſome (and thoſe a very 
great Body of truly Loval and Ulcful Subje&ts) 
leaving the reſt in the quict Poſſeſſion of their 
own Liberties and Properties ; what ſhall we call 
that Fire, which ſtill continues burning and en- 
creaſing, not only after , bg! + all this, but an 
unquenchable Hell-fire ? 

It Chimers's, and ſelf-cr:ated Jealouſfres, That 
ſome carnal Intereſts of ours are not ſo well ſe- 
cured ro us under Liberty, as they were under 
Perſecution and Tvranny ; this were the right 
way to perpetuate Difſentions and Perſccutions to 
the end of the World. 
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And now , Gentlemen, I hope I may fay, 
without being vain or opinzonative, that your 
own Reaſon hath fairly difarmed you of 
theſe Pleas and Excuſes, by which you have 
hitherto defended your ſelves in your moſt 
finful Praftices of profane Curfng , and Swea- 
ring , Drunkenneſt, Uncleanneſs , and bitter En- 
mity againſt your Proteſtant Brethren for 
things that rouch not th: Eſſence of Chriſtia- 


15 


And believe ir, Sirs, it is truly Genteel and 
Glorious, ro ſuffer your ſclves ro be ſubdued and 
conquered by the plaia Convittions of vour 
own Reafon and Conſcience. "Tis ten thow 
fand times more Honourable and Glorious to lay 
down your Arms at the feet of thefe , than to 
hy down both Reaſon 2nd Conſcience at the 
feer of Satan and your Lufts, and continue fighe- 
ing obſtinarely againſt God , your own Souls, 
Bodies , Eſtates, Repurarions ; yea, your very 
Reaſons and Conſciences, your Innocent Brethren, 
and the Peace of Church and State, under Satan's 
Banner 


In all this Diſcourſe, I have not defroned 
ro cxafperate, but afſwage and reſtrain your 
Lufts and: Paſſions, by laying the loving and 
gentle hands of your own Reaſons and Confci- 
ences upon them. T have nor given the leaſt In- 
purious tonch to your Honour, bur all along 

leaded for the Recovery, or Security of it. 1 
hive expoſed no Man by any particular Mark ot 
Indigitarion. 

Bur aow I have done with you ; if your own 

Conſitences ſhall begin to make a rounder and 


more particular Application of theſe general 
Reaſon- 


Judicarure, where 
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Reaſonings and Arguments, and ſay to you, as 
Nathan to David, Then art the Man, | am not 
accountable for that. Bur be confident of it, 
you are accountable to God for all thoſe plain 
Convictions and faichful Endeavours uſed with 
you, and tryed upon you, to fave you from all 
thoſe Miſeries your —_— Luſts with furs 
ous Precipitation are manifeſtly yunning you 
uitro. 

If you can ſubſtantially and ſolidly refel thoſe 
Arguments againſt, and vindicate thoſe Pleas 
for Sin, which Reaſon and Conſcience have us 
ged and cenſured above; and can produce ftron- 
ger and clearer to defend and juſtify 
the Courfes here cenſured and condemned : Or 
it you can obtain a Writ of Error to re 
move theſe Cauſes to another lawful Courr of 
you ſhall obtain a more fa- 
yourable Verdi&, your complaint of ſevere Deah- 
ing with you here, will not want ſome Ground 
or Colour: But if you cannot (as you know you 
cannot ) then never blame your own Reaſons, 
nor mine, for dealing Rigorouſly or Injuriouſly 
gi” wits hope , and perſwade my ſelf, 

am ro , an wade m 
thar I ſhall at leaſt obtain a ions Life 
from many of you, I have tugg'd hard for it 
with you here. I will rug harder with God in 
Prayer to obtain it for you. Bur yer, Gentlemen, 
I muſt tell you in the cloſe, That-tho-an external 
Reformation of theſe Evil Courſes may make 
your Lives more healthy, happy, and durable 
in this World , and will greatly conduce ro the 
publick, as well as your perſonal and private In- 
rexeſt ; yer if you cxpett compleat and perfe&t 
Havpinets 
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Happineſs in the World ro ceme , you muſt ad- 
vance ene ſtep further beyond Reformation, unto 
ſound hace: wa The firſt makes you compar s- 
tively ha y : but the ſecond will make you 
perfelt cb and blefled for ever hereafter. 
The firſt frees you from many :reporal Miſerics 
upon Earth ; bur the ſecond from eternal Miſeries 
in Hell. And this brings you to the other 
bleſſed Step, by Converhon, which is the Secand 


Parr. 
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The Second Part : 


Evincing the 
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PosSiB1LITY, NECESSITY, 
AND 


EACELLENCY 


| OF 
ConverſionroGod, 


The only Thing that makes Men 
truly happy, and perfc&ly bleſſed in the 


World to come. 
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Ifa.cs. 5,8. Let the wicked forſake bit way, and the 
urrightcors man hi; thoughts; and let him return 
unto the Lord, and he will have mercy wpon him, 
and to tur God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
Fir my thoughts ave net your thoughts, netther are 
your ways my way!, laith the Lard. 

Iſa 1.18. Come now, and {it w reaſon together, ſaith 
the Lard; though your ſins be as ſcarlet, they ſhaZ 
le as white as ſnow; the they be red like crimſon, 
they ſhad be as wool. 

1 Cor. 6. 11, And T7 U Were ſome of you ; but ye are 
wajbed, but ye are ſan7:fied, but ye are juſtified, &c. 
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THE 


Poſſibility, Nature and Neceſlity 
OF 


CONVERSION, 


Opened and Evinced. 


TEC 1. Lb 
Convidtion ſuppoſed, and Grace admured. 


R 


Eaſon and Conſcience have been ſhaming men 
our of their Prophaneneſs, im the r 
Part of this Diſcourſe. Free-grace invites 
rhem to the Life of Holineſs, and thereby to the 
Life of Bleſſeinefs in this S:cond Parr.” 

There you fee what it is to live like Beaſts. 
Here you may fee what it is to live like Chri- 
fliams. : . 

My Chariry commands me to ſuppoſe, that 
ſome Readers ſtand by this time convicted in 
their own Conſciences, borh of the exrream wick- 
ednefs, and the immediate danger of that pro» 
phane Courſe they have heitherto purſued, and 
perſiſted in. And that by this time they begin ro 
interrogate them in the Apaltle's cloſe and curring 
Language, R@n. 6. 21. What fruit had yt: then in 


(; t/ 9/e 
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theſe things, whereof ye ave now aſhamed For tht | 
end of t 


things is death. *'T'ts hard to imagine, 
Go abs daſs Debetes and ns 25 
you have heard in the former Part, not 
leave many of you under convittion and trouble 
of Spirit. You ſee your own Reaſons and Con- 
ſciences have condemned you ; And if ow bear: 
condemn ww (irh rhe ) God i greater than 
og” bears, and inoweth aff things, John J. 20 
"Tis folly ro imagine, you ſhall be acquirted ar 
God's immediate Bar , who arc alrady caſt 
and condemned at your own Privy Seſſions. 

If rhis be the happy effe&t (as I hope ir is) of 
all the former cloſe and folemn Debates with 
your Conſcicnces, it will naturally and immedi- 
ately caſt rhy Soul, Reader, into great admirati- 
on of, and at the patience and long- 
fi ig of God, that hath born wick thee, un- 
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©* hated, RO prifrobdt that were 
** more ſtritly loder 
« eauſe their oy ==] 


their -convucing-examples 
« IE my Conſcience in the 
ry) amend or oc ryto rar 
1 m e le£ of Pra - 
er, Meditation, SelfrefleRion., 2nd £ daker 
 ſpicieual Chriſtian-Duries, thinking ro make an 
** atonement for- all, by. a few hypocritical EX= 
"rernal Formalitzes, 
* To accommodare my carnal intereſt in the 
« world, 1 have come rocking hot ou of an Ale- 
rye ys gry ro the Table of the 


- the Lon of Glory and ; - 
bu ro Cy 
* blood, which now muſt fave me, or I am Joſt 
** for ever, Thus have I done; and becanſs | 
| thou ſilent, I chought thee to be 

** ther ſuch an one as my 1clf. Bur this day haſt | 
me, and ſet mine abominations in | | 


me. 
* 1 have tempted and induced many- others | 
* into the Game Impieties with me, of whom ' 
Ware of nas 146 down to the dead; and | 
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'* ſed the riches of thy goodneſs, forbearance, 
'* and long-ſuffering, not knowing that the good- 
* neſs of God leadeth me rorepentance. And af- 
* cer all, here] am ro!d, rhat there is yet a poſſi- 
** bility of pardon, mercy: and falvation for me. 
'* The news 15 ſo-great and ſo good, that I xm 2ea- 
* louſy concerned to examine the grounds and 
" evidences of it. And if it ſhall appear to be as 
 truz, as it 15 aſtoniſhingly ſtrange and raviſhing- 
" ly fweer, I __ it ſhall cffeRually lead me to 
" repentance, and diſſolve for ever rhe ſtrong<l! 
'* yes betwixt me and my luſts. 


SE © 0. 
Comvr ſion of the wileft Sinner poſſible. 


Þ ter it 15s poſſible for the greateſt and moſt 

infamous Sinner to he recovered by Repen- 
rance and Converſion.and thereupon to find mercy 
and forgiveneſs with God, is a truth as ſure and 
firm, as it is ſweetand comfortable. Three things 
will give full evidence of ir. 

1. That their Sins do not exceed the | pow- 
er and ſufficiency. of the cauſes of Rematfion. 

2. That fuch Sinners are within the calls and 
invitations of the Goſpel. 

3. That ſuch Sinners are found among the in- 
ances and Examples of pardoning mercy, recor- 
ded in the Scnprures. 

And if the Cauſes of Pardon be ſufficient, and 
able to produce. it ; if the Golpelanvitations do 
cake them in; and ſuch {inners as theſe, every way 
a$ Vile and wicked, have not been ſhur our, bur 
G 3 received 
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received ro mercy ; then 'ris all doubt 
aches is (ar held RT my ſor 
fuch ſinners as you are. 


L 'Tis paſt all rational doubt, that rhe Cauſes 
of Remiſſion are every 
| TR v7 ann ſuch ſins as yours are. 

conſider with your ſelves, 


1. The Cauſe. 
The power of 9 2. The Arriteriow Cauſe. 
3. The Appizrng Caule. 


1. The ſuffici and abihry of the /mpulue 
Canſe of Pardon, whach is none other bur rhe Free- 
grace of God, the immenſe riches and treaſures 
whereof, do infinirely exceed rhe accomprs and 
computations both © and Men, Exed.3 4. 
6, 7. Hud the Lord paſſed by before hem, and proclat- 
med The Lard, the Lord God, mercifal and graciew, 
lerg-juffer ing, ana abund ax; im goodneſe and trach, 
hrepimg mercy for then/and:s, fergrong i - 

, and fn. Mic. 7. 18, 19. i 4 
God like unto thee, that 1m quaty 


_ he will ſubdue our 1nequaties, 


fn abrunded, gr 


way ſufficient and able to * 


all eur fins mto the depths of the Sea. Once | 


all doubt 
mercy for 


the Cauſes 
nd able to 
yours are. 


(e. 


uſe. 
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ſuch mountains of guile as thine have been, 

2. Nor do thy fias exceed the power and ability 
of the Meriterrous Cauſe of Remy namely, rin 
Blood of the Lord Jeſus Chrift ; for that Blood 15 the 
Blood of God, 44. 20. 28. He is the Lamb of 
God, whoſe blood is ſufficient ro rake away the 
fins of che world, Jeb» 1. 29. There is but one 
fin in the world exempt from Remiſſon by this 
blood; wand if thy heart be now wounded with 
the ſenſe of tin (as I here ſuppote ic ro be) that's 
_ of thy tin, how heinous foever thy other 


or Mecher Mli-flene, thy Hill ſtiff and obſtinate, 
jen; enchanced and bewirched with the 
of Sin; yer this Spirit of God in a mo- 
ment can make a convincing beam of light co 
into thy dark mind, make thy hard heart re- 
thy ſtubborn will ro bow, and all the aff & i= 
Soul to comply, and open obediencially 
iſt, John 16. 9,10. The Spirit, when he comuth, 
be ſhall coroince the world of Sin, &e. 

Thus you ſee whatever your guile be, it does 
nor excced the abilities of the Cauſes of Re- 
miſſion. Oh what an Encouragement is this ! 


IL 
_ that if you will open your Bubler, you may 


an” 
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on. Conſider Iſo. 55: 7, 8. Let the wicked forſals 
hit way, and the wnrighteous man his theughtr, and 
let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy 
_ him, and to our God, for he will abundantly par- 

: for my thoughts are mot your thoughts, &c. Here 
you have the nature of Converſion deſcribed Ne- 
gatively and Poſitively, by forſaking your ways 
and thoughts, and rurning to the Lord, The way 
notes the external dens of rhe Converſation ; 
the thghtr denore the internal frame and rem- 
per of the Mind; both theſe muſt be forſaken. 
And :wning to the Lord, denores the ſincere dedica- 
tion of the whole man ro God ; all which is pol- 
ſible and eaſy for the Spirit of God to do; and 
this being once done, abundant Pardon is affu- 
red, If you ſay you cannor think it ; God reMNs 
you in the very next words, That his thoughrs are 
not your thoughes, but as far above them as the 
Heavens are higher than the Earth. Read to the 
ſame purpoſe, 1/s/ah 1. 18, Rev. 3. 20. Jobn 7, 
37. 


IM. And to make the poſſibiliry of Remiſſion 
yer clearer, know for your encouragement, that 
as vile, infamous, and prodigious Sinners as your 
ſelves are recorded and found amongſt the inſtan- 
ces and examples of forgiven ſinners in Scriprure. 
Pax! was once a fierce and cruel Perſecutor and 
Blaſphemer, yet he obtained mercy, 1 Tim. 1. 13, 
14. That finfu] Woman recorded Luke 7. 37, 38, 
was an infamous and a notorious finner, yer her 
ſins, which were many, were forgiven her, v. 47. 
Manaſſeb was a Monſter of wickedneſs, as you 
may read, 2 Chron. 33. yet found mercy. And 
if you view that Catalogue of ſinners given in 


1 Cor. 


ed forſale 
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! Cor, 6. 9, ro. you will ſeem ro find among 


them the very forlorn-hope of deſperate ſinners, 
advanced neareſt ro Hell of any men upon Earrh ; 
yet ſee ver. tr. what is ſaid of ſome of them: And 
fach were ſore of you; but ye are wajhed, but ye are 
1uftified. 

All theſe rhings plainly ſhew (I ſay not the 
Cert ainty that you ball be, bur) the Pefibr{rry that 
you may be pardoned ; which is a mercy and en- 
couragement unſpeakable. 


SEO 1. I. 


The Conwer ſion of propbane one; highly pro- 
bable. 


A SS Satan labours to diſcourage them 

that are gone in fin ſo far as you are,by cut- 
ring off all s of mercy from them ,and bring- 
ing them to this deſperate Concluſion, Damned we 
know we ſhall (16% prune”? be, and therefore 2s 
good be damned for more, as lefs, If we had 
lived ſober and civil lives, we might have had 
ſome hope ; bur b:canſe we have no hope, *ris as 
good for us to take our full ſwinge in fin, as to 
think of rerurning by Repentance and Converſion, 
ſo late m the day as this 1s. 

To obviare this deadly fnare of Saran, I ſhall 
here further add Thar there is not only a Poſſib1/:t 
of your recovery, but in ſome reſpett a ſtronger 
Poſſibility, that ſuch as you may be converted and 


faved, than there is for thole rhar have led 2 
ſmoother and more civil life in the world, and 
wholly truſt to their own Civility fox their Glva- 


( c to), 
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ton, inflad of the impured righteouſneſs 0i 


This plainly a by that convictive Exprel- 
fion of Chri ns bertler 20d Phe, Mas. 11. 
31. Ferily I ſay wnte you , That the Publicans and 
Harlets go into the Kingdom of Heaven before you. 
Pablican;, the moſt infamous men, and 
Harlots the worſt of women ; yet are ſooner 

rt over ro Chriſt by Faith and Repentance, 
than the more civil and ighteous Scribes and 
Phariſees. 


And indeed 'ris far eaſier to come at the Con- 
C:iences of ſuch ſinners by ConviRtion, than at the 
others. They have nothing to ward off the | 
froke of conviftion : It muſt fall direftly and | 
immediately upon their Conſciences The moſt 
ſmooth and civil of the world truſt ro their 


own , and this ſelf-confidence, like 
drmear of prof, reſiſts 2)! artemprs ro bring them 
wo Chrift for righteouſneſs. Nothing fixes men 


n 2 ſtate of evil more, than a ſtrong conceit tha: 
their Condition is good. 

But ſuch as you are, whoſe whole lives have 
been with $ and all impiety, 
your Conſcieaces will more caſily receive convidt 


ons of your preſent , and of the nece 
of a dy an thorew Cane, You cam 


as others do, that you no tance or 
—— ny __ _— _l 
nearer the Doos of Hope and Mercy, than 
Sinners do. 

If therefore it ſhall pleaſe the Lord (whoſ 
grace is rich and free to the vileſt of ſinners) to 
pluck out ſuch as you, as brands out of the bure 
ing, by thorough converſion to Chaiſt, you wil 

ct 


onceit that 


hives have 
ll impiety, 
ve conv 
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not only become real Chriſtians (as all true Con- 
verts are) but the moſt excellent, uſcfu! and 2ea- 
lous amongſt all Chriſtians. As you will be moſt 
eminent Inſtances of his Grace, io will you be 
the moſt eminent Inſtruments for his Glory. As 
you have gone beyond other ſinners in wickedneſs, 
ſo = will ſtrive to excced them all in your love 
ro Chriſt, Luke 75. 47. She loved much, for much was 
forgiven her. You'l never think you can do e- 


nough for him, who hath done ſuch great things 


r you. 

Who more fierce and vile before Converſion, 
than Paul, who was 2 Blaſphemer, a Perſecutor 
and injurious, 1 Tim. 1,13? And who all 
the ſervanrs of Chriſt loved or laboured for hi 
more than he ? How did he rather fly, than tra- 
vel up and down the world, in 2a flame of Zeal for 
Chridt > pu puntanangan ten 9m m fin, fo 
you will nor endure to come behind any in zeal 
and love to the Lord Jeſus : Yer noc thinking 
this wiy to make hin a requital for the injuries 
you have done him (that would be the moſt inju- 
thous att of all che reſt): Bur ro ceſlific rhis way 
the deep ſenſe you have of the riches and tran- 
ſcendency of his goodncſsand mercy to you above 


—_—— — — ——— 
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SECT. IV. 


—_— frequently and fatally mi- 


UT here I muſt warn you of ſome common, 
I bur moſt Miſtakes commirted in 
the world wirh to Converfion unto God. 
Except theſe be ſeaſonably prevented or removed, 
none of you will ever ſtir or move further than 
you are towards Chriſt. Amongſt others, beware 
—_— of theſe three following fatal Miſtakes. 
r 


1. Bapriſmal Regeneration. 

2. Commoa Profeſſon of Chriſtianicy. 

3- Formality in Religious Duries. 

1. There is a notion ſpread among men, and 
almoſt every where obtaining, That the Scri 
mean nothing elſe by Conver/row, bur rs be baptized 
1” our infancy inte the viſcble Church ; and that this 


ibour any other or further Converſion. 

Bur, Sirs, I beſeech you conſider how dange- 
rous a thing it is to take your own Shadow tor 
a Bridge, and venturing upon it drown your 
Glves. If Baptiſm be Converſion enough, why 
doth Chriſt ſay, Mark 16. 16. Hs that betevearn 
and us baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but he that believeth 
net, ſha'l be dammed ? Baptiſm withour Faith figni- 
ties nothing to Salvation ; but Fairh without Bap- 
tim 


2” - 


' of Regenerationu 
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riſm (where ir cannct be had) ſecures Salvation. 
And why doth the Apoſtle fay, Ga!. 6. 15. Netthry 
Circumcifen ner Uncircumcifion av aileth any thing, but 
s new Creature? Or what needed Chriſt ty have 
preſſed and inculcated rhe indiſpertſible neceffiry 
Nicedemus, as he doth, Job.3. 
3, 5, 7. who had been many years a circumciſed 
Jew ? This your danyerous dependance upor; 
your Baptiſmal Regeneration, is whar hath given 
ſuch deep offence and prejudice ro many (rhan 
withour juſt cauſe) againſt that Ordinance. I L- 
ment it 2s much as , that men ſhould rurn = 
into ſuch a deadly ſnare to their own Souls, yet 
will ſhll honour Chrift's abuſed Ordinance. 

2. Some think the common profeſſion of Chri- 
ſhaniry makes them Chriſtians enough. They are 
no Heathens, Mahemst ans, or idolatrous Pop bur 
Proteffants, within the Pale of the True q 
that 15, profeſſed reformed Chriſtians. 

Bur Friends, I beg you to conſider , that convi- 
Aive Text, 1Cw. 4.20. The Kingdom of God i; not 
in werd, but in pewer. Many there be, that in 
werd: confeſs Chriſt, bur in werks they deny him. 
And why were the fooliſh Yirgins (that is, profeſ- 
ſed reformed Chriſtians) ſhur out of the Kingdom 
of God, if rhe Lamps of verbal , with- 
out the Oyl of Internal Godlinefs, were 
for our Salvation ? Mar. 25. 3,12. Believe it, Sirs, 
many will claim acquaintance with Chriſt upon 
this <ccount, and expett favour from him in the 
great day, of whom he will profeſs he never 
knew them, Afr. 7. 22. Chriſt need not have pur 
men upon ſtriving as in an Agony to enter in at 
the ftrait Gare, if Baptiſm in our Infancy, or 


Verbal Profefſion of ChiiRianity were all the dif. 
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7 © 6 's 
Of the Nature of trae Conterſun. 


OU have heard- char Converſion does nor 
conſiſt in theſe External things ; at your E- 
cernal peril be ir if you truft in them. Bur 
Converſion is the ing of the whole man to 


en red as 
ward and 
Heart, and the external courſe of che Liſe, J&.F9- 
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whole heart-choice of him for 
ultimate happineſs and porti 
af holLond Taſks Chal, co wene 
viour, 4: 5.31. And anfwenbly i 
your whole Life to his Service and 
1. 23, And thus. it bri 
And the whole Frame of 
is marv changed and altered, 2 Cor. 5. 17. 
Old rhing! are paſſed away, behold all 
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COIN 


110. 3: What! toforſake with loathing your old | 
10ns and Courſes, which you have —_— | 
lived with, and deli in, and to embrace wi 
ure ſtrict Godlineſs, which you have 
ſo loathed and ridiculed ! This would be a ſtrange 
alteration indeed. Bur as ſtrange as it ſeems to 
be, 'twill be effefted in a moment, when God 
fulfils that gracious Promiſe (as I hope he is now 
doing) to you, Ezek. 36. 26, A new heart alſo will 
1 gi and i» new Spirit will I put within you; 
clans Gollow Netwres When the heart of a 
Beaſt was given to that great King Nebuchaduex- 
z&, Dan. 5. 21. his dwelling was with the wild 
Afſes, they ſed him with Graſs like Oxen. Bur 
ler the Spirit of a man rerurn to him again, and 
he'll ro think of his brutiſh Company, and 
way of- Life : And ſo will you of yours alſo. As 
marvellous a. change as this has paſt as emi- 
nent and notorious ſinners as your ſelves, Gal. 1. 
ber Ys ys ee Sk UN CIO 
uce is by that Almight 
Power w y he is able ro ſubdue all 09 
ro himſelf. 


SST © 1. VE 
Of the Hizards attending Converſuon. 
F the Lord ſhall in his rich grace and mercy to 
your Souls RO bs hens hs choughts and 


reſolutions of a change of your courſe, great care 
onghr to be raken in the time of this change, leſt 


chey mifearry in their remove from one State to 


another. Mulrirodes miſcarry berwixt a Stare of 
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Pro , ns To _— 
mn the State of , is to be cerrainly loſt; 
and ſo it is to take up ſhorr of Chriſt in meer Ci- 
vility an! Formality in Religion. This middle 
ſtate rakes up multitudes by the way, who do 
bur change the open Road for a more private way 


to Hell. 
Meer Civilized Nature is U ted Nature 
ſtill. They return, but net to the moſt bigh; they are 


like @ deceitful Bow, ſaith the Prophet, Hoſ. 7. 16. 
They ſeem to aim at Chriſt and Salvation; bur 
25 an Arrow from a weak Bow, = Sn 
or as from a deceirful Bow, it rs aſide, and 
miſſes the Mark. Tis true, they are not openly 
prophane, as they were before ; bur they rake up, 
and ſertle in an U te Srace ſtil]. Their 
Condition is the ſame, tho their Company be nor. 
Thus is excellently ſer forth by our Saviour, 
Mat. 12. 47, 44, 45. The Devil may be caſt our 
as 2 prophane Devil, and yer keep his propriery ſtill 
asa formal Devil. The ſenſe of that Texr is well 
expreſſed by one ut this Note upon ir, That a re 
frraint by Formality keeps the Devil's Propriety, 
and diſpoſes the Soul to final Apoſtacy. You are 
as far Chriſt and Salvation undey rhe power 
of Formality, as you were before. He that's cu- 
red of a Fever, hath no great cauſe to rejoyce, if 
his Fever have left him under a Conſuryp:ion, which 
will kill him as furely, though it may be lefs vio- 
lently or ſpeedily. 


SECT. Vi 


Of the abſolute Neceſſity of a thorow Chis 
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hope in God. If you hope in God, you muſt 
hope in his Word, Pſaim 119. #1. Now where 
will you find that Word in the Bible, that war- 
_ CODE, LT 

on ? Scriptural 1s of a purifying na- 
iy > ny evermore produftwe of an holy life, 
I Wh 

If you fay, Chriſt died for the greateſt of ſin- 
ners, and you truſt to be faved rhrough him : 'tis 
true he did ſo; but Coorverſion is irs onfy merhod 
of Salvation, Ti. 2. 14. And thoſe that are nor 
waſhed by Sanftification, bave no part in him, or 
in has Blood, ws he ny 7 a 
: wan Pur "S——_ | 
from their fins, Mars. 1. 21. His way is to head 
you through SanQtificaron unto Salvation, 2 The. 
2. 13. If you have 2 mand to fee whom and how 
he faves, you have it before your eyes, Tit. 2. 14- 
Who gave bunfetf for ws, that be naught redeens ws from 
all tniqui "a kts coke oo 
an of aa worts. Thoſe are faved by 
ws res or 0 worldly hafts, 
hve not IP and ryghteeay, bur geaty m this 


rt war 


The Poffibility and 
SECT. VII. 


Every man might do more than by dath toward, | 


bis own Converfion. 


bur yer becauſe man might do more ro- 
ee tn deck arp Apr) ppg wh 

with his own Dammnon. We 
and bound to ſtrive ro enter in -at the 
| 02g Roſen. bog Hh 'Tis true, a man in 


his narural ftare nothing that is ſpirirually 
or fopernturally ; yr he can do, and for- 
bear ro do many Cres ga. forbearing 


though remorer 
Converſion wh hgh ae forbearing 
7 Eg ines ines 


You can, if you will forbear to ſwear and blaſ- 
pk Name of God: who can or does com» 
peh or force your rongues to it * The Devil can 
tempt, bur not compel them. You can, if you 
will, when nature is ducly refscſhed : Your 
wicked panions Can ,/ bur nor-farce 
you. You can, if you <hun Laſcivious Books 

Company, and yout Bodies chaſt , at 
hf Gom the Baternal ABtoof Uackeanels 

RAY geaner.ges bar ogy no 
as well as negle&, the 
Danes ? ho rage enaty pd nah. go we vr 

can carry you to your Cloſets, if you pleaſe ro 
have them do fo. > Sem reaſon why 
you cannot compole your ſelves, when engages 


{ he not in any man's power to convert himſelt: 


ts, 
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in God's publick or private Worſhip, to a cloſe 
and ſerious attendance to thoſe Duries. The ap- 
plication of the mind to- what is ſpoken, is of 
great concernment to you : And if an 

ed Miniſter can apply his thoughts to compoſe a 
Sermon and ds it, I ſee no I 
ſanftified Hearer may nor alſo compoſe and apply 
his mind to hear it. And I am paſtall doubr, , hr 


you read or hear, and how they agree or diſagree 
with your experience. 
Now if men would bur do this (which certain» 


ever yet be perſwaded to 
"US "be no poſitive certainty 
or affurance that Converſion and Salvation ſhall 


mag and the Merchant ventures in 
cog dead Love as theſe 
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SECT. 1X. 
= Diſconragements in the way of | 


r 1 

1 ten Aon re hens With a 
yer Ang Sm hng 
nt nn) ire Gentlemen, do ſo much 2t leaſt for 

= nm orig ood 
lie, a5 ro hear theſe marters 

the inflation — Sree Arnr ehur, rhey are 


worth nothing. 

F will ſuppoſe —=_ the flower and vigour of 
your Youth, SE da now nick'd 
with a more dangerous TT empration, that it is roo 
ſoon to _y ſuch ſerious Matters now : You 


have not yet had your full pleaſure our of fin. 
foand 


Need I to a word to refute and baffle ſuch 
a Temptation as this ? I doubr not bur you your 
ſelves can eaſily do ir. Ak your ſelves, Sits, x | 


tina _ WTI 


| 


ſentence of Death were paſs'd upon you 'by Men | 


(as it is by God, John 3. 18. He that believeth net 


15 condemmed already) would you think a Pardon | 


could 
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could come too ſoon? Be affured every bit of 
Bread you eat, is the Bread of the Condemned. 
You are in hazard of Hell every day and hour : 
There wants nothing but a Sword, a Buller, a 
Shipwrack, or Diſeaſe (of which Multicudes wait 
on you every day) to put you beyond mercy,and 
all hopes of mercy. And can you get roo ſoon 
(chink you) our of this danger and miſery ? Oh, 
why do you linger any longer ? The danger is 
roo great and imminent to admit one hours longer 


And it is a5 ftrange and ſtrong a deluſion on the 
other fide, to fancy is now too late. The vani- 
and groundleſneſs of this hath been evinced in 
be Second Setfion, to whach I refer you for full fa- 


And for the loſs of your Phaſures by Converſion 
to God, that's the thanneſt and (liicft Provence of 
all the ret. Thar's che ſame thing as to 
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SECT. X 
Mvtives and Conſiderations perſwading to Com- | 


verſion, 


HIS ſhort Diſcourſe ſhall wind up it ſelf in 
Morives and Confiderations to prevail with 
You, not onely to make the firſt Step our of Pro- 
phaneneſs to Civiliry ; but rhe other neceſſary 
and happy Step roo, for the Lord's ſake, Gentle- 
men ; oe bleſſed Step beyond meer Civiliry, to 
ſerious Godlinefs. 
_ that I knew what Words to chuſe, and 
t Arguments ro urge, that might poſſth 
prevail with you ! My Witneſs is ins Aro 
would do any thing within my power 
your temporal and eternal Happineſs. I beg you * 
in the bowels of Chriſt Jeſus, as if I were upon * 
my bended knees before your feer, rurn nor away | 
your eye or -car from theſe Diſcourſes. Ponder 


ITY” 


and conſider once and again whar hath been ratio- 
nally debared'in ehe Firſt Part, abour your Refor- 
matiod, and whar hath and ſhall be in this 
Second Par: | 


* Oh, my God! thou that haſt counted me faithful, 
'* and put me 120 the Manſtyy ; thou that haſt inclined 
wy heart to make this attempt, and encouraged m 
* with hope that 12 ſhall not be m vain to all them that 
* read it, if it muſt be ſo to ſome; I beſeech thee, lay 
'* the hand of thy Spirit wpen the heart and hand of 
" thy Servant, firengthen and guide him m drawing 
'* the Bow of the Golpe!, and dirifiimng the Arrom!, | 
* F247 
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f * that they may Frike the Mark ie a19; at, even the 
" Conviftion and Conuerſiom of [:14 4 ard aiſtlute fine 
* ner1. Command thele Conſiderations, to ftay and ſettle 
* ts their hearts, will they bring them fully woer to thy 
to Com 3} © ſelf mChrif.. 


I. Conſiders: on 
it ſelf in 
vail with Aad faſt, Ochat you would conſider how the- 
* of Pro- whole of your Life paſt ith been caſt away wn 
neceſſary vain, as to the great end and bufincls you came 
 Gentle- into the world for. You have breathed many 
vility, ro Years, but not lived one Day to God. Your 

Conſciences could never yet prevail with you to 
huſe, and F get out of the noile and burry of the Warld, and 
r poſſibly go along with it into ſome private amps hr 
Heaven, I | *0 debate the ſtare of your Soul, and thi cloſc 
ro Procure (bur for one hour) ro ſuch awtul Subjefts as God, 
I beg you | Soul, Chriſt and Exernity, Heaven, Hell, Death 
vere upon | and Judgment. Do you think, Gentlemen, that 
nor away | You came into this world ro do nothing clſe bur 
_ Ponder to cat amd drink, ſportand play,. {lcep and dic ? 
been ratis- | Ak your ſelves, I belcech you, whether che lite 
ur Refor- you have hitherto lived , have looked to your 
red in thi own eyes like an earneſt flighe from Hell, anda 

| ſcrious purſuit of Heaven and Salvation #- How 

* much nearer are you got to Chit now, than yau 
we faithful, er* when in your Cradles? The {ſweeteſt and 

nchued F ficrelt part of your life zs paſt away in Vanity, and 
cour aged wi there's no calling one day or bour of it back 
il them chat | "B39; Ya | 
ch thee, 
and hand 
0 67 0000 , Ms fM'Ge:- 
the ArrOP : 
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Conſider, Centlemen, for Chriſt Jeſus ſake, 
you have yet an opportunity to be eternally hap- 
, If you will ſlight and negle$ opportunities of 
Ivation no longer. The of mercy 15 not 
pony ſhur up. The Lord Jeſus yer waits to 
racious to you. Such 1s his aſtoruſhing grace 
mercy, he will pardon and paſs by all that 
you have done inde bin; if now after all you 
will bur come unto him that you may have life. 
Turn ye, turn ye, for why will ye die: ? Your 
Swearing and Blaſpheming . your Drunkennefl, 
Uncleanneſs and Enmity at Godlinefs, ſhall never 
be mentioned, if you will yer repent and rerurn, 
Exch 18.21,22. If the withed will turn from al hi: fon: | 
that he hath conm:tted and keep af! wy Statute and os 
that which i: lawful and right, he ſhall furth 
live, he ſhall nor die. All his tr anſer:ſfowg the 
he hath commutted , they ſha!l not be menttoned wh 
t6 him. 

If you ſay, rheſe are hard and impoſſible terms 
to Nature. Tis true they are ſo; and God's end 
in urging them here upon you, is toconvince you 
of your narura] imporence , and drive- you to 
Chriſt, that by union with him, the righteouſneb 
of the Law might be fulfilled in you. . 


II. Confider ation. 


Ler it be throughly conſidered, *Tis no kf 
than Salvation, and your own Salvation too, 
which depends upon your Converſion. How d- 
hgenat was Chriſt 1a purchaſing Salvation ! wy 
ncy 


eſus ſake, 

nally hap- 

runities of 
rcy 15 not 
4 waits f0 
hin acc 
y NF kat 
er all you 
have life. 
ie ? Your 
unkennels, 
ſhall never 
nd rerurn, 


w all hi ſow 
tute; and 6s 
ſhall furth 
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negligent and remiſs are we in applying it! Oh, 


what compoſitions of floth and ſtupidity are un+ 
converted Sinners ! How do thev fit with folded 
arms,as if it were eaſy to periſh * Is this your run» 
ning and ſtriving to obtain the Palms and Crowns 
ot ImmortalGlory* Hark out ([aith rhe ApoſtlePiil 
2. 12,1} ) Y0ur OWN [4 Vain with frar and rremblang., 
'Tis for Salvation, and nothing lets, you are here 
preſſed to ſtrive And what Care,pains,ct ſo'l:cirude 
of ours can be equal and proj ortionat?: toſo yy 
a thing as ialvation ? It every thought of the heart 
were reſcu «l trom all ot her CONSETms, and the 
mind ſtand continully fixed with urmoſt intenti- 
on upon this Subjett furcly-ſuch a-Subjett deſerves 
it all, and much more. 

But when you conſider it 15 not an ther's, bur 
your own Salvation you are ſtriving for, how 
powertully ſhould the Principle of Sclt-preſervath 
on awaken and imvigorate vour utmoſt endea» 
vours afrer it! The Law of Charity and Bowels of 
Mercy would compel us to do much to ſive the 
Body, and much mote the Sou! of another ; and 
will they move us to do nothing for our own 
Salvation 

Say not, if I ſhou'd be careleſs and negleftipe, 
yer God i» good and gracious ; if this Seaſon 
be negleQted, there be more to come. Alas ! 
that's more than you know. "TH poſſible yaur 
Erernal Happineſs miy depend upon the ime» 
proverent of this prefent opportunity, There's 
much of tame un a ſhom opportunity. 


9 - onal er are Ee 
Do you think your hearts would be in Juch a 
dec, carelc(s and UACOACE, ai trame, it our this 
2 great 


r4$ The Poſſibility and 
= and awful matter of your Converſion and 

vation , if rhoſe things were now before your 
” orgs certainly and ſhortly muſt be before 


* 


2 few Suppofitions, ſo rational, becauſe 
certainly furure and near , that no wiſe man 
will or dare to ſlight them as Fictions or Chi 


I. Suppoſirion. 


wards. 
_ _—__ your Death» 

your breath failing, your eye 
breaking, all Earthly Com- 
inking from you ; Theſe 
DT, are a" _— _ 
, Eccle/. $. $8. Suppoſe alſo in 

your kiff Extremiries, your Conſciences 
d awake ( as gy they will, there be- 
Now NO more of Pleaſure, and fin- 
ns to divert or ſtupihe them) what 
you then find your ſelves in * What 


, horror will appear in your 
tenances ? Wil you not then wih, Oh that 
ime I have ſpent in vauity, had been ſpent 

ies of ſerious Piety ! Oh that T had 
been as careful of as I was of my 
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ſelf, bur IT ſhall find it harder to prapple 
with the Wrath of an incenſed God ro all 
Ererrury. 


IT. Suppeſirien. 


ſe your ſelves now to be ar the Judg- 
—_ t of God, where you know you muſt 
be immediately after Death; or that you did be- 
hold the Proceſs and awful folemniry of the 
general Judgment of the great Day, both which 
appearances are indiſputably ſure and certain, 
Heb. 9. 27, 2 Cw.f. 00. _ you ſaw all 
Adam's Pofteriry rhere afſem and convened, 
even Mulrirudes, Mulrirudes, which no -man 
can number ; all theſe ſeparated unto rwo 
grand Diviſions ; Chriſt the Supream and final 
Judge upon rhe Judgment-Seart , the Chrift. 
tefs and Unregenerate World quivermy at the 
Bar , the laſt Sentence pronouncing on them, 
the Executioners ſanding ready to take them a- 
way : will you not then (think you) be rea- 
dy to rear your felves with indignation for 
this your ſapine and ſortiſh careleſheſs ? A 
Voice from > Sirens, Itke the Voice of a 
Trumper , ſounds 2 foud Alarm to all Care- 
leſs, Negligent and Trifling Sinners ; and this 
s the Voice, if you will nor be in the Game 
caſe with the miſcrable condemned World. Put 
ro it heartily then in the uſe of 211 means with 
God and Men, for converting and | 
Grace new, which 5 the only thing rha 
ces your ftate 'from thoſe miſerable 
then. 
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IH. Suppo/ition. 

Suppoſe God did bur give you a fore-fight or 
fore-raſte in the Terrors of your Conſciences of 
that Damnation you have jeſted at, and ſo ofren 
imprecared upon your ſelves; did you bur lic 
ane Night in that Plight poor Sp:rs and ma- 
ny others beſide him have done, with the ter- 
rors of the Lord upon your ſpirits, under hor- 
ror and remorſe of Conſcience, which are the 
firſtniblings and bitings of that Worm that ſhall 
never die, 

Tum pallaa men! «ff, 
Criwinibus, tacits ſudax; precerdia culpd. 


Paleneſs and horror, fear and trembling upon 
the ourward and inward man, whilſt God 15 
aca. By immediate impreſſions of his wrath 
upon the Conſcience ; ſeeming to want ſome one 
to Jet our that miſerable wretched Soul, that ts 
weary to ſtay any longer in the Body, and yet a- 
fraid to be diſlodged, leſt its Condition be made 
worſe by the exchange ; do you think you would 
ever imprecate Damnation any more ? and yer all 
theſe terrors and horrors ypon the Conſcience are 
but-as the ſweatmg of Marble-yStones before the 
great Rain fall. , 
Bur whar it God ſhould give you a Viſion ef 
Hell ir ſelf, and of the inconceivable and un- 
reſlible miſery of thoſe deſperace and forlorn 
ches, that lie there ſweltring and groanung 
rthe heavy prefſuzes of, che wrath of a great 
and terrible CO iotoadiacely and. cuerlaſtingly 
tranſatted upon their Souls ? would you ever jeſt 
with Damnation any more, as with an harmleſs 
'” thing f 
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thing ? Nay, would you not ſtrive to the utter- 
molt ro flee from this wrath ro come * Do vou 
not ſeem ro hear in this gafional and juſt Su \pO- 
firion, a doleful Cry coming from Hell, and the 
ſtare of the Damned, - with this very Sound and 
Senfe; Good Souls, if ever you expett ro be de- 
livered from this ſhare and place of Torments, 
ſtrive ro the utmoſt, frrive while you have op- 
porrunity, ſtrive whilſt breath and ſtrength 
do laſt, ro flee from, and efcape by ſound 
Converſion this doleful fare of Erernal Damna- 
07. 
\ 9p 21tiom. 


Laſtly, and in a word ; Suppoſe you had a 
Viſton of Haven, as S:rphen and Pau! had in the 
Body ; ſopprrſe you faw the Glory of God, and 
Tefus ſtanding at his r1ght hand, ſurrounded with 
the triumphant Myriad; of Palm-bearing Saints, 
finging Hoe/amns'; and Alleluza#; to God and the 
Lamb for ever, and blefling, prze.fing and admi- 
ring him, that gave them another ſpirit vaſtly dit- 
ferent from that which governs ſuch as you; 
bleſſing the Lord thar enabled rhem to be praying 
and praifing , whilſt others were curſing an 
ſwearing ; to be ſighing and groaning for ſin in 
ſecrer, whilſt others were ſhouring and finging 
in Taverns and Ale-houſfes ; ro bear down ther 
Bodies, and keep them under, whilſt orhers were 
pleaſing and gratifying their Luſts ; woutd you 
ſh! drrverhat cotrſe you do ? Well, Sirs, if ever 
you expett ro come whete theſe bleſſtd ones arp, 
you muſt rake the courſe they did Let thous be 

our endeavour, and it ſhall be my fervent and 
rty Prayer. | 
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BOOKS Printed ara Sold by Thomas Cocken!!, at the 
Three Legs over aga:nf? the Stocks- Market. 


Works of the Late Learned Divine, Ste 
hen Charneck, B. D. In 2 Vol. Fol. 
TAANHACQTIA : A Seccin# and Seaſonable 
Diſcourſe, of the Occaſions, Cauſes, Nature, 
Riſe, Growth and Remedies of Mental-Errors : 
Writren fome Months fence ; 2nd now made 
lick, both for the healing and prevention of the 
Sins and Calkmities which kave broken in this 
way upon the Churches of Chriſt, ro the great 
ſcandal of Religion, hardning of the Wicked, 
and obſtruftion of Reformation. Whereunto are 
fubjoyned by way of Appendix : 
I Aindiuiarms Vendix : Being a Succin&t, bur 
full Anſwer to Mr. Phulbp Cary's Weak Imperti- 


nent to my #/ndicae i © Feder: 

IN. A Gncpkrof Ancient and n Antino- 
mjan Errors, with Scriptural- Arguments and 
Reaſons againſt them. 

IL Sermon compoſed for the preventing and 
healing of Rents and Diviſions of the Church ; 
by Jebn Flave!, Preacher of the Goſpel at Dar:- 
mewh in Deven : With an Epiſtle of feveral Di- 
vines, moacing to Dr. Cri/p's Works. 

A Diſcourle of Regeneration, Faith and Repen- 
tance , Preached at the Merchant's Lecture m ' 
Broadftrect, by Themas Cole, Miniſter. of the Go- | 

, London. "3 

jp - Boys totanflate in- 
Compriſing all che Rules. of Grammar : 


| from the neſt to hi Capacities ; 
7. Garrerſmn, Schoolmaſter : thuxd Edition; 
with large Additigns ;, By an- eminent School 
Maſter un Lend. 
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